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‘No salvaging anything’

‘A LIFE OF HELL 
AND HORROR’

PITIFUL PAWS RESCUE Facebook

Scenes (above and right) from Love Shack Dog Rescue 

JIM KING Review Staff

HANGING ROCK — A family 
that was putting the finishing touches 
on its home saw everything go up in 
flames last week. 

Phillip and Mandi Combs and their 
daughter Maddie were unharmed, 
but their dogs Remy and Benjie and 
cat Samson were consumed by the 
quick-spreading fire along with all 
their possessions. 

“They had what clothes they had on 
that day and that’s it,” Phillip’s moth-
er Brenda said. “There’s not anything 
left. There’s no salvaging anything.”

Fire crews from Augusta, Rom-
ney, Slanesville, Capon Bridge and 
North River Valley were called to the 
911 report just before 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 6. The Augusta Rescue Squad 
also responded. 

“By the time they got there the 
house was fully engulfed in flames 
and beyond control,” Brenda Combs 
said. “It burnt to the ground.”

The fire consumed the house so 
quickly that all crews could do was 
try to contain it from spreading to 
other buildings on the property. 

Brenda’s husband, Robert, tried to 
go  back  inside  the  house  and  save

JIM KING Review Staff

LOOM — The makeshift con-
crete pads deputies and volunteers 
found at the 2-acre Love Shack Dog 
Rescue each marked a sad secret. 

They told where rescue operator 
Sabrina Droescher had buried dogs 
that died there. 

Some never made it that far. The 
remains of others were found in gar-
bage bags around the property. 

In all, Sheriff Nathan Sions re-
ported Tuesday morning, 21 dead 
dogs in various states of decay have 
been uncovered. 

And by the end of Tuesday, the 
last of 102 live dogs had been re-
moved from the property off Timber 
Mountain Road, about 4 miles north 
of U.S. 50 — a herculean effort by 
deputies, veterinarians, animal con-
trol workers and volunteers from le-
gitimate  pet  rescue  outfits  as

Lovett’s Flat 
school site sells

Picnic, prom 
and ticketed 
graduation
Hampshire’s 2021 seniors 
get their marching orders

Review Files

The property at Lovett’s Flat

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF  
Review Staff

The 36-acre Lovett’s Flat 
property in Capon Bridge was 
sold in less than 15 minutes at 
the April 10 auction in Rom-
ney.

The property, previous-
ly owned by the Hampshire 
County Board of Education, 
who bought it for $250,000 in 
2000, was sold for $191,000 
to Hampshire County bus 
driver Gerald Berg Saturday 

morning at the 9 a.m. auction. 
The property, situated in the 

Bloomery district, was auc-
tioned off by Darwin Plum-
lee, an auctioneer out of Mar-
tinsburg, who teamed up with 
Sherrard’s Auction Compa-
ny in Capon Bridge to get 
the property off the board’s 
hands. 

Four years ago, the board 
declared that the Lovett’s Flat 
property was  surplus,  and  an
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SUNRISE SUMMIT — With only a hand-
ful of weeks left in the school year, families, 
Hampshire High staff and administration all 
seem to have 1 goal: make sure the class of 
2021 is celebrated this spring. 

That all starts with graduation.
After feeling out the emotions of the seniors, 

the staff and the community as a whole, HHS 
principal Mike Dufrene landed on a fairly sim-
ple graduation plan: 4 tickets per graduating se-
nior. 

“It’s just the right thing to do,” he explained. 
“My commitment is to the seniors and people 
who raised them.”

Last  week,  Dufrene  met  with  seniors  and
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Buds light
ED MAURER Review Correspondent

Residents of Hanging 
Rock say the county’s 
most magnificent strand 
of our signature redbuds 
— stretching up the west 
side of Cooper Mountain 
for about a mile — are 
purple and ready to burst 
through. By the end of the 
week, expect the drive to 
be in the pink. ❏ 

36 acres 
at Lovett’s 
Flat

More deaths 
unearthed  
at disgraced  
dog rescue

STATELY EFFORT
Wrestlers head to Huntington
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“When Miss 
Helen Keller 
came to the 
stage she   
was greeted with applause 
which she told us that she 
could feel through her feet.”

June 1, 1916
“When Miss 
Helen Keller 
came to the 
stage she 
was greeted with applause 
which she told us that she 
could feel through her feet.”

June 1, 1916
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Fire destroys nearly 
remodeled home

KITTY 
SAVAGE, 
4C

The 
right 
call 
– at 
last

Augusta Fire Co.

The Augusta Fire Company runs hos-
es to fight the blaze on Hanging Rock 
Road. 

GoFundMe.com

Phillip and Mandi Combs 

YOU  CAN  HELP
• On GoFundMe, search for “Phillip 
Combs.” The $5,000 goal had $1,350 
Tuesday morning. 
• Write a check to “Benefit for Phillip 
Combs” at any Bank of Romney branch.

Waiting 
for the 
cicadas
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