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Festivals in Romney 
and Capon Bridge last 
weekend drew crowds, 
but will they be the 
last of 2021?  

Love Shack 
owner loses 
her dogs

6 charged 
in Jan. 3 
botched 
kidnaping
JIM KING Review Staff

ROMNEY — Four would-be kidnapers and 2 
men who foiled their plot with gunfire have all 
been indicted. 

Hampshire County’s grand jury handed up 
counts against the 6 last week. For the rest of the 
30-plus indictments, turn to the story on Page 
4A. 

The 6 are: 
• Austin Lee Fairman, 

20, conspiracy to commit 
attempted kidnaping and 
conspiracy to commit bur-
glary. 

• Gregory Thomas Cor-
well, 43, 4 counts of wan-
ton endangerment with a rifle; 4 counts of con-
spiracy and 1 of malicious wounding. 

• Michael Paul Anderson, 55, attempted kid-
naping, burglary, 2 conspiracy counts, wanton 
endangerment and use of a firearm in a felony. 

• Terry Bruce Livermore Jr., 42, attempted 
kidnaping, burglary, 2 conspiracy counts, wan-
ton endangerment and use of a firearm in a fel-
ony. 

• Edward John North Jr., 60, attempted kid-
naping, burglary, 2 conspiracy counts, illegal 
possession of explosive device, wanton endan-
germent and use of a firearm in a felony. 

• Gregory Shawn Robinette, 42, 4 counts of 
conspiracy to commit wanton endangerment. 

A 911 call shortly after 10  p.m.  on  Jan.  3,  a

JIM KING Review Staff

ROMNEY — A woman’s love for her own 
dogs couldn’t overcome the mountain of evi-
dence against her dismantled rescue operation 
in court last week. 

Love Shack Rescue owner Sabrina Droescher 
lost her bid to regain possession of 5 dogs and 
keep a 6th that authorities were afraid to take 
away from her. 

“I just want my family back,” Droescher told 
Judge Charles Carl Thursday morning during 
her appeal hearing. 

But Carl said she cannot keep 6 dogs she 
claimed as her own after the county shut down 
her rescue operation and pulled 103 dogs out of 
there in early April. 

Working against her in the circuit court hear-
ing was the evidence that the 6 dogs she claimed 
as her personal property were suffering the same 
intestinal parasites that the others were. 

Assistant Prosecutor Charlie Johnson likened 
it to a child  custody  situation,  saying  that  if  1

Festivals 
falling to 
Covid-19 
Founders Day, Apple 
Harvest call it quits
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s  Face- 
painting, 
honeybees 
and a variety 
of arts (and 
music) drew 
in about 800 
people to 
the 2nd 
Hampshire 
County Arts 
and Music 
Festival in 
Romney. 

BOB 
PRIBUDIC 

Mountain State 
Classic Car Club

t About 140 
vehicles 
from vintage 
to muscle 
cars — with 
a few bikes 
and trucks 
thrown in —
drew crowds 
to the 
Hampshire 
Heritage Car 
Show Satur-
day.
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t t The 
Veterans 
Appreciation 
Festival 
in Capon 
Bridge had 
the Freedom 
Ride roar 
into the Fire 
Hall grounds 
to rev up the 
afternoon on 
the anniver-
sary of 9-11. 

LAST HURRAH?

JIM KING Review Staff

The weekend decision to cancel this 
year’s Founders Day Festival in Capon 
Bridge is not an isolated event. 

Four of the biggest fall festivals with-
in driving distance of Hampshire County 
have also been called off for 2021 and a 
5th is being scaled back. 

Founders was to begin Friday night, 
Sept. 24 and run Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. 25-26. 

The same weekend was scheduled for 
the 68th annual Hardy County Heritage 
Weekend and the Leaf Peepers Festival in 
Tucker County. 

Organizers of both said last week that 
they’re canceled this year. 

So are a pair of apple butter festivals – 
in Burlington on Oct. 2-3 and in Berkeley 
Springs a week later. 

The next weekend, Oct. 16-17, is Gar-
rett County’s big Autumn Glory Festi-
val. Oakland announced last week that it 
still plans to host the parade on Oct. 16, a 
Saturday. But other events, including the 
craft fair and fireman’s parade, have been 
called off. 

Like nearly every organizer involved in 
the 6 festivals,  Capon  Bridge’s  Peg  Mc-

Hit-and-run 
claims life 
Review Staff

A hit-and-run accident on Jersey Mountain 
Road killed a person early Sunday morning. 

Authorities said Monday that they have the 
identities of both the victim and the driver, but 
are not releasing names while the collision is un-
der investigation. 

The body was found in the ditch of the 300 
block of Jersey Mountain Road, near Northern 
Eagle Distributors, in the early morning hours, 
the sheriff’s office said. 

The sheriff’s office said the vehicle involved 
has been secured and evidence is being re-
viewed. 

The victim’s body has been sent to the State 
Medical Lab for autopsy. 

“Upon completion of our investigation, we 
will consult with our Prosecutor regarding po-
tential charges,” the sheriff’s office said. 

West Virginia State Police are assisting in the 
investigation. o
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Cases double 
in county
Review Staff

Hampshire County’s alarming increase 
in Covid cases doubled last week. 

The Health Department reported Mon-
day that the county had 255 new cases di-
agnosed in the previous 7 days and 188 
were active. 

That’s up from 88 
active a week earli-
er. 

“Please be patient 
with us,” the Health 
Department asked, 
noting the huge new 
load of contact trac-

ing. 
Young people continue to make up a 

big chunk of the cases here. The DHHR’s 
website on Monday reported 17 cases 
among 5- to 11-year-olds and 44 total cas-
es for people 20 or younger. 

In the schools, 7th grade at Romney 
Middle, one 4th-grade class and a pre-k 
class at Romney Elementary are virtual, 
quarantining due to Covid exposure, and 
they won’t return until Monday. The 6th 
grade class at RMS that was out last week

Our toll
 188 Active
 6 in hospital 
 38 Deaths
2,573 Con-

firmed
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