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1% bonds = $4.6M savings

Suspect ID’d, 
indicted in 
Adams death

Johnny Adams

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

ROMNEY — History continues to be 
made in Hampshire: the interest rate for 
the school bond has been set, and it’s 
lower than anyone imagined at 1.0149 
percent. 

When the original bond resolution 
was passed last year, voters could be 

confident the interest rate could be be-
tween 2 and 4 percent, with a rate no 
higher than 5 percent. 

When the winning bid was revealed 
at Wednesday’s board meeting, which 
would set the interest rate to just over 1 
percent, Hampshire made history. With 
the rate this low, the total interest cost to 

be paid will be only $2,880,731. That’s 
a whopping $4.64 million less interest 
than projected in the original bond res-
olution. 

“To say we’re pleasantly surprised is 
an understatement,” said board presi-
dent Debbie Champ. “I never dreamed 
(it would be) just over 1 percent. That’s 

crazy.”
Ernie Dellatorre, architect with 

McKinley Architecture and Engineer-
ing, was also present virtually at the 
board meeting Wednesday, and he 
echoed Champ’s thoughts. 

“I did think we’d get a favorable 
rate,” Dellatorre admitted, “but I never 
thought it would be this low.”

Robert W. Baird & Co. in Red Bank, 
N.J. was the highest responsive bid-

der by far, with the 2nd-highest bidder 
(Huntington Securities Inc.) coming in 
with a rate of 1.194077.

That’s 18 points higher than the win-
ning bid. 

“This is the most historically low in-
terest rate I’ve seen in 23 years,” said 
Joe Nassif with Piper Sandler, the 
school board’s financial advisor for the 
bond proceedings. “I  just  want  to  con-

Teenage cousin 
pleads not guilty
JIM KING Review Staff

The teen accused of killing Johnny 
Adams last July was identified Tuesday 
in a 5-count indictment. 

Austin Michael Holmes-Evans was 
charged by the Hampshire County 
grand jury with 1st-degree murder in 
the death of his younger cousin, Jona-
than Benjamin Adams. Holmes, now 
17, was arrested on a burglary charge 
at the time Adams’ body was found in 
a shallow grave dug in a hard-to-reach 
wooded area of Hanging Rock subdivi-
sion last July 18. 

Authorities acknowledged in Febru-
ary that the teen was the main suspect in 
the murder, but did not identify him be-
cause he is a juvenile. 

The Circuit Court in March autho-
rized Holmes-Evans to stand trial as 
an adult, but the order identifying him 
was sealed until he was indicted, which 
came last Tuesday. 

The indictment only identifies the 
victim as J.B.A. with a date-of-birth 
that matches Holmes-Evans’ 14-year-
old cousin. 

Holmes-Evans is also charged with

BUILDERCHICKS Facebook

Amy and Krista were featured on NBC Washington at the end of April.

Best friends, BuilderChicks
Creativity, fun are musts for Hampshire native

Masks off June 20 
– but on for now

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

WASHINGTON  — Building a business 
from a passion and a hobby might seem like a 
lot of work, but building is exactly what Rom-
ney native Amy Wall and her business partner 
(and best friend) Krista Back wanted to do. 

Amy and Krista started BuilderChicks in 
2016, and it began as a hobby. 

“Around 4 or 5 years ago, I had this idea for 
a project,” Krista recalled (A pallet wood desk 
project, to be exact). “I asked Amy for help 
with it, and we discovered that we work really 
well together.” 

Amy added that she and Krista see things 
differently, which allows them to weather and 
manage challenges well. 

JIM KING Review Staff and Wires

Our recovery from Covid-19 shows 
promise statewide, but is checkered here. 

The county had 13 new cases reported 
Tuesday morning, skyrocketing the total 
to 50 here with 3 hospitalizations. 

West Virginia will lift the statewide 
mask mandate on June 20 because state 
officials projected more than 2/3rds of el-
igible residents will be vaccinated against 
the coronavirus by then, Gov. Jim Justice 
announced Friday.

And even if that target isn’t met, Jus-
tice said the mandate will still end on that 
date.

“We’ll be close enough,” he said. 
“We’re going with that date, period.”

Justice said he expects 65% of all resi-
dents aged 12 and older to be at least par-
tially vaccinated by June 20. 

Hampshire County is already close to 
that mark. 

State DHHR statistics on Monday 
showed that 32.3% of Hampshire resi-
dents 16 or older have been fully vacci-
nated and another 36.7% have been par-
tially. 

While vaccination  rates  here  crept  up

Romney 
expands 
sewer 
billing 
JIM KING Review Staff

ROMNEY — Mayor Bev-
erly Keadle cast a tie-break-
ing vote Monday night to al-
low the town to bill non-users 
for sewer service. 

Her vote was needed when 
the measure got only 2 yes 
votes from the 3 council 
members at the meeting. Pau-
la O’Brien and Carl Laiten-
berger voted yes and Duncan 
Hott voted no. 

Since half the council 
— Gary Smith, John Duncan 
and Derek Shreve — were ab-
sent, Keadle’s vote was added 
to give it the necessary 3 votes 
to pass. 

The resolution came at the 
end of the 35-minute meeting. 
Keadle read the portion of 
state law that allows munici-
pal utilities to bill any proper-
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Vaccinated
32.3% Fully
36.7% Partially

Our toll
 50 Active
 3 in hospital 
 34 Deaths
1,866 Con-

firmed

Free testing
At the Health Dept.
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday

Sign up for  
the vaccine 
Visit vaccinate.
wv.gov or call 
1-833-734-0965. 
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Schools snag ‘historically low’ interest rate 
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Trojans are 1st ever No. 8 to 
upend No. 1 at state tourney
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• Glory 
over RCB

• Quarterfinal 
comedown

• Honors   
all around

NICK CARROLL Review Staff

The Trojan faithful cheer on their boys in the history-making 53-47 upset of top-seeded Robert C. Byrd last Wednesday at the 
Charleston Civic Center. 

Old 
dogs

KITTY SAVAGE, 4C

Amy Wall (left) and Krista Back of Builder-
Chicks
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