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Romney depot may 
get another chance

Western Md.’s chance to join W.Va.? Slim at best 

Cannabis 
signup 
heads here

Crowning glory

SYDNEY MAURER   
Review Correspondent

ROMNEY — The Hamp-
shire County Development 
Authority board considered a 
new possibility for bringing 
a rail line into the Romney 
Business Park at its monthly 
meeting last week. 

Region 8 Planning and De-
velopment Council execu-
tive Terry Lively described a 
Travel, Tourism and Outdoor 
Recreation Grant program of 

the federal Economic Devel-
opment Administration, fund-
ed through the American Res-
cue Plan, that might be used 
to bring a railroad spur into 
the park. 

Lively said applications 
might be more successful if 
they  were  not  restricted  to
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Political theater was at its height last week 
when state legislators from Maryland’s 3 
westernmost counties said they’d like to 
switch states and join West Virginia. 

West Virginia’s leaders said they would 
welcome Garrett, Allegany and Washington 
counties “with open arms” while some lo-
cal Maryland politicians grumbled about the 
proposal. 

And the likelihood of it happening? 
About the same as Frederick County, Va., 

joining the state, an idea that state Senator 
Charles Trump floated early in 2020. 

Thanks, but no thanks. 
But Trump, whose 15th District includes 

Hampshire County, was ever the optimist 
Monday. 

“It’s an interesting thing to think about 
and talk about,” the Berkeley Springs law-
yer said. “It would be wonderful. I hope they 
come.”

The 5 Republican lawmakers from the 3 
western Maryland counties actually began 
the venture in September, visiting Charles-
ton to float the idea. They followed up with 
letters earlier this month to West Virginia 
Senate President Craig Blair, who also rep-

resents the 15th District, and House Speaker 
Roger Hanshaw.

The Maryland lawmakers said they sought 
“to open dialogue and request consideration 
of the possibility of these 3  Maryland coun-
ties to be added as constituent counties to 
the State of West Virginia.”

They said the request was generated as a 
result of various constituent requests over 
the years.

“We believe this arrangement may be mu-
tually beneficial for both states and for our 
local constituencies,” they wrote. 

Trump sees logic in the idea. 

“We have so much interaction with our 
counties to the north and south of us in our 
panhandle,” he said. “Part of it is the moun-
tains move north south and you’re just cross-
ing rivers.” 

The cousins could be comfortable uniting, 
Delegate Gary Howell of Mineral County 
said.

“You could easily compare Garrett to 
Preston County, Allegany to Mineral and 
Washington to Berkeley,” Howell said. 

West Virginia’s governor made the most 
of the offer. 
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The West Virginia Office of Medical Can-
nabis will host a public sign-up for medical 
cannabis patients in Romney next week, a 
day after one in Martinsburg. 

The Romney signup runs from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. next Wednesday, Nov. 3, at the Rom-
ney Rescue Squad’s training center, 534 
Center Ave. 

The Martinsburg signup is from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Nov. 2 at the Berkeley County DHHR 
office, 433 Mid-Atlantic Parkway.

Patients who have already been certified 
by a physician as having an applicable se-
rious medical condition must bring the fol-
lowing items: 

• Completed patient certification form;
• Driver’s license or state ID;
• Proof of state residency, such as a util-

ity bill;
• and the $50 application fee, in check or 

money order, for a patient ID card.
Patients who have not already seen a phy-

sician must bring the following items, in ad-
dition to the above:

• At least 1 piece of medical documenta-
tion that shows their diagnosis, such as med-
ical records, a letter from a doctor, or office 
visit summaries; 

• Valid photo ID;
• 2 proofs of  West  Virginia  residency  for

Boosters available for Pfizer and Moderna 

Passions 
run amok
Police end up on the field 
at a pair of football games 
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Booster shots for the Pfizer vaccine have 
been available for eligible citizens for sev-
eral weeks now, and the Health Department 
is now offering boosters for the Moderna as 
well. 

How do you know if you’re eligible for a 
booster shot?

People who are 65 or older, or over 18 
and a. living in a long-term care setting, b. 
living with an underlying medical condition 
or c. working or living in a high-risk setting, 
are all eligible to make an appointment with 

the Health Department for a boost-
er shot.

There will be a booster vacci-
nation clinic Tuesday, Nov. 2 and 
Thursday, Nov. 4, both from 8:30 
until 11:30 a.m. at Hope Christian 
Church in Augusta. Call 304-496-
9640 to schedule your appoint-
ment, and be sure to bring your photo ID 
and vaccination card with you. 

“We’re very pleased that the boosters 
have been released,” said Hampshire Coun-
ty Health Officer Dr. Thomas Daugherty. 

“And we still have people who 
have been hesitant to start the vac-
cination process coming in, but 
we’d love a stronger response. The 
vaccine is the key part of getting 
this under control.”

While booster availability is 
on the rise, new Covid-19 case 

numbers seem to be thinning slightly here, 
though the community is still seeing losses.

Last Friday, the Health Department con-
firmed the death of 2  more  Hampshire  res-
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Police intervention was 
needed at 2 Hampshire Coun-
ty football games last week-
end, testing the protocols re-
garding fan, player and coach 
behavior at games.

“Hampshire High has 
promoted and will contin-
ue to promote and expect 
good sportsmanship by stu-
dents, coaches, and specta-
tors,” HHS Athletic Director 
Trey Stewart said. “And we 
are committed to upholding 
the highest standards of good 
sportsmanship.”

Unruly behavior from the 
coaching staff at Greenbrier 
East led to an ejection issued 
by game officials. After argu-
ing the ejection, police were 
called in to remove the coach 
from the field.

Then on Saturday after-
noon, West Virginia State Po-
lice were called to R.H. Arm-
strong Field outside Parsons 
when the middle-school Po-
tomac Valley League play-
off game between host Tuck-
er Valley and Capon Bridge 
descended into obscene ges-
tures, verbal abuse and fist-
icuffs after the final whistle 

blew. 
Hampshire Superintendent 

Jeff Pancione said he has been 
working with Tucker County 
Superintendent Alicia Lam-
bert to mend fences and sort 
out consequences on both 
sides. 

At Friday’s game, the 
Greenbrier East coach took 
several steps toward officials 
to challenge the ejection rul-
ing, which forced Stewart to 
request police assistance.

“When you first show signs 
of challenging the call or chal-
lenging the officials, the po-
lice have to step in,” Stewart 
explained. “Ejection can hap-
pen multiple ways. It is up to 
the official announcing the 
ejection to the game adminis-
trator when it concerns a play-
er or a coach.” 

However, officials have the 
right to eject fans for disorder-
ly behavior as well.

© 2021 Cornwell & Ailes Inc.
West Virginia Press Association 

General Excellence 2007-20

SNEAK PEEK

County’s ARP plans
Page 5A

POLL

What’s your 
opinion?

Page 6A

See DEPOT page 7A n

See BOOSTERS page 7A n

See SIGNUP page 7A n

See AMOK page 7A n

See W.VA. page 7A n

W E S T  V I R G I N I A ’ S  B I G G E S T  B E S T  W E E K LY  N E W S P A P E R

Scaredy
CATS

59 MORE OF YOUR PHOTOS
Living, Page 1C, 5C, 8C

Romney
6 to 8 p.m.

Capon Bridge
6 to 8 p.m.

SATURDAY  TR ICK -OR - TREAT  HOURS

Check out all the spooktacular events
Page 8A

Turn on 
your porch 
light

JIM KING Page 6A

  What a 
  shame!

NICK CARROLL Page 1B

MORE FESTIVITIES 6B

GAME COVERAGE
Sports, Page 1B

Our toll
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