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A native son of Romney who was in the 
public spotlight seemingly his whole life is 
being laid to rest today. 

Garry Long — high school football hero, 
longtime dentist and, for 1 brief year, “Lord 
Fairfax” — died on Sunday at age 88. 

“He was such a kind, gentle, very intelli-
gent person,” his wife, Bonnie, said Tues-
day. “He never raised his voice with the 
children. He was such a kind-spoken per-
son.”

 A New Year’s Day baby, his intelligence 
shone when he won the Golden Horseshoe 
as an 8th-grader  — a coveted statewide 
prize his children Gill and Kitty also won. 

As a student at Romney High School 
he played a key role in the Pioneers’ 1949 
football season that ended in the county’s 
only state football championship. 

The lanky left end (on both offense and 
defense) played a key role in the 20-19 state 
championship victory over the Wirt County 
Tigers. All the scoring came in the 1st half; 
then in the defensive struggle of the 2nd 
half, Long recovered a Wirt fumble, stop-
ping a potential scoring drive. 
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Health Director Stephanie Shoemaker 
has a short message for county residents:

Sign up for the Covid-19 vaccine. 
“If they’re waiting for any reason, 

there’s no reason to wait any more,” 
Shoemaker said Monday. “We’re getting 
to the point that we’re starting to run out 
of names.”

Gov. Jim Justice last week lowered 
the age to qualify for a vaccine to 60. At 
the same time, more vaccines are com-
ing each week. That’s thanks to a 3rd 
drug maker, Johnson and Johnson, get-
ting emergency permission to release its 
vaccine. The J&J vaccine only requires 1 
dose and no extraordinary refrigeration. 

Shoemaker is preparing for Hamp-
shire’s largest vaccination clinic yet on 
Thursday, with 637 doses available. 

“We can get them in pretty quickly 
now,” Shoemaker said. “They need to 
get registered.”

Vaccinations are being scheduled by 
the state. Either visit vaccinate.wv.gov 
or call 1-833-734-0965 to sign up. 

Vaccines are open to all people age 60 
or older, but anyone 16 or older can reg-
ister. When a slot is open for your vacci-

nation, you will be notified. 
In addition to the Health Department, 

the Walgreens and Lambert pharmacies 
are administering vaccines here. 

More than 4,500 Hampshire residents 
have already received at least 1 dose of 
the Covid-19 vaccine. 

While vaccinations are surging, new 
cases continue to pop up, keeping the 
county in Orange Status on the state’s 
5-color map that tracks the fight against 
the virus. 
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ROMNEY — With levels 
of iron sediment and arsenic 
in the water at John J. Corn-
well and Slanesville elemen-
tary schools, the board of ed-
ucation has taken action to 
flush the systems and provide 
alternative water to students 
and staff for consumption.

At Monday’s board meet-
ing, Kenneth Maiers, who 
heads the water plant for the 

town of Romney, present-
ed information to the board 
members about the water sup-
ply at the schools in the north 
end of the county. 

Board president Debbie 
Champ summarized the is-
sues, explaining that levels of 
some chemicals in the water 
have been rising at JJC, and 
the county received a citation, 
guiding the board to take ac-
tion to remediate the issue.
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ROMNEY — This past week 
was a week of high numbers for 
Lost Mountain BBQ Compa-
ny and owner Josh Arnold, but 
the most important figures were 
$6,000 and 1.

Arnold raised $6,000 for 1 “in-
credible” employee last week, 
through food sales, tips and do-
nations. 

Robbie Coleman of Burling-
ton called Arnold Sunday a week 
ago — Feb. 21 — from the burn 
unit in a Pittsburgh hospital. His 
house had caught fire, and while 
he was able to get his family out 
and away from harm, Coleman 
suffered serious burns to his face 
and hands trying to fight the fire. 

Arnold decided to help Cole-
man, who he called “an incred-
ible employee.” Arnold ran a 
weeklong special at Lost Moun-

tain BBQ last week, at both the 
Romney location and the new 
Cumberland location, to raise 
money for Coleman and his fam-
ily. 

With tips, donations and food 
sales, Arnold raised around 

$6,000. 
In fact, there was such incred-

ible turnout to in help Coleman 
that the restaurant’s Romney lo-
cation had to be closed Sunday, 
because there wasn’t enough 
food to sell. 

Food sales obviously played a 
big part in the $6,000 total, but 
so did direct community dona-
tions.

“There were those who wanted 
to help directly by just donations,
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ROMNEY — Virtual Fridays will 
continue until the end of the school 
year, thanks to the approved 4-1 waiv-
er submitted by the school board to the 
State Board of Education. 

The state school board decided 
during its  Feb. 23 meeting to send stu-
dents in the Mountain State back to 
brick-and-mortar completely full-time, 
5 days a week. 

Hampshire County has been keeping 
Fridays set aside for teachers to catch 
up with their remote students, a “nec-
essary” addition to the school schedule 
during Covid-era learning, the board 
said at its meeting 9 days ago. 

“We need to keep our word to the 
teachers,” said board vice president Ed 
Morgan. “We said we’d give them a 
day. We need to stand by that.”

At the Feb. 26 meeting, the board 
unanimously voted to stand by the 4-1 
schedule. The following day, the state 
school board made its decision to send 
the students statewide back to school 5 
days, seemingly undermining the coun-
ty board’s decision the night before. 
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Free testing 
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall

10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursday

Sign up for the vaccine
To schedule a vaccination, visit 
vaccinate.wv.gov or call 1-833-734-
0965. 
Vaccines are open to all people age 
60 or older, but anyone 16 or older 
can register. 
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Corps pledges $975K to Purgitsville water
Review Staff

WASHINGTON — The Army Corps 
of Engineers said Tuesday afternoon 
that it’s kicking in $975,000 to bring 
public water to Purgitsville. 

The announcement came from 
U.S. Senators Shelley Moore Capi-
to (R-Charleston) and Joe Manchin 
(D-Farmington), members of the Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee.

The extension project will help pro-
vide reliable, safe drinking water to res-
idents in Purgitsville and southwestern 
Hampshire County.

“West Virginians deserve access to 
safe drinking water and reliable in-
frastructure both above and below 
ground,” said Capito, ranking member 
of the Senate Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee. “Improving our 

state’s infrastructure is a top priority; 
which is why I’ve made it a point to 
identify projects that are in need of fed-
eral support.” 

Manchin added: “I am pleased the 
Purgitsville Water Extension Project 
is receiving federal funding to provide 
West Virginians in Hampshire County 
with water service and fire protection.”

Last June the state’s Infrastructure 

and Jobs Development Council ap-
proved a $2.5 million grant to kick start 
the 1st phase of the project, bringing 
water to 53 customers near the Hardy 
County line. 

Construction has yet to begin. 
Pastor Don Judy of White Pine 

Church of the Brethren began lobbying 
for public water in the area in the fall of 
2018, spurred by the suspect quality of 

well water in Purgitsville and anecdotal 
evidence of high cancer rates. 

Plans are for Central Hampshire to 
purchase water from neighboring Har-
dy County and pump it to residents. 
More than 100 people put down a de-
posit and signed up for the service. 

Another 23 will be connected in 
phase 2 and the rest in phase 3 — pro-
vided funding can be found. o


