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Farmer’s market coming to Capon Bridge   Details, Page 4A

‘People are buying sight unseen’

Rescuer’s  
plea to keep 
7 dogs fails

Covid dollars provide relief to schools

JIM KING Review Staff

Real estate in Hampshire County is a 
seller’s market right now.

Realtor Keenan Shanholtz, who has 
the biggest agency in the county, says 
it’s a condition that’s just feeding on it-
self. 

“The irony is that pretty much the 

same reason everybody’s buying is the 
same reason nobody’s selling,” he said 
— the pandemic. 

The real estate market here has for 
years been driven by people buying sec-
ond homes. Shanholtz says the market 
has a natural turnover to it with some 
second-home owners ready to unload 

their properties because they find they 
don’t use them or they want to move to 
another site. 

Now, he says, that’s not happening.
“They’re using them for ultimate so-

cial distancing, or they’re saying, ‘We 
better not let go of this in case this 
might happen again.”

Sheila Judy of West Virginia Real Es-
tate sees the same problem.

“People have come out here to buy 
these properties because of concern of 
what’s happening in the major cities,” 
she said.  

The bottom line is that not much of 
anybody is selling. As of Monday, 37 

houses were for sale in the county and 
176 pieces of land. 

This time 2 years ago, more than 100 
houses were for sale and more than 300 
land sites. 

“The biggest issue we’re having right 
now is a shortage of listings,” Judy said.

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

ROMNEY — The magistrate’s ruling Friday 
morning wasn’t what Love Shack owner Sabri-
na Droescher wanted to hear, as the judge denied 
her request to keep 7 of the 103 seized dogs from 
her Cabin Road property on Cooper Mountain 
and was subsequently formally indicted on 103 

charges of animal cruelty. 
Droescher appeared before 

Magistrate Ron DiCiolla to con-
test the seizure of 7 dogs from 
her property, located about 4 
miles north of U.S. 50 on Coo-
per Mountain, where Hampshire 
County Animal Control and 
the Hampshire County Sher-
iff’s Department have removed 

103 living dogs from the premises since April 5. 
One of the dogs, a blue pit bull, will remain with 
Droescher “for safety purposes,” due to her ex-
tremely aggressive nature. 

Cpl. Phoebe Lahman with the Hampshire Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Dept. described the conditions she 
noticed at the property: the “excessively strong” 
smell of urine and feces, lack of organization in 
the dogs’ medical records and the varying medical 
conditions of the dogs. 

The investigation led by Lahman began on 
Sept. 30, 2020, when she went to the property, 
met Droescher and did a walkthrough. After the 
walkthrough, Droescher was told to clean up the 
area and reduce the number of dogs.

Lahman said when she returned at the end of 
March, the numbers weren’t dwindling and that 
there were no real improved conditions. 
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ROMNEY — For what feels like 
the 1st time ever, Hampshire Coun-
ty Schools have a  little bit of mon-
ey, thanks to the Covid relief dol-
lars that have been consistently 
trickling into the school board of-
fice since the fall. 

 “For the 1st time, we actual-
ly have money to invest in the 
kids,” said board president Debbie 
Champ. 

The 1st wave of Covid money hit 
Hampshire County in Fall 2020 and 
provided the schools with around 
$900,000 initially. Superinten-
dent Jeff Pancione said that when 
it comes to all of the Covid money 
for the schools and where it can be 
applied, the main word is “sustain-
ability.”

“It’s all about how we can sustain 
the stuff we’ve been doing,” Panci-
one said. “We’ve added additional 

summer staff development, bought 
a lot of the cleaning supplies and 
the Covid stuff.”

Since the fall, the school system 
has received over $16 million in 
Covid relief money, and the top ar-
eas where the board is directing the 
funds are mental health services, 
academic recovery, technology and 
extracurricular organizations. 

Pancione said the schools added 
2 more social workers to the school 

system, and with some of the relief 
money he plans to carry them into 
next year as well. 

As far as academic recovery, 
Pancione cited summer school and 
Hampshire High’s 5th block pro-
gram as some projects that are be-
ing funded with money from the 
state.

With the Extracurricular Equity 
Fund, high schools in the Mountain 

Teen, rider injured 
in crash landing 

County’s virus numbers point wrong direction 

DANIEL LIN Daily News Record

Emergency crews survey the scene of a plane crash beside Shenandoah 
Valley Regional Airport in Weyers Cave last week.
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WEYERS CAVE, Va. — A 
touch-and-go landing went 
awry for a 17-year-old pilot 
from Romney last week. 

Authorities say he crash 
landed the plane he was pilot-
ing at 7:08 p.m. April 12 — a 
Monday — at the Shenando-
ah Valley Regional Airport 
in this community along I-81 
midway between Strasburg 
and Harrisonburg, Va.

Virginia State Police are 
not identifying the pilot or his 
passenger because they are 
both underage.  

The young pilot was trans-

ported to the University of 
Virginia Medical Center in 
Charlottesville for treatment 
of serious, but non-life threat-
ening, injuries. The passen-
ger was transported to nearby 
Sentara Rockingham Memo-
rial Hospital for treatment of 
his non-life threatening inju-
ries as well. 

The plane, a Piper PA-28-
140 Cherokee, was practic-
ing touch-and-go landings at 
Shenandoah Valley Regional 
Airport. The 53-year-old air-
craft is listed as being owned 
by DJAir. 
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Hampshire County has its share 
of troubling signs that the Covid-19 
pandemic is not ending easily. 

• A 78-year-old woman from 
Romney succumbed to the virus last 
week — the 1st fatality attributed to 
Covid in a month. She is the 33rd 
Hampshire resident to die from the 
disease. 

• The Health Department report-

ed 19 new cases on Monday, the 
biggest 1-day total since January. 

“You can tell that people are 
slacking based off the case numbers 
and the way it’s spreading through 
families,” County Health Depart-
ment Director Stephanie Shoemak-
er said. 

• The U.K. variant, technically 
known as B.1.1.7, was detected for 
the 1st time in a Hampshire County 

resident. The report from last Thurs-
day said the variant was detected in 
a person tested on March 13. 

The U.K. strain, which is spread-
ing rapidly across the country, 
spreads more easily than the origi-
nal strain, although it is not believed 
to be more severe or deadly. 

Health officials said the variant 
was  detected  during  routine  sam-
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Skies might 
be gray, but 
Hampshire 
County’s 
redbuds are in 
the pink right 
now — par-
ticularly along 
their most 
prominent 
stretch, the 
mile-long run 
up the west 
side of Cooper 
Mountain. o
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Real estate is booming 
in Hampshire County 
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RECOVERY

Ailments 
follow 103 
recovered 
dogs
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Our toll
 35 Active
 1 in hospital 
 33 Deaths
1,749 Con-

firmed

Vaccinated
26.2% Fully
34.5% Partially

Check our app or our 
website, www.hamp-
shirereview.com, to 
see how the Trojan 
girls fared against Weir 
for a trip to the state 
basketball tournament.
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