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$2 million grant flows to 
Purgitsville water project

Cicadas on the menu
For the adventurous eater, Brood X might be to your taste

Judge 
‘fed up’ 
with 
pushy 
rescues
Williams to Love 
Shack onlookers:  
‘I know my oath’ 
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A $2 million block grant an-
nounced Monday “puts the icing 
on the cake” for a project to bring 
public water to dozens of homes 
in Purgitsville. 

“I think it’s amazing,” said 
Pastor Don Judy of White Pine 
Church of the Brethren. He began 
pushing the issue 3 years ago. 

The $2 million community de-

velopment block grant goes into a 
pot with $975,000 committed by 
the Army Corps of Engineers and 
another $1 million from the State 
Infrastructure Council, bringing 
the total available to $3.975 mil-
lion, said Terry Lively, executive 
director of the Region 8 Plan-
ning and Development Council 
that oversees public service proj-
ects like this across the Potomac 

Highlands.
Hampshire’s $2 million grant 

was the largest of $13.7 million 
announced by Gov. Jim Justice 
Monday afternoon. 

County Commission President 
Brian Eglinger and Commission-
er Bob Hott were present at what 
they described as a hastily orga-
nized Zoom meeting on Monday 
at which Justice announced this 

year’s grants. 
The governor’s office said the 

project will extend water service 
along U.S. 220 from the Hardy 
County line north to Old Moun-
tain Road, Huffman Road and 
Phillip Vincent Road, serving 80 
new customers.

“It’s always been about the 
health of the people up there,”
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Unless you’ve been living under-
ground for 17 years, you’ve proba-
bly heard the buzz: the cicadas are 
back. 

Brood X is in full emergence 
here, and while the reactions of res-
idents vary, some, like Steve Bail-
es of North River Mills, are getting 
their taste buds involved. 

While it may not be a traditional 
source of protein in American cui-
sine, insects are staples on the menu 
for many cultures worldwide.

The shrill song of the cicadas may 
not make your stomach growl in an-
ticipation, but Bailes, who writes the 
“Ento Treats” blog hailing insects as 
a viable (and tasty) food option, said 
there are definite benefits to dab-
bling in entomophagy. 

That is, eating insects.
“The pioneers who are running in-

sects-as-food companies are really 
interesting,” he commented. “They 
tend to be passionate about what 
they are doing: providing healthy 
food, addressing the projected world 
food shortage and helping to allevi-

ate many ecological problems fac-
ing the Earth.” 

There certainly is a “green” ele-
ment to considering cicadas and oth-

er insects as a food source. 
The United Nations Food and Ag-

riculture Organization outlines that 
globally, food production produc-
es 1/3 of the planet’s greenhouse 
emissions. Considering insects as a 
food source may help reduce these 
emissions and help combat climate 
change. 

Still not convinced that cicadas 
belong on your plate?

With Brood X emerging in the 
Eastern Panhandle, folks here and 
region-wide are developing recipes 
and tasty ways to serve the critters 
that might tickle your fancy. 

Tacos. Cookies. Cupcakes. Fried 
up in a hot skillet. The possibilities 
are endless.

Well, maybe not for folks with 
shellfish allergies. Dr. Floyd Shock-
ley, a Smithsonian entomologist, 
said that cicadas could be used in-
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ROMNEY — A scheduling hearing 
in the Love Shack rescue owner’s bid 
to have 7 of her dogs returned was al-
most over when Judge Carter Williams 
said he had one more point to discuss. 

Then the mild-mannered judge 
launched into a 4-minute tirade, never 
raising his voice, but making his dis-
pleasure with outside groups trying to 
influence the case perfectly clear. 

“I’m getting just 
about fed up,” Wil-
liams said about the 
emails and calls that 
have come into his 
office lobbying for 
harsh treatment of 
Sabrina Droescher, 
the rescue owner 
who had more than 
100 dogs removed 
from her Love Shack 

operation in early April. 
Droescher is suing to have 7 dogs re-

turned to her care. Magistrate Ron Di-
Ciolla turned her down on April 16, so 
Droescher appealed to the circuit court. 

That’s the case Williams was sched-
uling Monday afternoon, setting a 
bench trial – no jurors – for 1 p.m. Aug. 
9. 

He gave Droescher, who is repre-
senting herself, and assistant prosecu-
tor Charlie Johnson III deadlines for 
exchanging evidence and witness lists. 
He left  in  place  DiCiolla’s  order  that 

Dufrene 
leaving 
HHS after 
1 year

Helping 
Hands gives 
back over 
$74,000

MONICA RITCHIE WVSDB

School for the Blind graduate Madison Sharpless gets a farewell and congratulations hug from 
Chief Academic Officer Jamie Vittorio at last Thursday’s commencement ceremony for the West 
Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind. 
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SUNRISE SUMMIT — After a year 
at the Hampshire High helm, principal 
Mike Dufrene is stepping down from 
the position. 

Dufrene took on 
the role as princi-
pal last July, facing 
what was sure to be 
an uncertain year. 
Now, after a roll-
ercoaster of a year 
has come to a close, 
he’s resigning and 
moving to North 
Carolina to be clos-
er to his family. 

“This decision 
is purely based on 
family, period,” Dufrene explained. 
“There’s nothing between the lines 
here.” 

Dufrene sang the praises of the cen-
tral office staff and school board, call-
ing them “nothing but a great support 
system.”

“I’ve never been told no,” he point-
ed out. “It’s been refreshing to work 
with a superintendent and a board of-
fice that puts kids first.”

Superintendent  Jeff  Pancione  said
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ROMNEY — Helping Hands 
has announced their donation total 
for last year, and the numbers are 
continuing to increase: 2020’s total 
clocks in at $74,100, which is over 
$2,000 more than last year.  

Breaking down the numbers, the 
2 organizations receiving the most 
from Helping Hands in donations 
are the Romney Food Pantry, which 
will be receiving $18,000, and the 
Committee on Aging, which will see 
$14,000 from the organization. The 
City of Romney will be swimming 
in donation money after receiving 
$5,500 for the Romney Pool, and 
Hospice of the Panhandle will see 
$4,500 coming their way.

Catholic Charities will see $4,000, 
and Toys from the Heart will be re-
ceiving $1,000.

Six fire companies here will also 
be  receiving  donations  of  $800
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3 recipes to brood over
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Romney votes
Results of Tuesday’s election 
in Romney for mayor, 3 4-year 
terms on the Town Council and 
an unexpired 1-year term will be 
on our website this morning. 
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NAOMI HAINES Slanesville

TOP A cicada fresh from its shell 
— the perfect time to harvest. 

STEVE BAILES North River Milles

s Steve Bailes cooks up some 
cicadas at the River House.
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