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Hello, Hampshire! From
Mikayala Simpson , Slanesville

Sharon Teel, Alexandria, Va.
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The youngest victim of a head-on colli-
sion on Dec. 18 has died. 

Twelve-year-old Mathew Rodriguez 
lost his battle Sunday afternoon at Inova 
Fairfax Hospital in Annandale, Va., where 
he had been treated since the wreck. 

“As of 2:40 p.m. 
Mathew has passed 
away,” his father, Joe 
Rodriguez, posted 
on a gofundme page 
originally set up for 
the boy’s medical ex-
penses. 

Instead, the money 
raised will now help 
pay for his cremation, 
Joe Ridriguez said. 

Tuesday morning 
the page, “Mathew’s 

Medical Expenses,” had raised $3,285 of 
its $10,000 goal. 

The boy, just 12 days shy of his 13th 
birthday, was the passenger in a Chevrolet 
Cavalier driven by his sister’s boyfriend, 
Jeremiah J. Behr Jr. 

Authorities say Behr lost control of the 
westbound car on U.S. 50 near Little Ca-
capon Road around 10:15 a.m. Dec. 18,

Vaccinations 
expanding 
rapidly here 
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Hampshire County’s nursing home resi-
dents and staff have all had their 1st round 
of Covid-19 vaccinations, the County Health 
Department says.

“They will be getting 
their 2nd dose 21 days 
later to complete the se-
ries,” Director Stepha-
nie Shoemaker said. 

First-round vaccinat-
ing is complete for em-
ployees at Hampshire 
Memorial Hospital and 
the county’s pharma-
cies, completing step 

1A in the federal plan to roll out the vaccine. 
Shoemaker said Tuesday that Hampshire 

County is nearly done with step 1B, vacci-
nating emergency responders and health of-
ficials. 

The 2 vaccines on the market — from

Christmas 
wreck kills 1

Pandemic tops murder, 
weather, scandal, strike

2 die in 
nursing 
home 
spread 

Clockwise from top: 2020’s 
Covid-19 pandemic; 2019 and 
2020’s turf project; 2020’s school 
bond call; 2018’s teacher strike 
(and 2019 follow-up); 2014’s Poto-
mac Center scandal; 2010’s epic 
snowfall; 2013’s O’Hara murder 
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GREEN SPRING — A Christmas after-
noon head-on collision on Green Spring 
Valley Road killed the driver of 1 of the 
vehicles. 

Todd Raven Fish-
er, 24, of Cumberland 
was pronounced dead 
at the scene by Medi-
cal Examiner Christy 
Deaton-Duckwall.

The other driv-
er, Brandon Amtow-
er, 23, of New Creek, 
was taken to a hos-
pital for treatment of 
minor facial injuries, 

West Virginia State Police said. 
The accident occurred shortly after 2 

p.m. about midway between Springfield 
and Green Spring. 

State Police said that Fisher apparently 
lost control of his southbound 1996 Volk-
swagen Cabrio, crossing the centerline 
and colliding with Amtower’s northbound 
1993 Ford F150 pickup. 
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Call it no surprise — or 
maybe short-term memory 
prevailing. 

Either way, the Covid-19 
pandemic that has consumed 
our lives this year is the pick 
of Hampshire Review readers 
as the story of the decade. 

The voting wasn’t even 
close. The pandemic more 
than doubled the next 2 op-
tions — the 2013 murder 
of Michael O’Hara and the 
teacher strikes of 2018 and 
2019. 

The pandemic has reached 
into every corner of our lives. 
As of this week it had killed 12 
Hampshire County residents 
and infected 1,000 others. 

The coronavirus changed 
the way we shop, practical-
ly eliminated the concept of 
the school snow day andww 
brought to light our obsession 
with having enough toilet pa-
per on hand.

It introduced us to the pre-
viously obscure terms social 
distancing and super-spread-
er. 

Covid-19 canceled big 
events in our lives — from 
graduation to the county fair 
— and put a damper on fami-
ly holiday gatherings. 

Ultimately, it marked 2020 
— and life to come — in 
ways the other big local sto-

ries of the decade could not. 
Here’s a look at the rest of 

the contenders: 

2010’s back-to-back  
snow storms

The top story of that year 
was epic, as weather events 
go. 

On Feb. 6, 2010, a storm 
dumped 28 to 33 inches 
of snow across Hampshire 
County (the high totals were 
in Bloomery and on Sunrise 
Summit). 

Three days later Mother 
Nature struck again, dropped 
another foot on top of what 
was already there and whip-
ping winds across the county, 
downing power lines. 

The back-to-back blasts 
left the county with its high-
est snow total ever, 55.9 inch-
es, with a few weeks to go 
in the season. The total sur-
passed a 121-year-old record. 

2013’s O’Hara murder
An eyewitness’s ear-

ly-morning account on Sept. 
26 and a trail of evidence 
led Hampshire County dep-
uties from a home on Hicko-
ry Corner Road to the North 
River to a residence in Ca-
pon Bridge where they appre-
hended Mandy O’Hara, John 
Steven Shoemaker III and
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The explosion of Covid-19 cases at Hamp-
shire Center overshadowed the virus’s rapid 
rise across the county last week. 

The nursing home on Sunrise Summit has 
41 patients and 21 staff members who have 
tested positive as of Tuesday morning. Two 
residents there died last week. 

“Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to 
those impacted by 
COVID-19 during 
this difficult time, es-
pecially the families 
of the 2 residents who 
passed away,” Hamp-
shire Center’s chief 
medical officer, Rich-
ard Feifer, said in a 
press release. 

Across the en-
tire 645-square-mile 
county, 175 residents 
had active cases of coronavirus Monday af-
ternoon; 11 were hospitalized. 

Since the pandemic began, the county has 
had 976 people test positive and 12 people 
die. 

The latest 2 deaths, announced Tuesday, 
are a 78-year-old Springfield man and a 
77-year-old Romney man. One died at 
UPMC Western Maryland and the other at 
WVU’s Potomac Valley Hospital in Keyser.
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Our toll
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 11 In hospital 
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