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Brenda Snider, Rio
Thanks for subscribing 2 teachers to be honored for careers   Details, Page 4B

Hampshire oasis corrals camel herd

Solar farm 
to go close 
to U.S. 50

‘Prepared 
to pivot’
School officials practice flexibility 
as the 1st day of class approaches 

ED MAURER 
Review 

Correspondent

One of the 
herd of 35 
camels 
near the 
milking 
barn. Most 
spend the 
day out to 
pasture, 
with a pre-
ferred diet 
of trees, 
bushes and 
briars.

SYDNEY MAURER Review Correspondent

POINTS — Camel sightings 
along Jersey Mountain Road de-
creased last week, but only because 
the herd moved to a more distant 
pasture. The herd of 35 camels is 
here in Hampshire County to stay. 

They are Arabian or dromedary 
(single-humped) camels, native to 
Africa and the Near East, but seem 
to have made themselves at home 
after arriving here in December. 

Though they are desert creatures, 
they were moved here from Michi-
gan, sold by an owner who was re-
tiring and moving to California. 

Camels, or their near ancestors, 
were once native to North Ameri-
ca, but they vanished thousands of 
years ago, hunted to extinction. 

There were some unsuccessful 
efforts to reintroduce them in the 
Civil War era, including the 43rd 
Mississippi Infantry’s use of Doug-

las the Camel to transport the in-
struments of the regimental band 
(until he was shot by a sniper in the 
Battle of Vicksburg), and the U. S. 
Army’s short-lived (1856-66) Cam-
el Corps. 

Today, most camels found out-
side of zoos are dairy animals, in-
cluding the camel herd on Jersey 
Mountain Road. 

The camels live on a farm in 
Points that is owned by an Amish 

family who moved here from Lan-
caster County 2 years ago, one of 
several Amish families who have 
settled in the area. 

They do not own the camels, but 
participate in a business arrange-
ment in which they are responsible 
for tending the camels, including 
doing the milking and shipping the 
milk to customers. 

Their 10 milking camels are
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ROMNEY — The 80-acre Capon 
Bridge Solar Farm planned for Ford 
Hill Road will be located much clos-
er to U.S. 50 than previously reported.

Galehead Development represen-
tatives Jesse Pollard and Ben Metcalf 
presented more information on the 
project last Wednesday at the quarterly 
meeting of the Hampshire County In-
frastructure Committee. 

The solar array will occupy 80 acres 
of a 235-acre property stretching across 
Ford Hill Road, about half a mile south 
of Route 50. The portion east of Ford 
Hill Road borders on the Hampshire 
County Fairgrounds to the north. 

Galehead Development’s map of 
the planned installation indicates solar 
panels will be erected on both sides of 
the road. 

Described by the presenters as the 
Beery Farmstead, the property is now 
owned by the Hampshire Investment 
Group LLC, a group organized by 
Charles S. Hockensmith and Lois M. 
Groves 7 years ago. 

Metcalf explained that Galehead still
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The mantra for this month’s return to school 
is “flexibility.” 

Teachers will need to be flexible. The 
school board will need to be flexible. Students 
will need to be flexible. 

Hampshire County itself will need to be 
flexible, and the back-to-school guidance 
from the state only cemented that fact.  

A few things are for certain right now: 
Hampshire County will be returning to the 
“normal” 5-day, in-person school week when 
school begins Aug. 23, Superintendent Jeff 
Pancione maintained, with a return to “pre-
Covid” virtual options (the virtual option only 
available for select electives, AP courses with-
out a certified instructor on hand or courses 
not available here).

“Our students learn and are more successful 
in a classroom environment with an in-person 
instructor,” he said. 

Additionally, the school system here is now 
fully-staffed with social workers to help ad-
dress the social, mental and emotional needs 
of students who might be experiencing anx-
iety with the transition back to in-person 
school. 

One of the top questions concerning having 
the students back in the classrooms is about – 
you guessed it – masking up.

At a press conference last week, state super-

From Romney to Romney
Indiana couple makes pilgrimage to the Mountain State

Capon Bridge Fire Co. 

Frank Siller t heads toward Hampshire County and s stops 
at the Capon Bridge Fire Hall Tuesday. 

Hero’s walk
9/11 trek winds through Hampshire

Covid 
cases 
surpass 
2,000
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ROMNEY — In Tippecanoe County, In-
diana, sits a little town with a familiar name: 
Romney.

There’s 1 gas station. There’s a Dollar Gen-
eral. There’s an auto parts store.

There’s also Jim Inskeep and his wife Jan-
et, who, just this week, made their 1st-ever 
pilgrimage south to our very own Romney, 
bringing history, family memories and curios-
ity to this small mountain town. 

In 1995, Romney’s Dan Oates was travel-
ing to Indianapolis, and, curious, he stopped 
while en route in Romney, Ind. There, he met 
Mr. and Mrs. Inskeep, Jim Inskeep’s parents. 

Oates discovered that the Inskeep family 
had ties to Romney, W.Va., and now, 26 years 
later, Jim and Janet have made their way to 
the Mountain State to learn a little more about 
their West Virginia relatives. 

“For years, we’ve wanted to do this,” Janet 
explained. 

“It’s the 1st time any of us (Inskeeps) have
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CAPON BRIDGE  — As America 
approaches the 20th anniversary of the 
9/11 tragedy, a tribute to 1 of its hero 
victims was passing through Hampshire 
County.  

Frank Siller, CEO of the Tunnels to 
Towers Foundation, is walking 537 
miles from the Pentagon to the Flight 
93 crash site outside Shanksville, Pa., 
to Ground Zero to honor the 1st re-
sponders who gave their lives on Sept. 
11, 2001, so others could live. 

His younger brother, Stephen Siller, 
was one of the New York firefighters 
who lost his life that day at the World 
Trade Center. The foundation was 
named Tunnels to Towers because 

Review Staff and Wires

A sudden surge in Covid-19 cases 
has pushed Hampshire County past an 
unwanted milestone. 

As of Tuesday morning, 2,001 
Hampshire County residents have test-
ed positive for the virus — 1 in every 8 
people here. 

The uptick mirrors the state, which 
saw cases increase 
350% from early July 
to this Monday, going 
from 882 on July 9 to 
4,010. 

“As we get back to 
school, football games, 
state fairs — all that 
stuff — do you not think 
that this thing is not go-
ing to rear its ugly head 

even more so than it is now?” Gov. Jim 
Justice said Monday.

Justice continued to push for more 
people to be vaccinated. 

“You’re taking one hell of a risk if 
you’re not vaccinated,” he said.

About 57% of state residents ages 
12 and up are fully vaccinated, while 
about 69% have received one dose.
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Jim Inskeep (seated) with his 
wife Janet and Romney’s Dan 
Oates, who wrote an article 
about Jim’s parents in Romney, 
Indiana in 1995.


