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‘The School haS STrayed From ITS orIgInal mISSIon’

WVSDB BOMBSHELL

Delta variant arrives here

Plan: Send youngest 
students back to  
their home counties
JIM KING Review Staff

“The end goal is to get the school back 
to its mission and vision,” State Super-
intendent Clayton Burch said Monday 
about the intervention that has begun at 
the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf 
and the Blind.

The 44-page public report on a Special 
Circumstance Review outlines not only 
more than 5 dozen issues at WVSDB, 
but also nearly 100 recommendations 

for changes.
The report suggests changes as com-

mon sense as better communication 
from administration to staff and as eye-
brow raising as transitioning all residen-
tial students 4th grade and under back to 
their home counties next year. 

Burch says that recommendation isn’t 
as transformative for the schools as it 
appears. 

“Less than 5 or 10” students will be 
affected, he said. WVSDB currently has 
about 40 residential students out of an 
enrollment of 94. 

“It will continue to be a K-12 school,” 
Burch assured.

Overhaul starts now, 
could run for years

32 ‘noncompliances,’ 28 ‘findings’ add up to uncertainty

JIM KING Review Staff

ROMNEY — “The most thorough investi-
gation” ever done of the West Virginia Schools 
for the Deaf and the Blind has turned up a lit-
any of problems plaguing the 150-year-old in-
stitution. 

The 44-page outline of the state’s review 
found failings in nearly every area of the oper-
ation, from leadership to instruction to residen-
tial care and financial compliance. 

In all, 32 points of noncompliance with state 
policies are listed and another 28 findings are 
noted. 

“The compilation of the above findings 
and noncompliances indicates the school has 
strayed from its original mission and vision,” 
the report concludes. 

Moreover, “the administrative staff have al-
lowed the desire to increase student enrollment 
to overshadow accurately evaluating and pro-
viding appropriate supports to students with 
disabilities,” the report says. 

And in its detailed look at leadership, the re-
port says this: 

“Decisions, such as hiring of personnel, 
scheduling, and transporting students to home 
goings, were based on the needs of adults as 
opposed to students.”

The focus on enrollment led the review team 
to determine that 40 of WVSDB’s 94 students 
need additional evaluations to determine their 
eligibility to attend school here.

The review pointed out that 22 students 
had their eligibility for services changed just 
prior to being enrolled at WVSDB although 
their IEPs — individual educational programs 
— didn’t show any additional evaluations con-
ducted that would have been used to determine 
the need for changes. 

Other issues noted with special education at 
the school included students receiving more 
related services than the IEPs called for, which 
the report said  kept  those  students  out  of  the
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The Delta variant of Covid-19 has 
shown up in Hampshire County. 

The Health Department here was no-
tified Monday that the variant, known as 
B.1.617.2, was detected through routine 
screening.

The Delta variant spreads faster than 
the original Covid-19 strain that has 
plagued the nation for the last 15 months. 

The news of the variant arriving here 
coincides with a slight uptick in cases in 
Hampshire County. The Health Depart-
ment reported 7 new cases over the last 
week, with 5 still active although nobody 

is hospitalized. 
Over the course of the pandemic, 1,961 

Hampshire residents have tested positive 
for Covid-19 and 37 have died from the 
virus. 

County health officials on Monday re-
minded that the Delta variant is not more 
severe than the original strain, but it ap-
pears to spread 50% faster. 

Masks and social distancing provide 
some protection, but vaccinations are the 
best defense against contracting the dis-
ease. 

In  that  regard,  Hampshire  is  stuck  in

Foreclosure 
costs bank 
$2.2 million

Ripe for the 
picnicking 
Hampshire corn’s in time for the 4th

Study finds faults in 8 broad areas

Burch 

A year 
in the 
death
A grieving mother 
remembers Johnny 
NICK CARROLL Review Staff

Johnny Adams would have turned 
15 earlier this month. July 11 marks 
the 1st anniversary of his death. 

In between lies a mother’s grief. 
Rohini Benjamin, who gave birth 

to Johnathan Benjamin Adams, visit-
ed the gravesite of her only son on his 
birthday, June 5. 

“I miss him so much it still hurts,” 
Rohini wrote on her Facebook page. 
“I’m dying inside and wish I could see 
your smile.”

Rohini decorated her son’s tomb-
stone with flowers, balloons and a 
bobblehead of the New England Pa-
triots.

“He was a very loving kid who

JIM KING Review Staff

When Shirley Bowen paid 
off her house in Delray back in 
2006, she did what many older 
homeowners do and took out a 
reverse mortgage to provide her 
a little more financial security. 

But when her lender was 
bought out, the new owners, 
California-based CIT Bank, 
tried to foreclose on her – an 
“aggressive” action that ended 
up costing them more than $2 

million.
Bowen passed away at the 

age of 81 in January 2019, but 
her estate continued the lawsuit 
that had begun 2 years earlier. 

Two weeks ago a Hampshire 
County jury found that CIT 
Bank breached its contract with 
Bowen, illegally foreclosed, vi-
olated state consumer protec-
tion law, filed false documents 
with  the  county  clerk,  abused

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF   
Review Staff

ROMNEY — It’s a sum-
mer staple: Hampshire Coun-
ty-grown sweet corn, and this 
year, the golden treat will be 
available just in time for 4th-
of-July picnics. 

Spring Valley Farms had 
its first corn picked yesterday 
morning, and in the afternoon 
it was on sale and ready for 
the flocks of folks looking to 
supplement their holiday pic-
nic meals. 

Spring Valley’s Eli Cook 
explained that the early corn 
would be on sale for $6.99 a 
dozen, 60 cents an ear or 120 
ears for $60, and he pointed 
out some of the reasons why 
early corn is more expensive.

“You have to plant it in plas-
tic and cover it,” he said. “The 
soil needs to be above 50 de-
grees.” This crop of early corn 
was planted around March 27, 
Cook said, and there has been 
a stretch of strange weather 
this spring that has kept things 
interesting. 

“We’ve  had  a  lot  of  cold
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EARLY

Rio Fun Festival 6:30 p.m. 
July 2 and 11 to 10 July 3, old 
Rio schoolhouse. Friday: Parade, 
music, food, 50/50 drawing, 
cake wheel, games. Saturday: 
Cruise-in 1-6, cake walks, games, 
food, Raw Country 6:30-10:30, 
BBQ at 5, crowning 10.
Music and fireworks 8 p.m. 
July 2, Capon Bridge Fire Hall. 
Maria Rose and Danny Elswick 
perform until the fireworks at 
dusk.
Slanesville Ruritan 8-noon 
July 3 Ruritan Club, Rt. 29. 30th 
annual car, truck and tractor 
show, live music, raffle, silent 
auction, breakfast.

ON THE 4TH

33rd car show and festival 
noon-5 p.m., Capon Valley Ruritan 
Park, Yellow Spring. Cars and 
tractors, live music, BBQ chicken 
and pork, kid activities, home-
made ice cream, auction at 4.

Lane to 
shift onto 
new bridge
Review Staff

One-lane traffic on Route 28 
south of Springfield will shift onto 
the new bridge being built as ear-
ly as Friday, the Division of High-
ways said Tuesday. 

Traffic signals will remain in 
place and temporary barriers will 
mark the lane, Camp Cliffside 
Road and Long Road. 

The shift will allow contractors 
to demolish the old truss bridge 
and complete the new structure. o

Dancin’ away 
to bluegrass

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF 
Review Staff

A couple beats the 
heat and sways to 
the music arising 
from the 12th an-
nual South Branch 
Bluegrass Festival 
Saturday. 
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