
Buck season 
2020: bigger 
and better? 
JIM KING Review Staff and Wires

Buck season starts Monday in West Virginia 
and 2020 promises to be bigger and better than 
2019. 

The bigger part is the season being extended to 
14 days, with 1 more Sunday added to the sched-
ule. 

The better? Well, the 
Division of Natural Re-
sources says this year’s 
mast production — the 
worst in the 49-year 
history of the index — 
means more deer will 
be on the move and in 
the sights of hunters. 

In addition, wildlife 
biologist Rich Rogers 
of the Romney DNR of-
fice, has this insight.

“The rut seems to be 
coming on a little late 
this year and it’s been 
slow up to this point,” 
he said. “There might 
be some rutting bucks 
next week, which will be interesting.”

Hunters in Hampshire County nabbed 1,239 
bucks in 2019. That total was easily in the bot-
tom half of the 10-year trend. 

The buck firearms season has concurrent ant-
lerless deer and bear firearms seasons, provided 
hunters purchase the right stamps.
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The North River meanders through woods stripped bare of their leaves as nature settles 
in for a long winter’s nap.  

Head-on 
collision 
claims 1

NOVEMBER ’S  NORMS
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Confirmed COVID-19 cases here 
topped 200 this week.

The ongoing surge in the pandemic 
had long lines for free testing on Tues-
day and shut down the Springfield Res-
cue Squad until Thursday. 

County schools, meanwhile, stayed 

open with the exception of Slanesville 
Elementary as the state’s 5-color status 
map had Hampshire in the yellow since 
Saturday. 

As of Tuesday morning, Hampshire 
County had 47 active cases — 11 of 
them new on Monday — and 4 people 
hospitalized with the virus. 

The total since the pandemic first 
reached here in late March is 209 con-
firmed and 19 probable cases. Proba-
bles were identified through rapid test-
ing. 

While the infection rate remained at 
Orange Status levels this week, the pos-
itivity rate stayed in the Yellow to keep 

in-person instruction alive. 
Thursday will be the last day for stu-

dents to be in class until Dec. 7, appar-
ently. Friday is already a planned virtual 
instruction day and classes are out next 
week for the buck season and Thanks-
giving holiday. 

Gov. Jim Justice has ordered schools 
to keep their doors closed through 
Thursday, Dec. 3, and with Hampshire 
schools in virtual mode on Fridays, stu-
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YELLOW SPRING — A head-on collision 
on Route 259 Saturday morning killed the 
passenger in one of the vehicles. 

Sara Brookfield, 69, of Wardensville was 
pronounced dead at Winchester Medical Cen-
ter of injuries she suffered. 

Her husband, 82-year-old Robert M. 
Brookfield Jr., and the other driver, Andrew 
A. Clark, 32, of Martinsville, were also trans-
ported to the Winchester hospital. Sheriff’s 
deputies said they both suffered serious inju-
ries. 

The accident occurred shortly before 7:30 
a.m. Saturday on Carpers Pike in Yellow 
Spring. 

Deputies said Clark was traveling south in a 
2004 Volkswagen when he crossed the center 
line, crashing head-on into the 2018 Subaru 
Brookfield was driving north. 

Both cars were extensively damaged and 
all 3 occupants had to be extricated from their 
vehicles by fire and EMS personnel.

Capon Springs Fire and Rescue, Hampshire 
County EMS, and fire and EMS units from 
Frederick County responded to the crash.

Lt. Brian Hinger of the Hampshire County 
Sheriff’s Office is leading the ongoing inves-
tigation into what caused Clark to cross left of 
center. No citations have been issued yet. o

Sheriff seeks 
missing woman 
and boyfriend 

Winter forecast: not 
so cold, typical snow

Deer season is 
W.Va.’s worst 
for collisions 

WVDNR

More collisions happen with deer between 
October and December.
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Hampshire County Sheriff’s deputies are 
looking for a woman her family hasn’t seen 
in 5 weeks along with the man she said she 
was moving to Kirby with. 

Kristie Marie Plum-
ley, 39, last spoke with 
her family on Oct. 13 
when she told them she 
was moving to Kirby to 
live with her boyfriend, 
35-year-old Daniel Lum 
Wright. 

Plumley’s family no-
tified the Sheriff’s Of-
fice on Sunday with 
their concern and depu-
ties have been unable in 
several attempts to make 

contact with either Plumley or Wright at his 
home on Buck Skin Road in Kirby.

If anyone has information on the where-
abouts of either person, call the Hamp-
shire County Sheriff’s Office at 304-822-
3894. Anonymous tips can also be submitted 
through the sheriff’s office website at www.
hampshirecountysheriffwv.com. 

Plumley, a Strasburg, Va., native, stands 
5-foot-2 and weighs 125 pounds. She has 
brown hair and brown eyes. o
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In the choice of what fore-
casts to believe, let’s ignore 
the Old Farmer’s Almanac this 
year. 

The map in the annual pub-
lication has this neck of the 
woods under a label called 
“sheets of sleet.” 

Brrrrrr. 
Instead, listen to Topper 

Shutt, chief meteorologist at 
WUSA, Channel 9, in Wash-
ington, D.C., or the folks at 
AccuWeather and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. 

They’re all saying the win-
ter here is likely to be warm-
er than normal and average in 
snowfall — all courtesy of a 
weak La Niña phenomenon, 

the 1st in 3 years. 
The short tale is that the jet 

stream, which carries the win-
ter weather across the conti-
nent, is more likely to stay to 
our north. 

It’s not a perfect gauge. We 
were under a weak La Niña in 
1996 and long-time residents 
will gladly talk about the bliz-

zard that January. 
But generally, La Niña is a 

good thing. It’s the name for 
conditions along the Equator 
in the central and eastern Pa-
cific when the surface water 
temperatures are cooler and 
those to the west are warmer. 

“This causes changes  in  the
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We’re smack in the middle of deer-and-car-
collision season in West Virginia — and the lat-
est numbers say it’s worse than ever. 

State Farm Insurance has released its annual 
study and says that for the 14th year in a row, 
West Virginia leads the nation in deer-vehicle 
collisions. 

Alarmingly, 1 in 37 West Virginians has had 
a run-in with a deer in the last year, the insur-
er said, which is worse than a year ago, and that 
was considered the worst rate in recent memory. 

The stats from State Farm dovetail with a re-
minder from the Division of Natural Resources 
about watching for deer. 

DNR estimates that 40 percent of accidents 
happen in the last 3 months of the year, the peri-
od surrounding the deer rut. 

DUM PSTE R 
S I TE S  FOR 
CA RCA SSE S
• Romney DNR park-

ing lot, Depot St.
• Springfield Fire Hall 
• Capon Bridge Fire 

Hall
• Wardensville WMA 

headquarters, Trout 
Run Road

• Hardy/Grant: Spring 
Run Hatchery

• Mineral: Burlington 
Fire Company 

• Berkeley: Sleepy 
Creek WMA

• Morgan: Ridge 
Hatchery

See BUCK page 7A n

W E S T  V I R G I N I A ’ S  B I G G E S T  B E S T  W E E K LY  N E W S P A P E R

Our current toll
 47 Active cases
 4 Hospitalized 
209 Confirmed positive
 19 Probable cases
 1 Death

• Face coverings for grades 
3-5 on buses and where 
social distancing can’t be 
maintained. 
• Face coverings for grade 6 
and up at all times
• No assemblies

HA M PSH IRE ’S  STATUS  
AS  OF  TU ESDAY

YELLOWUNABATED VIRUS
Hampshire tops 200 positive cases 
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