
SYDNEY MAURER Review Correspondent

AUGUSTA — French’s Mill changed hands 
again this spring — to a family with 2 teenag-
ers who have big plans for the old mill, which 
was added to the National Historic Register in 
2014. 

The business that will occupy the mill be-
longs to her 2 children, Victoria and J.D., says 
Carole Croucher, who was working in the for-
mer garden shop across Fairgrounds Road last 
Friday. She explained her presence at the mill 
by saying: “I’m a volunteer.” 

Young entrepreneurs Victoria and J. D. 
Croucher envision an art gallery on the 1st floor 
of the old mill, with the 2nd floor entirely giv-
en over to a big train table featuring HO scale 
model trains. 

The art gallery may include some of their 
own work. Their mother Carole points out the 
2 have won national awards for their photogra-
phy in a contest sponsored by the New Jersey 
Horticultural Society. 

There will be some merchandise for sale on 
the floor with the model trains, but viewing the 
trains will be free — just an encouragement to 
draw people into the building. 

Victoria and J.D. designed their business plan 
first, for a company titled RDSWV, LLC, long 
before they chose the mill as their location. 
RDSWV was incorporated last August. 

Once this was done, they needed a place to 
implement their plans. They looked at house 

after house after house, said Carole, but none 
of them were suitable. Everything was in 
the wrong location, or had a layout that just 
wouldn’t work. 

Then they spotted a “for sale” sign on 
French’s Mill. It was just what they were look-
ing for. 

The current mill was built for the Augusta 
Milling Company in 1911, replacing a mill on 
the site that was destroyed by fire. According
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to seniors
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SUNRISE SUMMIT 
— It’s been an unforget-
table senior year for the 
Hampshire High School 
Class of 2021, and 
the keynote speech by 
Hampshire native and 
WVU football standout 
Evan Staley at gradu-
ation will undoubtedly 
cap it off.

HHS principal Mike 
Dufrene said he put 
some serious thought 
into who he wanted to 
address the graduating 
class at the upcoming 
ceremony scheduled for 
Friday evening. 

“You should always 
have a purpose for a 
keynote speaker,” he 
explained. “If you think 
about what our seniors 
have been through this 
year, and what (Staley) 
has been through, over-
coming adversity, work-
ing hard and not giving 
up, I think his message 
will be powerful.”

Staley, a 2016 HHS 
graduate, said he was 
a little surprised when 
Dufrene asked him to 
speak at commence-
ment. 

“I was kind of caught 
off guard, but excit-
ed to go back to the 
school and speak,” Sta-
ley recalled. “(Dufrene) 
wanted somebody who 
would connect with the 
students, and, being in 
college, maybe I’d reso-
nate more than someone 
much older than them.”

Staley, who graduated 
with a bachelors degree 
in exercise physiology 
at WVU, is currently 
working on his Masters 
of safety management. 
He has also made head-
lines as a kicker for the 
Mountaineer gridders, 
and he’s had a tough 
year, same as the 2021 
HHS graduating class. 
He sustained a serious 
knee injury during this 
year’s football season, 
and coming back from 
that has given him a 
crash course on  dealing

Slow crime 
lab stalls 
murder case
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ROMNEY — The trial of Austin 
Holmes-Evans, accused of murdering his 
cousin Johnny Adams last summer, has hit 
a speed bump. 

At a pretrial hearing last week Judge 
Charles Carl moved the 2nd pre-trial hear-
ing from next week to July 31. 

The primary reason, the prosecution 
and defense attorney agreed, is waiting 
for evidence to be processed at the state 
crime lab. 

It’s an issue that has slowed down pros-
ecutions across the state for years. The tri-
al of David Corey for the January 2012 
murder of his brother Danny in Romney 
was delayed until April 2013. Michael 
O’Hara was  killed  in  Hampshire  County
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An 80-acre solar farm should 
be coming to a location just 
south of Augusta, with con-
struction beginning next year, 
the Hampshire County Devel-
opment Authority was told at 
last Wednesday’s board meet-
ing. 

Planning began back in 
2018, and the necessary ap-
plication to Potomac Edison 
to use energy from the farm’s 
array of solar panels to power 

the grid is now in the 3rd and 
final stage of approval, said 
Anna Gerrits, a senior manager 
with Galehead Development, 
the Boston-based firm special-
izing in renewable energy proj-
ects that is responsible for the 
project. 

Gerrits and an associate, 
Nick Gates, made their pre-
sentation in a conference call 
during the meeting. 

Galehead had first ap-
proached the Development 
Authority with plans for the 

project in 2018, but plans have 
been slowed due to Covid-19 
issues during the past year and 
a half, Gerrits said. 

The company expects to be-
gin applying for the necessary 
permits from the state Pub-
lic Service Commission next 
month. 

Dubbed the “Capon Bridge 
Solar Project” by Galehead, 
the solar farm will be an array 
of solar panels stationed on 80 
acres of privately owned land.
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Wilkins to replace Shoemaker 
at County Health Department

Teen siblings want to bring 
new life to French’s Mill
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J.D. and Victoria Croucher have big plans 
for French’s Mill. 
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After 6 years and 
1 pandemic, Stepha-
nie Shoemaker is step-
ping down as Hampshire 
County’s health direc-
tor to pursue her dream 
job, opening the door 
for Lead Nurse Tamitha 
Wilkins to replace her 
here. 

“Nursing home ad-
ministration is what I 
went to school for,” Shoemak-
er explained Monday. 

She leaves her position with 
the Hampshire County Health 
Department at the end of this 
week to take over as adminis-

trator of Dawnview Center in 
Fort Ashby next month. 

“It’s been in the plan all 
along,” Shoemaker said, “but 
there hadn’t been any positions 
here locally.”

Shoemaker took on her 

Health Department role in 
2015 — a role that exploded 
into critical importance 
14 months ago when the 
Covid-19 pandemic made 
its way here. 

It was a situation Shoe-
maker said her department 
was ready for — as much 
as anyone could be — be-
cause of the planning and 
networking with other lo-
cal agencies that began a 

couple of years earlier.
That’s perhaps the biggest 

lesson from her that she car-
ries forward with her career 
change. 
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COUNT 
DOWN

7
More days 
of classes

• Today: 
Senior 
Awards, 6 
p.m.,audito-
rium

• Friday: 
Graduation 
practice, 9 
a.m., Ran-
nells Field

• Friday: 
Commence-
ment, 6 
p.m., Ran-
nells Field 

• June 3: 
Last day for 
students; 
2-1/2-hour 
early dis-
missal

• June 4: 
Last day for 
staff

WVU’s kicker 
Evan Staley, 
a Hampshire 
alum,  is this 
year’s key-
note speaker 
at Friday’s 
commence-
ment.

Get 
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it
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