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Fentanyl 
killed 9 
in 2020

RELATIVE CHARGED IN TEEN’S MURDER

Cicadas to return in spring 

Jonathan Adams

JIM KING Review Staff

Fentanyl played a part in 9 of 11 over-
dose deaths in Hampshire County last 
year.

Drugs were once again the county’s 
leading cause of sudden deaths — not 
brought on by disease or natural causes — 
in 2020. 

By last week the Hampshire County 
Clerk’s office had recorded 251 deaths 
for 2020. That’s on par with 2019’s total 
of 253, but well above the 165 filed by 
around this time of year for 2018 and 173 
for 2017. 

Death certificates from 2020 will con-
tinue to trickle into the clerk’s office for 
months, particularly any that required au-
topsies or come from out-of-state. 
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A young relative has been charged with 
the death of Johnny Adams last July — 
and has been in custody since the 14-year-
old’s body was discovered, authorities an-
nounced for the 1st time this week. 

When Johnny’s body was discovered 
July 18 in a shallow grave in a hard-to-
reach wooded area near where he was 
staying, the Hampshire County Sheriff’s 

Office said a suspect had been identified 
and a 16-year-old relative of Johnny’s had 
been charged with burglary, but did not 
link the 2. 

On Monday, Sheriff Nathan Sions said 
the male juvenile initially charged with 
“unrelated crimes” was later charged with 
the murder. 

“Newly elected Prosecutor Rebecca 
Miller is moving the case forward,” Sions 

said. “This was an isolated incident and 
there is no reason to believe any further 
danger exists in this immediate area relat-
ed to this crime.”

He said no further information can be 
released on the case because the defen-
dant is a juvenile. 

Johnny’s adoptive father, Angel Jaquez, 
confirmed in an interview with local tele-
vision in Hartford, Conn. in late July that 
a relative was involved. 

“It’s a family-related person so you have 
to balance your emotions and things and 

maybe not — it’s hard,” he told WFSB, a 
CBS affiliate.

Reporting in Hartford-area media said 
his adoptive parents, Angel and Janis 
Jaquez, sent him to Hampshire County as 
the Covid-19 pandemic spread because 
so many members of Johnny’s family in 
Connecticut work in healthcare. 

Johnny arrived here in March to stay 
with his aunt, a high school teacher, and 
her 6 children, another aunt, Elizabeth 
Adams, told the Hartford Courant. Johnny
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The winter weather might 
be making you look wistfully 
to warmer days, but you’re not 
the only one waiting for Spring 
2021. 

It’s time for the cicadas to re-
turn to Hampshire County. 

This “brood” of cicadas 
is Brood X (10), which last 
emerged in 2004. This spring 

will see a return of Brood X on 
the East Coast, from Delaware 
to Georgia, Indiana to Ken-
tucky and, of course, West Vir-
ginia. 

“I think they’re coming,” 
said Bill Pownell with the Di-
vision of Forestry’s Romney 
office. “They skip around so 
much. We have ’em all over the

Vaccines up, infections downPERRY BENNETT W.Va. Legislature

Delegate Ruth Rowan of Hampshire 
County escorts Gov. Jim Justice into 
the chamber.

Justice: Start 
eliminating 
income tax 
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The improving conditions that 
sent Hampshire High School back 
to class Tuesday for the 1st time in 
3 months are breathing relief into 
a healthcare system strained for 11 
months by Covid-19. 

 Vaccines were administered to 
319 county residents last week by 
the Health Department and its part-
ners Hampshire Memorial Hospi-
tal, E.A. Hawse, and the county’s 
EMS and Office of Emergency 
Management.

As that number climbs, other vi-
tal statistics surrounding the virus 
are dropping. 

Just 4 cases were confirmed 

Monday, bringing the county’s ac-
tive total to 33. That’s the lowest 
active caseload since the 1st week 
of November. Four people are hos-
pitalized. 

The net effect has been to move 
the county from red to orange sta-
tus on the state’s 5-color map track-
ing the virus. 

The county’s infection rate — 
the number of positive cases per 
100,000 population — dropped 
from 25.89 on Saturday to 16.03 on 

Sunday, well below the red thresh-
old of 25. 

The positivity rate — the per-
centage of tests that indicate the vi-
rus — fell past the red threshold of 
8 percent as well, dropping from 
8.25 on Saturday to 5.86 Sunday. 

The numbers continued to im-
prove Monday and Tuesday. 

Since the pandemic erupted last 
March, Hampshire County has 
had 1,515 confirmed cases and 27 
deaths. 

The County Health Department 
confirmed 2 deaths over the week-
end, bringing its total in line with a 
number the  state  had  posted  for  a

The Associated Press

CHARLESTON — Gov. Jim Justice 
called for cutting West Virginia’s person-
al income tax in his State of the State ad-
dress as he proposed tax increases on the 
wealthy and on the sale of soda and to-
bacco.

Hampshire County’s Ruth Rowan, the 
ranking Republican delegate, escorted 
Gov. Jim Justice into the joint session of 
the House of Delegates and State Senate. 

“I had the honor of introducing Gover-
nor Justice for the State of the State ad-
dress,” Rowan said. 

Justice outlined his plan for cutting the 
income tax in half for most  earners  in  his

© 2021 Cornwell & Ailes Inc.
West Virginia Press Association 

General Excellence 2007-20

REMEMBERING

Dean loses fight with Covid
Page 8A

W E S T  V I R G I N I A ’ S  B I G G E S T  B E S T  W E E K LY  N E W S P A P E R

Our toll
 33 Active
 4 in hospital 
 27 Deaths
1,515 Confirmed

Free testing
Hampshire Fair-
grounds dining hall
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday

S IGN  UP  FOR  VACC INE
To schedule a vaccination, visit 
vaccinate.wv.gov or call 1-833-734-
0965. 
Vaccines are open to all people age 
65 or older, but anyone 16 or older 
can register. 
No longer contact the county health department 
to schedule a vaccination. 
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Authorities update case with juvenile suspect
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Cicadas will return in Brood 
X to Hampshire County.

NICK CARROLL Review Staff

Hampshire High Principal Mike Dufrene greets students returning to school Tuesday. 

After 13 weeks, HHS reopens
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Hampshire High School students 
returned to class Tuesday — 13 
weeks to the day after they last en-
tered the halls of HHS. 

The spread of Covid-19 slowed 
enough and the weather finally co-
operated enough that the high school 
could reopen its doors for the 1st time 
since Nov. 17, also a Tuesday. 

“I felt like a freshman this morning, 
all nervous and excited,” said princi-
pal Mike Dufrene. “It’s just awesome 
to have them back. I was out when 
the buses were arriving, and everyone 
seemed like they were ready to get 
off the bus and back in the building.”

The county improved to Orange 
Status on the state’s 5-color map 
tracking the pandemic’s spread on 

Sunday after being the state’s only 
red county the previous 2 days. 

That shift out of red allowed high 
school students to rejoin their young-
er brothers and sisters in class after 
the long, long interlude of remote in-
struction only.

“It feels great, blessed to be back 
and hopefully getting on the hard-
wood soon,” junior Zack Hillsaid. 

The return to class meant practice 
could begin for the winter sports sea-
son as well Tuesday. 

“It’s so great to be back on the 
court again with my Hampshire Tro-
jan family,” senior basketball play-
er Lainee Selan said. “Can’t wait to 
bond again with all the girls. This is 
where the rubber meets the road.”
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Bill 
Maphis’ 
dream 
season
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Our trend
 INFEC- POSI-
 TION TIVITY
FEB RATE RATE

8 29.59 9.68
9 30.20 9.90
10 30.20 9.96
11 33.29 9.36
12 28.36 8.49
13 16.03 5.86
14 15.43 5.57
15 160.3 5.44
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