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Romney Elementary runners (in red) cheer the 4th-grade girls running in Hampshire’s annual Pumpkin Run. The mile race pits teams from 
each elementary school’s 4th- and 5th-grades, boys and girls against each other on the Paul Clovis Trail.  

Run for the pumpkins

Driving the 
point home
Bus driver shortage 
strains ‘amazing’  
transportation team
EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

You can’t have “busy” without “bus,” 
and transportation supervisor J.W. See said 
that with the staff shortages the department 
were experiencing, even “busy” was an 
understatement.  

While the list of substitutes and drivers is 
getting shorter, the list of duties remains the 
same, which results in high stress, reworked 
routes and a need for teamwork between 
administrators, drivers and families.

Jobs go 
begging
As employment here 
soars, state agencies are 
scrambling to hire
JIM KING Review Staff

Hampshire County has never had better 
jobs numbers and that has employers scram-
bling to fill positions — starting with the 
state of West Virginia.

• The Division of Highways has billboards 
along U.S. 50 looking for workers and a hir-
ing event next Wednesday, Oct. 20. 

• The Division of 
Natural Resourc-
es’ law enforcement 
operation is con-
ducting its Physical 
Agility Test here in 
November to quali-
fy new officer can-
didates.

• The Division of 
Corrections has a 
walk-in hiring event 
next week at the Po-
tomac Highlands 
Regional Jail in Au-
gusta. 

D e v e l o p m e n t 
Authority Director Eileen Johnson told her 
board in September that unemployment in 
the county was down to 3% and employers 
were struggling to fill positions. 

The numbers have only gotten better — or 
worse, depending on your point of view — 
since then. 

‘Don’t wait until it’s too late’

Is your number up?
Council member drives to identify Romney’s addresses

Yellow Spring native mans the stressful, emotional frontline in Myrtle Beach
Hospital 
numbers, 
deaths on 
the rise
EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF 
Review Staff

For the 1st time in 
2 months, Hampshire 
County is out of the red. 

As of Tuesday 
morning, Hampshire 
County was stoutly in the 
orange zone for Covid-19 
positivity rate, and while 
it’s a step in the right 
direction, orange is far 
from green. 

The Health Department 
confirmed another 
death due to the virus 
last Friday: a 70-year-
old Romney man. His 
passing marks the 48th 
Covid death here since 
the beginning of the 
pandemic in 2020. The 
county recorded zero 
deaths  between  June  8
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MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. — 
Brooke Davis has always wanted to 
take care of others.

She grew up in Yellow Spring, 
watching her Aunt Marsha, a nurse, 
take care of and nurture her family. 
Brooke always had the same desire. 

Brooke, 27, is now a nurse herself 
in Myrtle Beach, on the frontlines 
of the Covid pandemic. And it’s far 
from the relaxing, fun-filled vaca-
tion the name “Myrtle Beach” so of-
ten implies. 

“My job has always been stress-
ful,” Brooke admitted, “but that 
stress has multiplied since this pan-
demic began.”

Stress is a given as far as a nurs-
ing career. Brooke said she loves be-
ing able to impact and give back to 
others, so she tries to take the stress 
in stride during her job at Conway 
Medical Center. 

“People never forget how you 
made them feel, and I strive to advo-
cate and give them my all,” she re-
marked. “It’s so rewarding to know 
that you’ve touched someone’s life 
during such an unknown time for 
them.”

An “unknown time” can definite-
ly describe the last 2 years with the 
Covid pandemic, and Brooke said 
Myrtle Beach has experienced mul-

tiple waves, not unlike her child-
hood home of Hampshire County. 

And not the kind of “wave” you 
would want to experience at Myrtle 
Beach. 

This is the 3rd wave of the pan-
demic, Brooke said, and it’s grim. 

“Patients tend to be much sick-

er this time around, with a much 
younger population,” she explained. 
“Patients are coming in on admis-
sion, able to walk and not be on 
much oxygen.”

And just a few days later, she add-
ed, they’re in the ICU on a ventila-
tor. 

Myrtle Beach has about a 57 per-
cent vaccination rate. For compari-
son, Hampshire has 40 percent of its 
population fully vaccinated. 

With about 33 new Covid cases 
per day, Brooke said the hospital sit-
uation down south is similar to the 
Eastern Panhandle’s, with a common 
refrain: not enough beds. 

“We’re having to hold patients in 
the ER for 3 to 4 days just to receive 
a bed,” Brooke described. “Our ICU 
is packed with about 5 to 10 patients 
waiting per day to be transferred to 
them.”

It’s an emotional time for frontline 
workers, having to constantly cope 
with stress as well as heart-wrench-
ing experiences in the workplace.

At the beginning of 2021, Brooke 
was caring for a Covid patient who 
was in her mid-30s, admitted just 2 
days after the patient’s husband died 
of the virus. 

He left behind his wife and 2 
beautiful daughters. 
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ROMNEY — City Council 
member Paula O’Brien was on 
a quest for much of the summer, 
crawling up and down the streets 
of town and taking notes at every 
address. 

Her goal?
 See how residents are com-

plying with the town’s 2-year-old 
ordinance requiring visible street 
numbers. 

Her mission?
“It saves lives,” O’Brien as-

serts. 
Romney’s first responders — 

the rescue squad, fire company 
and police agree. 

“It delays services sometimes 
minutes when seconds count,” 

Fire Chief G.T. Parsons said. “It 
is a major issue in the county not 
only in the city.”

Romney Rescue Chief Don-
nie Smith agrees the problem of 
small, hidden or missing num-
bers is widespread. 

“I would say on average only 
about 50% are clearly marked 
and large enough to see from the 
road way,” he said. 

O’Brien pegs compliance a lit-
tle higher. 

She said 90% of the residenc-
es in Romney are in compliance 
with the March 2019 ordinance. 

But, she notes, “Over 130 res-
idences do not meet the display 
requirements outlined.”

The ways to not meet the ordi-

nance are many. 
“Have a number missing, 

shrubs or decorations in the 
way, not visible due to distance 
from the street, numbers are too 
small,” O’Brien lists. 

They’re all in the ordinance. 
The point is to have street 

numbers large enough for a po-
lice officer or fire crew to see 
from the street. 

For a house that means num-
bers at least 3 inches high on the 
front or entrance, visible from 
the road. If the house is set back 
from the street, the number has to 
be at the street. 

For businesses and apartment 
buildings,  the  size  is  larger —
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• Highways: Oct. 
20, Burlington 
HQ
• Natural Re-
source Police: 
Nov. 13 physical 
agility test, Well-
ness Center
• Corrections: 
Oct. 21, Poto-
mac Highlands 
Regional Jail
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Michele Slocum, Capon Bridge
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owes taxes
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1 They’re back — and the native 
Asian insects are way worse 

than last year.

2 Just handling the bugs, injuring 
them or trying to move them 

can trigger them to stink.

3 They emit their odor 
through holes in the ab-

domen as a defense mech-
anism. 

4Each female carries 10 egg 
sacks with 28 eggs each.

5 They sneak inside to try to 
survive the winter.

6  Stink bugs ravage 
orchards and crops 

like soybeans, and 
they suck the seeds 

of the white ash and box 
elder. 
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BROOKE DAVIS Myrtle Beach

Brooke Davis is a 27-year-old 
nurse from Yellow Spring who 
currently works in Myrtle Beach.
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Trojans overpower Petersburg
Sports, Page 1B

Living, 
Page 1C

6 things you 
need to 
know about 
stink bugs


