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Volleyball wins sectionals once again   Sports, Page 1B

Baby, it’s finally cold outside

County now offering 
vaccines for 5-11 set

JUDGE 
FACING 
CONDUCT 
CHARGES

This little piggy

JEREMY BUCKLEY Romney

A pig found roaming Fri-
day in the area between 
Bunny Haines Road and 
Allen Hill Road in Shanks 
remains unclaimed at the 
Hampshire County Animal 
Shelter. “It’s very friendly 
and likes belly rubs,” Sher-
iff Nathan Sions reported 
Monday. The owner or any-
one interested in fostering 
him can call animal control 
at 304-359-0226. o

JIM KING Review Staff

The leaves may still be hanging on, 
but 5 nights in a row below freezing 
have moved Hampshire County to the 
threshold of winter. 

The turn in the weather produced a 
couple of near records at the National 
Weather Service’s Romney reporting 
station. 

And those leaves that clung to their 

color beyond expectations? They’re on 
the verge of doing what we all figured 
they would do a few weeks ago, forest 
Bill Pownell says. 

“A good strong wind or a rain and 
most of what we’ve got is going to 
come down,” Pownell said Monday. 

He had predicted in early Octo-
ber that the area’s color peak would 
be around Oct. 27, some 2 weeks lat-

er than the state’s tourism office was 
touting, and he was right. 

“I saw some really pretty trees this 
year, but everything was scattered 
out,” he said. “It wasn’t real intense 
anywhere.”

The low in Romney dipped below 
32 last Wednesday, Nov. 3. Only twice 
before since records began in 1892 has
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Do you want the good news 
or the bad news 1st?

The bad news, or rather, the 
non-news: Covid-19 
case numbers in Hamp-
shire County don’t ap-
pear to be dropping. 
They aren’t spiking, 
either, but the num-
bers do remain steady, 
said Health Depart-
ment Director Tamitha Wilkins, 
as Hampshire and surround-
ing counties such as Hardy and 

Mineral remain stoutly in the 
red on the 5-color state Covid 
map. 

“With our numbers, we’re not 
seeing much down-
ward trending,” she 
said, clarifying that 
when the health de-
partment posts their 
daily updates on 
Saturdays and Sun-
days, the “new case” 

numbers may be lower simply 
because most people  don’t  test

JIM KING Review Staff and Review Wires

CHARLESTON — Judge Carter Williams has 
been charged with violating the rules of judicial 
conduct in the aftermath of a traffic stop in Moore-
field this summer. 

Williams was stopped when Moorefield Police 
Officer Deavonta Johnson saw him with a cell-
phone in his hand behind the wheel on July 11. 

Before the evening was over:
• Williams’ driver’s license was revealed to be 3 

months expired.
• The judge called John-

son’s supervisor during the 
stop and more than once re-
ferred to Johnson, an Afri-
can-American, as “your boy.” 

• He launched a tirade 
about police being on their 
cellphones while behind the 
wheel. 

• He later called Moore-
field’s police chief and may-
or along with fellow judge 
Charles Carl. 

Details of the stop — and allegations of prior 
run-ins with law enforcement — were outlined in 
a complaint issued by the state’s Judicial Investi-
gation Commission on Oct. 25. 

The state’s Judicial Hearing Board will consider 
the charges after the turn of the year. If the board 
finds any of the charges valid, it will make rec-
ommendations for disciplinary actions to the State 
Supreme Court. Consequences can include repri-
mands, fines or unpaid suspension for up to a year. 

During the stop, Johnson said Williams was 
holding a cellphone in his right hand near the steer-
ing wheel while driving. Williams said he had just 
retrieved his cellphone from under his seat after 
dropping it, but Johnson said Williams was talking 
on the phone.

“Respondent immediately identified himself as 
‘Judge Williams,’” the Judicial Investigation Com-
mittee’s filing states. “From the outset, respondent 
acted in a manner unbecoming a judicial officer.

“Judge Williams asked in an angry tone why 
he had been stopped. Officer Johnson explained 
it was because respondent had a cellphone in his 
hand. Judge Williams stated that he lost his cell-
phone and had just pulled it up from under the seat 
when he was stopped.”

Johnson then asked Williams why he was yell-
ing and twice asked to see Williams’ license, regis-
tration and insurance.

“Respondent said he did nothing wrong,” the fil-
ing states, noting Johnson asked a third time for 
Williams’ information. “I’m not going to give you 
my license and registration.”

‘I hate 
that we’re 
here’
Quiet JJC closure 
hearings started and 
finished last week 

NICK CARROLL Review Staff

A frosty morning on Sunrise Summit. 

A golden 
moment

Foxes taught trapper his 
much-sought-after skill 

‘Family comes first’
Dave Mayfield faces challenges of small-town finance as new bank president

Al le o n A r d
1918 -2021

Al Leonard on the cover of Golden-
seal Magazine. 

New Bank 
of Romney 
President 
Dave  
Mayfield
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The fate of the John J. Cornwell 
school was sealed last week with a for-
mality: 3 quiet hearings that result-
ed in the official movement to close 
the 21-student school at the end of the 
2021-22 school year. 

The school closure process required 
a formal hearing at the school that is 
being closed, as well as at the schools 
that will receive the reassigned stu-
dents from that closed school. 

The school board met last Tuesday at 
both Romney and Slanesville Elemen-
tary Schools, and Wednesday wrapped 
up the process with a 3rd and final 
hearing at JJC. 

At these public hearings, there was 
an opportunity for commentary from 
the community, though both hearings 
at Romney and  at  Slanesville  saw  no

JIM KING Review Staff

Al Leonard’s renown as a trapper 
spread across West Virginia last week 
in the state’s Goldenseal Magazine. 

The 103-year-old Hampshire Coun-
ty outdoorsman’s smiling face was the 
cover of the quarterly magazine. 

But the acclaim turned out to be 
posthumous. The Missouri native who 
made Hampshire his home for more 
than 60 years died last Wednesday, 
2 days before Goldenseal hit news-
stands. 

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

ROMNEY — When it comes to 
running the Bank of Romney, new 
president Dave Mayfield has a saying: 
“Family comes first.”

When Mayfield officially took over 
on Oct. 1 as a part of the succession 
plan following the passing of Dean 
Young in August, he wanted to 
continue the bank’s tradition of 
valuing family and connecting with 
the community as a small-town 

financial institution. 
His background is more than just 

banking, too: after attending WVU 
where he studied finance and played 
football, he took a job running the 
Hampshire Center up on Sunrise 
Summit. The Morgantown-native was 
hardly a stranger to the area.

“My family used to camp here,” 
he reminisced. “I knew Hampshire 
County pretty well from that Route 
50 trip. We’d always stop at the Dairy 

Queen on the way out of town as kind 
of our going-home treat.”

When the job at the Hampshire 
Center opened, he thought he’d 
give it a whirl. 

Mayfield said after his 
time at the Hampshire 
Center concluded, he 
worked at another 
Genesis-run center in 
Cumberland, and then
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Floyd’s 
war

103-year-old stormed 
the beach at Normandy

INSIGHT

Warm fall, 
late freezes 
have been 
in the air 
for years
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Happy 100th birthday,
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