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OUR NEWS IN YOUR POCKET

Property swap may see the school board office move

Surprise memorials benefit Helping Hands

Illustration NICK CARROLL and JIM KING Review Staff

Take a visual tour through the year since the president declared a pan-
demic on March 11, 2020.  Page 5C
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You’re on the go and now the 
Hampshire Review is right there 
with you. 

The Review has become the 
1st weekly newspaper in West 
Virginia to launch its own app. 
You can download it from Ap-
ple’s app store or from Google 
Play, depending on whether you 
carry an iPhone or an Android. 

It’s good for tablets of all sizes 
as well. 

“We really had to do this,” 
said Managing Editor Nick 
Carroll, who spearheaded the 

app’s development. “The vast 
majority of our friends access on 
a mobile device these days.”

The app truly makes good on 
the paper’s decade-long pledge, 
“We’re with you.” 

The biggest advantage of the 
app, Carroll says, is that break-
ing news shows up instanta-
neously — and alerts you when 
it arrives. 

“It’s our news in your pocket 
— and it’s there when you need 
it most,” he said. 

The app includes a weather 
widget that expands to give each 

day’s forecast for wherever you 
are at the moment. 

The easy-to-use app provides 
fast access to sports and news 
updates as well as the best of 
each week’s print edition of the 
Hampshire Review, which has 
been judged the state’s biggest 
best weekly paper for 11 of the 
last 12 years. 

App users also have access to 
the paper’s e-edition. 

The download is free and it’s 
as easy to install as any oth-
er app you add to your home 
screen. o
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ROMNEY — The School Street prop-
erty swap between the school board and 
the Economic Development Authority 
might result in the Central Office relo-
cating in a couple years.

The board’s Central Office on School 
Street is not quite as “central” to Hamp-
shire County as the name might imply, 
with the entire property sitting on the 

westernmost side of Romney.
The Development Authority and the 

school board are currently working on 
a memorandum of understanding swap-
ping the School Street property, where 
Romney Elementary and the Central Of-
fice both currently sit, and the old hospi-
tal location on Blue Street. The schools 
intend to build the new West Elementary 
on that site. 

It’s not going to be an exact, acre-for-
acre swap, said Development Authority 
Director Eileen Johnson.

“We are expecting that both parties 
will end up with property compatible in 
size and equal in the ability to develop,” 
she explained.

The old hospital property is 5.64 acres, 
and the School Street property is 4.25 
acres, and Johnson said the goal is for 

the school board and the Development 
Authority to “swap the whole thing,” in-
cluding the Central Office.

There had been some discussion be-
tween the Development Authority and 
the school board regarding a possible re-
location of the Central Office to a more, 
well, central location after the land swap. 

The  Central  Office  for  the  school
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When Jose Silverio Sorza-
no died on Dec. 29, his fam-
ily published an obituary in 
the Hampshire Review for the 
80-year-old that chronicled a 
remarkable life amid the mov-
ers and shakers of Washington. 

What it didn’t include was a 
sentence that appeared in the 
version that ran in the Wash-
ington Post: 

“Memorial donations may 
be made to … Helping Hands, 
24 W Main St, Romney, WV 
26757.”

When money started trick-
ling in, Helping Hands Pres-
ident Mary French Barb was 
caught by surprise. 

“Totally unexpected on our 
part,” she said, “but so thank-
ful, my mercy.”

To date, more than $1,800 

has been donated to Helping 
Hands in honor of the Cuban 
political refugee who made 
Levels home for the last 6 years 
of his life. 

Born and raised in Havana, 
Cuba, he played  on  a  national
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ROMNEY — New Prosecutor Rebecca 
Miller put her 1st grand jury through its paces 
earlier this month, procuring 53 indictments 
against 50 people. 

Miller’s mix of indictments concentrated 
heavily on drugs and child endangerment. 

Fully 30 of the indict-
ments are related to posses-
sion or distribution of drugs, 
or conspiracy, manufacture 
or transporting them to jail. 

A couple of the cases of 
drug use overlap with a half 
dozen cases charging gross 
child neglect creating sub-
stantial risk of bodily injury. 

In addition, the week be-
fore the grand jury met, 

Miller brought 2 other drug-related charges 
against defendants who waived having the 
complaints brought before the grand jury. In-
stead, they agreed to a legal instrument called 
an information, agreeing to be prosecuted. 
Both men were convicted in appearances be-
fore Judge Charles Carl on Feb. 24. 

Six of the 53 indictments are sealed be-
cause the defendants have yet to be notified 
or taken into custody. 

Technically, these indictments are for the 
January term of the grand jury, which meets 
3 times a year — in January, May and Sep-
tember — to consider charges. The Covid-19 
pandemic that kept Hampshire on red status 
most of the winter  led  Chief  Judge  Charles

Officials don’t have 
details – or restrictions – 

confirmed yet
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At least $5 million — and probably 
tens of thousands more — of the $1.9 tril-
lion American Rescue Plan enacted last 
week is headed directly into Hampshire 
County. 

And that doesn’t include the $1,400 
payments going directly to each taxpayer 
and their children. 

The Covid relief plan signed into law 
last Thursday by President Biden has 
$4.49 million going to the Hampshire 
County Commission, $710,000 to the 
town of Romney and $150,000 to the 
town of Capon Bridge. 

But don’t expect a log of big local gov-
ernment spending right off the bat. 

First off, the money is divided over 2 
years. Sen. Joe Manchin’s office said half 
the funds will be released to the county 
and towns within 60 days. The other half 
comes a year later. 

Second, nobody locally knows what re-
strictions come with the funds. 

“We don’t know any particulars yet, 
what strings are attached with it,” County 
Clerk Eric Strite said Monday. 

Romney Mayor Beverly Keadle said 
she was waiting to hear from Manchin’s 
office what rules come with the cash. 

“It may be related to problems the town
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Our toll
 22 Active
 1 in hospital 
 29 Deaths
1,609 Con-

firmed

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursday

Sign up for  
the Vaccine 
Visit vaccinate.
wv.gov or call 
1-833-734-
0965. 
Vaccines are 
open to anyone 
age 50 or old-
er, but anyone 
16 or older can 
register. 

BATTLING COVID-19
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Jose Silverio 
Sorzano

When you see the 
‘R’ on your smart-
phone’s screen, 
you’ll know you’re 
at the Hampshire 
Review.

The home page shows top headlines and a 
handy menu on your iPad. 
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