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Good weather, 
‘great’ season

High gas prices 
won’t slow  
holiday travel
Review Staff

One thing most drivers are NOT thank-
ful for this Thanksgiving is the price of 
gasoline – but that won’t stop them from 
traveling for the holiday, anyway. 

About 38% of Americans are planning 
on traveling for Thanksgiving this year, 
projected GasBuddy, the online travel 
data compiler, an increase from last hol-
iday’s 32%. 

Our of the 62% of Americans who are 
opting to stay home for the holiday, 21% 
told GasBuddy that they are electing to 
stay put due to the high price of fuel. 
This weekend, average gas prices will 
be at their highest seasonal level ever; 
the national average is projected to stand 
squarely at $3.68 on Thanksgiving day – 
almost 30 cents higher than last year and 
20 cents higher than the previous record 
of $3.44, set in 2012. 

2022 has been a year of extremes for 
drivers, breaking several records be-
cause of less global refining capacity and 
sanctions brought on by Russia’s war on 
Ukraine. The high gas prices aren’t de-

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review 
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The 3 new schools on 
Hampshire County’s horizon 
have been dubbed Central, 
North and West – but those 
names are far from perma-
nent. 

In fact, they’re just the 
placeholder names for the 
new schools, 2 of which are 
beginning the process of site 
prep and construction right 
now. 

And, Superintendent 
Jeff Pancione said, the new 
schools’ names once they’re 
built aren’t going to be the 
same familiar names that 
they were before. The Cen-
tral school, located in Augus-
ta, will not be called “Augus-
ta Elementary,” and the North 
school in Slanesville will not 
be called “Slanesville Ele-
mentary.”

The West school, to be lo-
cated in Romney, will not be 

the new “Romney Elementa-
ry,” either. 

The new schools will all 
have new names and mas-
cots, Pancione said, and stu-
dent input will determine 
their outcome. 

“I want it to be known that 
the new schools will have 
new names. That’s why we’re 
still calling them ‘North,’ 
‘Central’ and ‘West,’” he said 
last week. “The CEFP (Com-
prehensive Education Fa-
cilities Plan) committee and 
bond committee, we are con-
solidating 5 schools into 3, 
and (we decided) they would 
have new names that students 
would be able to pick.” 

Jodie Long, the principal at 
Slanesville Elementary, said 
that she’s excited to be a part 
of the planning of the new 
North school. 

“The plans for the new fa-
cility are state-of-the-art and 

Light Up 
Capon Bridge 
getting even 
bigger, brighter

State OKs 
$2.2M more for 
Central school

KENIA ITZEP Review Staff

CAPON BRIDGE — “This year, we 
have had a lot of extra volunteers.”

The town of Capon Bridge is setting up 
to see bright lights and smiling faces for 
their 2nd Annual Light Up Capon Bridge 
festivity on Dec. 3.

Capon Bridge town council member 
Michelle Warnick, who’s helping lead 
the Christmas spirit, shared that the town 
expects a bigger turnout to this year’s 
packed schedule.

Starting at 1 p.m. at the Capon Bridge 
Volunteer Fire Department, families can 
huddle together to make gingerbread 
houses with Santa and Mrs. Claus until 
3:30 p.m.

At 4 p.m., the CB Christmas Parade, 
sponsored by K&C Construction, will 
begin its route from the Capon Bridge 
Middle School. The parade will turn on 
Cold Stream Road, back toward Route 50 
and end at the back of the CBVFD. Driv-
ers should expect Route 50 to be closed 
for 30 minutes, right around 4 p.m.

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF

Review Staff 

Inflation and cost increases 
have been a punch in the gut 
during the planning process 
of the 3 new schools here, but 
Monday morning’s School 
Building Authority meeting 
resulted in some much-need-
ed good news for Hampshire 
County.

Over $2.2 million worth of 
good news. 

Earlier this month, Su-
perintendent Jeff Pancione 
wrote the SBA a letter high-
lighting the need for addi-
tional funding for the Central 
school, which will be built in 
Augusta, citing “inflationary 
cost increases” as the reason 
the school board needed ex-
tra support. 

Originally, the school was 
funded for $15,089,664 – 
funding made up of an SBA 
Needs Grant of $8 mil-
lion and local bond funds of 
$7,089,664. 

The school board opened 3 
bids for the project on Nov. 

9, awarding the winning bid 
to Hagerstown-based Callas 
Contractors LLC. Their win-
ning bid was $15,085,000. 

The school’s total construc-
tion costs, however – with 
site work, soft costs and con-
tingencies – is projected to be 
$18,479,901, said Hampshire 
County Schools Finance Di-
rector Denise Hott.

The board, over the last 
few months, has worked to 
reduce the school’s square 
footage to fit into the SBA’s 
allowance, a necessary step if 
Hampshire County planned 
to pursue additional funds 
from the state.

In his letter to the SBA, 
Pancione detailed steps the 
school board has taken to 
reduce the costs and square 
footage of the school, such as 
removing the secondary ac-
cess road, reducing the upper 
height of masonry, reducing 
areas of glazing to over 30 
percent, reducing the cano-
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So long, Hampshire! From
Tom Turkey

Twin shots

Ideal weather 
helps 1st days 
of buck harvest
KENIA ITZEP Review Staff

Yesterday saw bright-lit 
blue skies, but cooler tem-
peratures with a low of 18 
degrees right at sunrise 
for buck firearms season’s 
opening day. 

Paul Johansen, WVDNR 
Wildlife Resources Chief, 
reported that statewide, they 
saw higher numbers for 
opening day.

Based on preliminary 
data, Johansen noted that 
numbers are “up statewide by around 10 
percent from last year,” adding that based 
on everything that has been checked so far, 
Hampshire’s numbers are pretty close to 

last year’s. 
Good weather helps, he point-

ed out.  
“The first 2 to 3 days of the 

season are key to a good harvest, 
and it certainly looks like we 
are going to have good weather 
the 1st couple of days. The ear-
ly days of the season is when we 
have most of our hunters in the 
fields,” he said.

Ideal weather conditions tend 
to “keep hunters afield longer” 
because “they don’t get soaking 
wet or miserably cold, so they 
tend to hunt a little bit harder and 
longer,” Johansen said, which 
usually translates to a higher har-
vest number.

Last year, the Mountain State 
saw over 40,000 overall statewide harvest 
numbers. 

Though Hampshire is looking at similar 
numbers from last year, so far, with ideal 

DUMPS T ER 
S I T ES  F OR 
CA RCA S S ES
• Romney DNR park-

ing lot, Depot St.
• Springfield Fire Dept. 
• Capon Bridge Fire 

Dept.
• Wardensville WMA 

headquarters, Trout 
Run Road

• Mineral: Fort Ashby 
Fairground (on Rt. 
28)

• Mineral: Burlington 
Fire Company 

• Berkeley: Sleepy 
Creek WMA

• Morgan: Ridge 
Hatchery

What’s in a NAME?

 From all of us 
 at the Review: HAPPY
THANKSGIVING!

Augusta, Slanesville and Romney 
schools to see fresh monikers

Students at the current Augusta Elementary helped 
break the ground last month at the site for the new 
“Central” school – to be constructed right next to the 
current school. The school will have an entirely new 
name and mascot. 
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IN OUR SCHOOLS

JUST SO THANKFUL
Living, Page 1C

Twins Jacob (left)
and Gracie (top), 
11, were hunting 
with their dad 
Nathan in Bloomery 
earlier this week 
and both took down 
impressive bucks. 
Jacob brought down 
a 9-point, his big-
gest buck yet, and 
Gracie’s 6-point 
marked her 1st-ever 
kill. 

CASEY HITE Facebook

From 2021: Smiles lit up the town’s 
parade route.
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Fall 
Flashback

Sports, Page 1B


