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‘I took this on for 
better or for worse’

State guides schools 
into split schedule

Health Director 
has tirelessly led 
pandemic fight 
JIM KING Review Staff

Stephanie Shoemaker re-
calls the early days of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

“Prior to March we had 
regular conference calls with 
the state and Covid was kind 
of on the radar,” she recalls. 
“It went full force in March. 
It became almost daily con-
ference calls and we really hit 
the ground running.”

Conditions deteriorated 
so fast that Gov. Jim Justice 
called off school on Friday, 
March 15 — 5 years almost 
to the day after Shoemaker 
was hired to run the Hamp-
shire County Health Depart-
ment. 

“Happy 5-year anniversa-
ry,” she quipped earlier this 

month. 
Stephanie Shoemaker has 

led her staff — and the en-
tire county — through the 
worst health crisis of the last 
100 years. With calm resolve 
she has tracked the disease’s 
spread, lobbied time and 
again for mask-wearing and 
social-distancing, and put a 
network of resources to work 
to combat the virus that has 
killed more than a score of 
Hampshire residents. 

Now she’s heading a bat-
talion of staff and volun-
teers vaccinating the most 
fragile and exposed against 
Covid-19, something she’s 
eager to tackle. 

“We’re starting to get into 
our wheelhouse with immu-
nizations and vaccinations,” 
she said. “That’s more what 
we’re prepared for.”

The pandemic’s quick rise 
in late winter and early spring 
might feel like it caught ev-
eryone off guard, but don’t be 
fooled. Shoemaker had been 
laying the groundwork for 
years.

“That’s part of the Health 
Department’s job, to plan for 
pandemics and diseases,” she 
explained. “There were some 
things that we did prepare for 
that proved to be very helpful 
in this pandemic.”

Regular meetings with 
the county’s office of 

Homeland Securi-
ty and Emergen-
cy Management 
and Hampshire’s 
first responders 
formed part-

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF  
Review Staff

ROMNEY — It’s back to 
school for Hampshire Coun-
ty students, the board decid-
ed Friday. 

The school board deter-
mined last week that stu-
dents in grades K-8 would re-
turn to in-person classes on 
an A/B schedule starting yes-
terday, Jan. 19, with students 
at Hampshire High School 
remaining remote until the 
county is out of the Red Zone. 

The decision, which passed 
4-1, with board member Ber-
nie Hott standing his ground 
against the idea of the A/B re-
turn to school, followed neat-
ly along with the directives 
for “School Recovery” that 
were established by the state 
board. 

“I think the right thing to 
do is follow state guidance,” 
said board president Debbie 
Champ. 

The board added to the 
state’s motion, stating that this 
topic will be “constantly mon-
itored” at every board meet-
ing from now on. 

Superintendent Jeff Pan-
cione called the A/B return 
“transitional,” and, follow-
ing his recommendation, the 
board determined that this 
week’s schedule would call 
for “group A” students on 
Tuesday, “group B” students 
today and remote learning 
on both Thursday and Friday, 
giving schools time to iron out 
some of the potential wrin-
kles.

With the main topic for dis-
cussion at the meeting being 
to either  follow  the  state  di-

‘We’re going to get through this’

Hopeful signs 
in Covid battle 

Festival 
launching 
to celebrate 
Cacapon
SYDNEY MAURER Review Correspondent

CAPON BRIDGE — Plans for a 
new festival are under way in Capon 
Bridge as residents here look for-
ward to the loosening of Covid-19 
restrictions, hopefully by summer’s 
end. 

The 2021 Cacapon Riverfest—an 
annual festival centered on the riv-
er—has been scheduled for Aug. 21 
in Capon Bridge, with activities di-
vided between the River House and 
the Capon Bridge Public Library. 

Riverfest Food Director Lyz Frey 
describes it as “a plan of hope, for 
our community and the world and 
a way to come back together and 
break out of our isolation.” 

 “We all look forward to the festi-
val becoming a new tradition,” says 
Riverfest Director Brandy Dorsch. 
“We are excited by how much sup-
port and enthusiasm we are receiv-
ing already—not only from the Ca-
pon Bridge community, but also 
from our neighbors in surrounding 
areas.” 

Much of the activity will take 
place outdoors. Plans include riv-
er floats and tubing, paddle races 
and bucket filling and rock skipping 
contests. 

There will  be  an  artisan’s  fair  at

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

ROMNEY — The school board’s deci-
sion Friday evening to resume in-person 
learning in Hampshire County didn’t come 
easily.

In fact, it was quite the opposite. 
The final vote ended 4-1, with board 

member Bernie Hott opposing the motion. 
Casey Hite, a 1st grade teacher at Rom-

ney Elementary, made an appearance at 
the meeting to share her thoughts as both a 
teacher and a parent. Among her top con-
cerns were class sizes and the fact that the 
guidelines in schools were “as broad as the 

sky.” 
“For every upset and concerned parent 

out there, there’s an equally upset and con-
cerned teacher,” Hite said, asking the board 
to “solely focus on safety” when they made 
their decision, adding, “That’s all that mat-
ters.”

Because elementary and middle schools 
now are on an A/B model for instruction, 
the DHHR color map isn’t relevant day 
to day for their schedule. This was a con-
cern for Kim Poland, who spoke on behalf 
of school service personnel, echoing Hite’s 
sentiment about safety. 

“The (DHHR) map was good enough be-
fore; it should be good enough now,” she 
added. 

Curriculum director Patty Lipps, howev-
er, pointed out that remote learning hasn’t 
really been working for the families of 
Hampshire County. 

“I think we follow the guidelines, we fol-
low the protocols and I think we’re going 
to get through this to the other side,” Lipps 
said. “I think we need to listen to the par-
ents.” 

Head School Nurse Rhonda Dante and 
Health Department Director Stephanie 
Shoemaker both offered their 2 cents  to  the

JIM KING Review Staff

ROMNEY — For the 1st 
time since Thanksgiving 
week the number of active 
Covid-19 cases in Hampshire 
County has dipped below 100. 

And for the 1st time since 
that week, the county made 
it through a week without re-
cording a death from the vi-
rus. 

And, on Tuesday, the coun-
ty moved from red to orange 
status on the state’s 5-col-
or map for the 1st time in 6 
weeks. 

The Health Department’s 
tally as of Monday afternoon 
was 99 active cases with 4 
people hospitalized. Over the 
run  of  the  pandemic,  1,320
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Back-to-school discussion draws support, concern

Here’s some of what they had to say:

Read all their thoughts in Panhandle Living, Page 1C

“From one elected 
official to another; 
good luck.”

Matthew Trimble

“I ask you to seek 
the truth for the 
American people.”

Brian Eglinger

We asked 8 residents of Hampshire County 
— Republican, Democrat, independents, 
from kids to retirees —to tell our next   
president their hopes for him and our nation

 Dear
 Mr.President

Our toll
 99 Active
 4 in hospital 
 21 Deaths
1,320 Con-

firmed

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursday

Vaccine? 
Call the Health 
Department at 
304-496-9640 
to schedule an 
appointment 
for those 70 or 
older.

Spirit of
HAMPSHIRE

Meet the 3rd of 
3 who inspired 

us in 2020
LAST WEEK: 

Blessings of Hope
JAN. 6: 

Lost Mountain BBQ 
owner Josh Arnold

Our 5 opinion columnists weigh in
Opinion, Page 6A

Stephanie Shoemaker
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SARAH 
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Capon Bridge 
Elementary

s Second
graders 
are spread 
out in their 
classroom 
Tuesday. 

NICK CARROLL 
Review Staff

s  Romney 
Middle 
Schoolers 
get off the 
bus for the 
1st time 
since Nov. 
17. 

Gridders to 
face new foes

Sports, Page 1B


