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Hospital turns 10
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Gas prices are 
nudging $3.

Dance the night away ...

Family 
FEUD
Slain teen’s foster dad 
sues cousin’s parents
JIM KING Review Staff

A civil suit filed by the foster father of 
Johnny Adams sheds new light on the 
14-year-old’s murder in Hanging Rock sub-
division last July. 

Johnny’s cousin, then-16-year-old Austin 
Evans-Holmes, has pled not guilty to crim-
inal charges of 1st-degree murder, kidnap-
ing, use of a firearm in a felony, concealing 
human remains and burglary in connection 
with the death. 

The civil case, initially filed in Connecti-
cut, where Johnny’s foster father Angel 
Jaquez lives, was ordered transferred earli-
er this month to the federal district court in 
Martinsburg, where Judge Gina Groh will 
oversee the lawsuit. 

Jaquez claims that Austin’s parents, De-
nise Evans-Holmes and Steve Holmes con-
tributed to Johnny’s death. Jaquez seeks 
unspecified compensation, but the request 
for jurisdiction says the matter exceeds 
$75,000. 
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When Valley Health opened 
its new Hampshire Memori-
al Hospital 10 years ago, Dr. 
Don Jansen made a promise. 

“We are always looking at 
how we can continually get 
better all the time,” the then-
vice president of medical af-
fairs for Valley Health said.

Over the last decade HMH 
has expanded and is prepar-
ing to expand again. The rural 
clinic has morphed into a mul-
tispecialty clinic with more 
doctors. 

ER visits are up; imaging 
has increased and improved; 
the number of patients has ris-
en — all as Hampshire’s pop-
ulation has leveled out or de-
clined. 

Promise delivered. 
Thursday marks the 10th 

anniversary of the hospital’s 
grand opening on Sunrise 
Summit. The 1st patients were 
transferred from the old hos-
pital about 2 weeks later. 

The people involved recall 
a time of joy and optimism.

“Thinking back to 10 years 
ago and the old facility, our 
community has truly been 
blessed,” said Pharmacy Man-
ager Tammy Lambert. “ I am 
grateful for the new building, 
added services and a great 
group of co-workers to help 
take care of our community.”

In 2008 Valley Health took 
control of the original hospi-
tal, built in 1957. Approval to 
build a new facility came in 

2009 and construction took 
the better part of 2 years. 

But on a blustery day in 
May 2011 local dignitaries 
and hospital executives gath-
ered on Sunrise Summit to cut 

a ribbon and talk about the 
state-of-the-art facility. Cu-
rious residents, nearly 400 in 
number, toured the hospital 
and clinic. 

Gas prices 
near $3/gal.
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Hampshire High School’s Class of 2021 party at their seniors-only 
“black-and-white” prom held Saturday at the high school gymnasium.  
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A bit of panic buying, the 
rebound in driving as the 
Covid-19 pandemic eas-
es and the upcoming Me-
morial Day holiday have 
all added up to gas pric-
es surging to their highest 
prices here in 7 years. 

Signs advertised $2.99 
a gallon across Hampshire 
County Tuesday, to the dis-
may of drivers. 

“We’ll see $4+ by the 
4th of July,” Cole Rooms-
burg predicted gloomily 
on the Review’s Facebook 
page.

One station in Burling-
ton was over $3. 

Gasbuddy.com report-
ed the average gas price 
in West Virginia stood at 
$2.97 Sunday, up 9.9 cents 
in just a week and fully 
$1.17 a gallon higher than 
a year earlier. 

The average of $1.81 a 
gallon on May 17 a year 
ago was a decade low for 
gas prices. 

On the other hand, the 
average at this time in 
2014 stood at $3.74 — the 
4th year in a row that the 
price had been over $3.60. 

The big hurt was in 2011 
where the May 17 average 
was $4.10 a gallon in  West

HOLLY BAILEY Slanesville

Jeff Veach, of Augusta, in December 

‘1 step 
forward, 12 
steps back’
Covid hospitalizes   
Augusta’s Jeff Veach 
EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

With Covid restrictions and spirits lifting 
here in West Virginia, many folks are look-
ing toward the light at the end of the pan-
demic tunnel. 

But that light is far-
ther away for some, 
like the family of Jeff 
Veach, who has been 
battling the virus 
since January. 

In late January, 
55-year-old Tam-
my Veach contract-
ed Covid. She was in 
the hospital for about 
a week, and then her 
family was hit again: 
her husband Jeff 

came down with the virus as well.
“At that time, when they were both in the 

hospital, it was such a blur,” said  Holly  Bai-
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VIRAL ODDS

Our numbers 
defy the odds
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Our toll
 72 Active
 1 in hospital 
 34 Deaths
1,913 Con-

firmed
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Lest we forget

Brood X begins 
emerging – finally 
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Chilly spring is finally giving 
way to warmer temperatures that 
are allowing the 17-year cicadas 
we’ve all been warned about to 
emerge from the ground. 

They’re noisy and they’re going 
to be everywhere. 

“There’s nothing you can do,” ac-
knowledges forester Bill Pownell. 
“They come every 17 years.” 

Brood X, as this contingent is 
known, covers most of the eastern 
United States, from Long Island to 
the Mississippi River, sunny Savan-
nah to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 

The trigger for their emergence 
is ground temperature — 64 de-
grees appears to be the magic num-
ber, a thermometer reading this area 
hasn’t hit yet. 

That’s changing. Highs for the 
rest of this week are forecast for the 
80s and lows in the 60s. 

The cicadas will emerge, squeal 
as they look for a mate and die off 
by mid-June. 

“It’s such a unique experience 
because they really take over for a 
month or so,” John Cooley, an ento-
mologist at the University of Con-
necticut, told NBC this week. o

RON ODOM Augusta

s  A cicada discards its outer shell in central Hampshire County. 

COUNT 
DOWN

12
More days 
of classes

• Friday: 
Bump-up 
Day for 
5th-graders

• Sunday: 
Baccalaure-
ate, 4 p.m., 
Covenant 
Baptist

• May 26: 
Senior 
Awards, 6 
p.m.,audito-
rium

• May 28: 
Graduation 
practice, 9 
a.m., Ran-
nells Field

• May 28: 
Commence-
ment, 6 
p.m., Ran-
nells Field 

• June 3: 
Last day for 
students; 
2-1/2-hour 
early dis-
missal

• June 4: 
Last day for 
staff MORE PHOTOS EMMA’S TAKE Details, 
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What you were saying 
about gas prices.  

Nikki and Joey 
Russell: “I went 
from filling up 
at $27 up to 
$32 — not a big 
deal now.”
Teresa Soley: 
“It hasn’t affect-
ed us financially 
yet but I’m sure 
the higher it 
goes, it will.”
Nancy Lee 
Biggs: “No one 
is going to stay 
home this year, 
so demand for 
fuel will be great-
er.”

State-of-the-art hospital 
keeps getting better 

Valley Health

An aerial view of 
the Hampshire 
Memorial Hospital 
campus. 
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