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BIG BANG THEORY

Hit-and-run 
becomes a 
murder case

NASA

Satellite imagery of the flash that pro-
duced a boom across the region Friday 
morning. 

Meteor likely created boom 
heard ’round the region

JIM KING Review Staff

If you’re still wondering about that 
boom so many people heard Friday 
morning, NASA has some solid, well, 
speculation for lack of a better word.

Imaging from a satellite operat-
ed jointly by NASA and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration shows a flash across the Poto-
mac Highlands and neighboring Vir-
ginia shortly after 10:25 a.m. 

If it was a meteor that fragmented, 
it created “an energy of a few tons of 
TNT,” NASA’s Meteor Watch report-
ed on its Facebook page Friday after-

noon. 
That was loud enough to be heard 

from Cumberland to Front Royal and 
points in between. 

“Scared hummingbirds,” Sharon 
Saville of Romney reported. 

Folks from Purgitsville (James 
Wheeler), Augusta (Jale Allen), Green 
Spring (Corena Mongold) and Burl-
ington (Tom Widener) all weighed in 
on the NASA Facebook page. 

“It was definitely a meteor,” Pi-
lot Andrew Mock posted. “We were 
climbing through 30,000 feet over 
this area when it appeared and left a 

contrail after it vaporized in front of 
us.”

Not everyone was buying into the 
science.

“Get Mulder and Scully out there,” 
Michael Cortese posted. “That’s their 
area.”

The flash was picked up by the 
GOES 16 satellite, the 1st of a series 
of Geostationary Operational Envi-
ronmental Satellites operated jointly 
by NASA and NOAA. 

The National Weather Service in 
Pittsburgh said normally the satellite 
detects lightning. 

“However, there were no thunder-
storms in the vicinity at this time,” the 
NWS noted. 

Its conclusion was a meteor explod-
ed while falling through the atmo-
sphere, which NASA later seconded. 

Friday morning’s meteor had a 
magnitude of -12, the same brightness 
as a full moon, NASA said.

Assuming the meteor had a typi-
cal speed of 45,000 miles per hour, 
NASA estimated its size at around 50 
pounds. 

Pieces likely fell across the state 
line in Virginia.  o
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An Augusta woman was 
charged Thursday with 
1st-degree murder after ap-
parently running her vehicle 
over a man in a ditch.

The case began as a hit-
and-run 911 call early Sept. 
12 along Jersey Mountain 
Road, but surveillance cam-
eras showed a different story.  

The Hampshire Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office said Sta-
ci A. Matheney, 45, appeared 
to “deliberately and inten-
tionally run over” Rodney A. 
Stewart, 46, of Capon Bridge 
shortly after 2 a.m. that Sun-
day. 

Surveillance recordings 
from a business in the 300 
block of Jersey Mountain 

Road — a little more than a 
quarter mile north of U.S. 50 
— showed Stewart driving 
into the business’s parking lot 
at 1:07 a.m. Authorities said 
Stewart, Matheney and 2 oth-
er women in the car all ap-
peared intoxicated. 

After arguing and fighting 
went on in the car, Stewart 
got out and walked toward the 
road, ending up lying in the 
ditch, the videotape showed 
authorities. 

They say Matheney then 
got out of the passenger’s 
side, got behind the wheel and 
drove around the parking lot 
several times. At 2:08 she ap-
parently aimed the vehicle at 
Stewart and drove over him. 
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Hampshire Coun-
ty is continuing to 
see high numbers 
in the ongoing fight 
against Covid-19. 

Over the last 
week, the Health 
Department has 
been posting dai-
ly updates on Covid 
cases throughout the 
county, as opposed to a week-
ly update. Monday’s totals 
placed the county firmly at 
110 active cases and 30 new 
cases since Sunday, and the 
county saw another death last 
week due to complications 
from the virus. 

The Health Department re-
ported the death of a 52-year-
old Augusta woman last 
Thursday, bringing the to-
tal number of Covid-related 

deaths in the county 
to 39. 

The Health De-
partment continues 
to urge residents 
to get vaccinated, 
mask up, social dis-
tance and practice 
good cleaning mea-
sures.

While it is pos-
sible to contract 

Covid even after getting vac-
cinated, the shot protects from 
severe illness associated with 
the virus and, in many cases, 
hospitalization. 

Health Department director 
Tamitha Wilkins pointed out 
a few changes to the depart-
ment’s contact tracing proto-
col.

“Right now, we are having 
the National Guard help us
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s An eerie funeral procession heads through Green Spring.  t The haunt features a “Children of the Corn” attraction this 
year.

When the hearse goes by

Chambers’ 6th 
book tackles 
mental health

911 Center activates 
new text feature

Virus numbers 
stay high here
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GREEN SPRING — A not-
so-little operation on Scream-
in’ Hollow Road has been put-
ting Green Spring on the map for 
about 30 years now, and there’s 
no sign of slowing down at the 
House of the Setting Sun.

There are signs, however, 
alerting visitors to “Watch for 
Children of the Corn,” have a 
“Happy Halloween” and, a clas-
sic, “Beware.”

House of the Setting Sun in 
Green Spring is opening this 

weekend, and volunteers are 
putting the finishing touches on 
preparations to scare the “yell” 
out of visitors. 

The haunted house, which is by 
far the county’s top spooky-sea-
son attraction, is sponsored by 
Community Involvement for 
Kids, and volunteers, young and 
old alike, have spent the last 6 
months putting their blood (gory, 
fake blood, of course) sweat and 
tears into preparing the haunt for 
opening day. 

Obviously, the elephant in the 

room is Covid, and since num-
bers have continued to climb 
here, director Saundra Stinnette 
pointed out that there would be 
some regulations for the visitors 
to the haunt. 

“Everyone that comes through 
has to wear masks,” she said. 

Hand sanitizer stations will 
also be implemented around the 
site, and social distancing will be 
the norm as groups move through 
the house. 

This year, House of the Setting
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Melinda Chambers’ newest book 
may be her most personal, and 
grown-up, tale yet. 

“Melby” begins in the 1950s, 
when Melinda Chambers was a 
child. It’s set in a town with a big 
state mental hospital — just like 
Weston where Melinda Chambers 
grew up. 

“It’s my story,” the retired educa-
tor says. “I was born in 1950. My 
mother died; my father died. I lived 
close to the hospital.” 

Melby, the book’s heroine, ends up 
in the state hospital, misdiagnosed. 
But with a little unexpected help, she 
emerges from the grim experience 
stronger, achieving great things. 

In that regard, Chambers says, 
“Melby” is much like her 5 previous 
books. 

“The message is kind of the same 
— to be a better person,” the Rom-
ney-area resident says.  “It’s not a 
children’s book, although my grand-
kids all read it.”

The 72-page tale makes a not-al-
ways-comfortable evening’s reading. 
There’s an uncompromising look at 
the way mental health issues, and 
patients, were treated a half-centu-
ry ago. 

Chambers says the issue isn’t 
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Residents now have another 
way to access 911 dispatchers 
during an emergency: through 
text. 

The Hampshire County 911 
Center announced Monday that 
residents would now be able to 
text to 911 in a crisis where a 

voice call may not be possible. 
All cell providers are expected 
to have activated this feature 
within the week.

“Text to 911 is a great re-
source we’ve added to better 
serve our community. For our 
deaf, hard of hearing and 
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Hello, Hampshire! From
Savannah Kangas, Augusta
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Melinda Chambers, 
retired Hampshire 
County educator  

“Melby”has auto-
biographical ele-
ments. 
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Our toll
 110 Active
 13 in hospital 
 39 Deaths
2,752 Con-

firmed

Vaccinated
39.4%  Fully
43.9%  Partially

BLOWOUT
Trojans roll to 
69-37 victory
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