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Forensics back for murder trial

Mast improves, 
except for oaks

Bless the beasts

‘Brave, 
fierce, 

brilliant’
Susan Grady’s legacy 
lives on in her passion 

for cancer research 
EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

Susan Grady had a thing for flamin-
gos. 

“Be a flamingo in a flock of pi-
geons,” she’d say. 

In her life, Susan certainly stood out 
from the pigeons; she was a flamin-
go who, as her sister Patty Wygal de-
scribed, was “brave, fierce, brilliant.”

Susan wore many hats throughout 
her life: 

She was valedictorian of her Hamp-
shire High School graduating class. 

She obtained 3 degrees after grad-
uating high school: an associate’s de-
gree form Allegany College of Mary-
land, a B.S. from Frostburg State and a 
masters in Adult Education from Mar-
shall. 

She worked for Hampshire Coun-
ty Schools as an accountant, and then 
about 15 years later, as personnel di-
rector. 

She coordinated adult education at 
the Potomac Highlands Jail. 

One of her most identifiable hats, 
however, was that of a Relay for Life 
trailblazer here in the county. 
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ROMNEY — Long-stalled movement 
toward trying an Augusta teen accused 
of killing his cousin lurched into gear at 
a preliminary hearing last week. 

Austin Holmes-Evans is charged with 
1st-degree murder in the July 2020 death 
of 14-year-old Johnny Adams, but pros-
pects for a trial have been delayed again 
and again as prosecutors awaited the re-
turn of forensic evidence from West Vir-

ginia’s state crime lab. 
Friday afternoon, Prosecutor Rebecca 

Miller was able to tell Judge Carter Wil-
liams the evidence was in — DNA from 
the scene and a ballistics report, both 
now shared with defense counsel Craig 
Manford of Martinsburg. 

Williams did not set a trial date, but 
indicated that he will at the next pre-tri-
al hearing, scheduled for 9 a.m. Nov. 3, 
when he should also rule on an unusual 

prosecution motion. 
Miller has asked that Williams review 

notes from interviews Holmes-Evans’ 5 
brothers and sisters had with the Child 
Advocacy Center beginning shortly af-
ter Adams’ death. 

The interviews are normal procedure. 
The purpose of reviewing what was dis-
closed is to determine whether anything 
was said that materially could affect the 
prosecution or defense. 

“The defense usually makes this mo-
tion,” Williams noted. 

Miller said she was asking for the re-
view as a precaution. The interviewing 
agency has 3 weeks to provide the infor-
mation to Williams and he will have 10 
days or so to review the material and dis-
close any pertinent information. 

A trial date or a waiver of his right to a 
speedy trial are key on Nov. 3. 
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Sassafras is up wildly, but more worryingly, 
white oak is down. 

West Virginia’s 2021 mast report is in and the 
results show good news for wildlife and chal-
lenges for hunters. 

This is the Division of Natural Resources’ 51st 
annual survey of the nuts, berries, leaves and 
shoots that wildlife consumes. Generally, a bad 
mast year means deer, bears, squirrels and tur-
keys must forage widely, making them easier for 
hunters to find. 

The 2020 report was the worst ever. This 
year’s is up significantly — 61% above last year 
and 8% above the 50-year average.

“Oak production improved over the last year 
but is still below its long-term average,” said 
Chris Ryan, supervisor of DNR’s Game Manage-

Spotted lanternfly confirmed here

A beautiful fall? Maybe later

28th 
Warm 
season 
begins
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Father Steve Haptonstahl of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church im-
parts a blessing on Rick and Barbie Hillenbrand’s Krieger Sunday 
afternoon. St. Stephen’s hosted a blessing of the animal service 
for the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals. 
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The spotted lanternfly is 
here. 

West Virginia’s Department 
of Agriculture has confirmed 
the insect pest’s presence 
in Hampshire County, by a 
homeowner in Capon Bridge. 

A Facebook post by WVDA 
indicates a 2nd confirmation 
has occurred in the High View 
area. 

The invasive plant hop-
per, which is native to China, 
feeds on grapes, apples, hops, 
walnuts and hardwood trees 
when it can’t find its preferred 
meal, an invasive plant called 
the Tree of Heaven. 

Spotted lanternflies have 
been in the Winchester area 

for a couple of years and were 
sighted in Mineral County last 
year. A colony is living around 
Frankfort High School.

A quarantine on Winchester 
and Frederick County pro-
hibits transporting plant ma-
terials, trees, firewood, RVs, 
grills, mowers, Christmas 
trees, landscaping items and 
children’s playhouses.

But West Virginia has no 
such rules. 

Instead, WVDA is asking 
residents to check their vehi-
cles for the hitchhikers. 

“Even a simple shopping 
trip to a neighboring coun-
ty can be responsible for in-
troducing the pest into an 
area lacking spotted lantern-

fly,” said James Watson, WV-
DA’s expert on the pest. “The 
importance of these routine 
self-conducted inspections of 
your vehicles and transported 
items cannot be overempha-
sized.”

Susan  Parker,  environmen-
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The guy in Hampshire Coun-
ty who knows trees best says we 
could be in for a decent year of 
fall color. 

Just be patient. 
“I think by the 20th we ought 

to be seeing some color,” said 
Bill Pownell, the Division of 
Forestry’s regional forester in 
the Romney office. “I would 

guess the peak will be the week 
of the 27th.”

That’s a little later than the 
state Department of Tourism’s 
“official” fall foliage map pre-
dicts. It projects peak season to 
be mid-October for Hampshire 
and surrounding counties.

The formula for great fall 
color starts with cold nights — 
which Hampshire County hasn’t 

really gotten to yet — and some 
moisture. 

“It’s not dry any more,” 
Pownell noted Monday. “We 
had the drought, but we’ve re-
covered from that. It ought to be 
fine.” 

The best color scenario is a 
growing season with plenty of 
moisture,  followed  by  a  dry,
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Warm the Children – the 
charity that has never spent a 
dime on anything other than 
warm clothes for children – is 
now taking applications for its 
28th year. 

Patty Anderson, who heads 
up the community-wide non-
profit effort, says Warm the 
Children has the capacity to 
help more kids than it has the 
last couple of years. 

In 2020, 413 children from 
170 families were given win-
ter coats, hats, gloves, socks 
and other items that amount 
to at least 1 full outfit. That’s 
down from 600-plus a few 
years before. 

While applicants have to 
be income eligible, Anderson 
noted that the income level 
needed is not that low. 

“The guidelines are liber-
al,” she said. “Many folks, 
even with a couple of parents 
working, could qualify for it.”

She said a 4-member fam-
ily with income as high as 
$50,000 could qualify. Last 
year’s limit was $4,367 a 
month for a family of 4.   

“If you are working, but 
short on cash, be sure and ap-
ply,” she urged. 

The deadline is Nov. 17 and 
Anderson  hopes  to  have  all
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Running 
WILD

Hampshire hosts its 
annual cross country meet
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Highlands mast
Compared to the re-
gion’s 50-year average
HARD MAST PCT. +/–

Beech +178
Walnut +  40
Yellow poplar +  31
Hickory +  20
Scarlet oak –  34
White oak –  36
Red/black oak –  40
Chestnut –  40
Scrub oak –  61
SOFT MAST

Hawthorne + 54
Crabapple + 33
Black cherry + 30
Grape + 23
Apple + 25
Sassafras + 14
Greenbrier –   5
Blackberry –   9
Dogwood – 22

Source: DNR
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