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Season’s 1st snow found us ready

Vaccine 
timeline

Review Staff

Autumn gave way to winter last Wednes-
day with a blanket of snow across Hampshire 
County. 

The culprit was a storm — named Gail by 
the Weather Channel — that raced across 
the region, piling up more white stuff to our 
north, but diminishing to nearly nothing east 
of Winchester. 

Snow totals around Hampshire Coun-
ty ranged from 7 inches in the Romney area 
to 12 inches in Slanesville. That was lighter 
than the 12 to 18 inches forecast just the day 
before. 

Frontline workers celebrate ‘an end in sight’ 

BETH SAGER Purgitsville

Fire consumes the residence of Jerry and Vickie High on 
Huffman Road Saturday morning. Firefighters battle the 
blaze in the snow. 

Fire quickly levels 
Purgitsville home 

Head-on 
crash kills 
couple

If you’re 
a Review 
subscriber 

 Some of our subscribers 
have been receiving their Re-
view a week or more late.

We at the Review would 
like all our readers to know 
that we take this matter very 
seriously and apologize for 
the unnecessary delays.

Our standard procedure for 
sending out the newspaper 
on Wednesday morning is al-
ways the same. We label the 
paper with the proper address, 
bundle the Reviews according 
to  U.S.  postal  regulations, 

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

AUGUSTA — With the new year approach-
ing rapidly, folks are looking to 2021 with one, 
all-consuming emotion: hope.

And “hope” is the word 
that best describes the feel-
ings of the Hampshire 
County health officials as 
the Covid-19 vaccine begins 
to be available to frontline 
workers. 

Dr. Thomas Daugherty, 
a health officer with the 
Hampshire County Health 
Department, received his 
vaccination on Friday as 
one of the many healthcare 
workers, 1st responders and 
other frontline Covid fight-

ers who will be the 1st to receive the vaccine. 
Daugherty quoted Winston Churchill, calling 

the ongoing distribution plan “the end of the be-
ginning.”

“We’re finally at the point where we’ve turned

JIM KING Review Staff

PURGITSVILLE — Fire 
destroyed a home here Sat-
urday morning, leaving its 
occupants with nothing but 
each other just 6 days before 
Christmas.

“Mom tried to throw a few 
presents on the back porch, 
but the fire got those too,” 
said daughter Beth Sager, 
who lives next door. 

But friends and neighbors 
have responded to the need of 
Vickie and Jerry High, Beth 
said Monday afternoon, 

“People have already 
dropped off tons and tons of 
clothes and toiletries,” she 
said. 

The help that’s needed now 
is the heavy lifting — excava-
tion and laying a waterline to 
a mobile home on the proper-
ty that the Highs plan to move 
into. 

The couple had no insur-
ance on the property that Jer-
ry built himself miles from 
the nearest fire company and 
heated by a woodstove. 

Two others 
hospitalized
JIM KING Review Staff

A Points couple married 
64 years were killed Friday 
morning in a head-on crash 
on U.S. 50 near Little Caca-
pon Road.

James H. “Pete” Burkett 
and his wife, Shirley, were 
both pronounced dead at the 
scene. 

The driver of the other ve-
hicle, J.J. Behr Jr. of Spring-
field and the 12-year-old pas-
senger in his Chevrolet Cav-
alier were both transported to 
hospitals in critical condition, 
Hampshire County Sheriff’s 
deputies said. 

Behr, 20, on Tuesday lay in 
a bed at Winchester Medical 
Center with multiple injuries. 
His mother, Jes Mendez Behr, 
reported that he is breathing 
on his own, but has a long 
road to recovery. 

“When he is ready to move 
around he will be in a wheel-
chair for a while,” she said. 

Mendez Behr said the inju-
ries to her son included fac-

tured hips and ankles, 3 bro-
ken ribs, lung damage, a 
bleeding pancreas, a sprained 
foot and swelling to his brain. 

He was initially placed in 
a medically induced coma, 
which was ended by Tuesday. 

“He is still not really aware 
of what’s happening to him,” 
she said. 

J.J.’s sister, Joy Behr, has 
created a Facebook fundraiser
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“And it came to  
pass in those days...”
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KITTY SAVAGE, 4C ED LOMBARDI, 6A
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in 2020

FIRST 
SHOTS

Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine 
gave HMH employees their

CAROLE WEARE Valley Health

Vincent Houdersheldt gets 
his vaccination from Regis-
tered Nurse Loretta Thomson. 
Vincent’s wife, Samantha, 
received her vaccination the 
same day. 

JES MENDEZ BEHR Green Spring

J.J. Behr Jr. is receiving 
care at Winchester Medical 
Center after last week’s 
head-on collision. 

KRISTIE LONG HHS HOSA

Kristie Long smiles behind her mask as 
she gets her shot last week. 

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

With the Covid-19 vac-
cine distribution plan under-
way, many people have the 
same question: “when can I get 
mine?”

The distribution plan is com-
prehensive, and the Department 
of Health and Human Resourc-
es in West Virginia has the an-
swer to everyone’s question, 
ranging from 1st responders, to 
the elderly, to the general popu-
lation, and Stephanie Shoemak-
er, director of the Hampshire 
County Health Department, ex-
plained that they will be fol-
lowing their directives from the

COLE ROOMSBURG Romney

Fire and rescue crews were still 
on call during Dec. 16’s snow day.

Our weekly poll, Page 6A

Choose the 
story of the 
Decade

See CRASH page 7A n

See FIRE page 7A n

See SNOW page 7A n

See REVIEW page 7A n

See TIMELINE page 7A n See SHOTS page 7A n


