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Hello, Hampshire! From
Zack Hill, Augusta

Catherine Miller, Great Cacapon
Thanks for subscribing Fine Arts Show opens next month      Details, Page 8A

BANK ROBBED IN AUGUSTA

CBES to see bigger gym in new plans 

EMMA JUNE GROSSKOPF Review Staff

AUGUSTA — The Augusta branch 
of the Bank of Romney was robbed 
last Wednesday, resulting in an inves-
tigation led by West Virginia State Po-
lice. 

The robbery occurred at approx-
imately 12:25 p.m. Sept. 22 at the 
Augusta bank, when an armed male 
entered the building and demanded 

money. No employees or customers 
were injured during the incident.

Bank surveillance shows that the 
individual was wearing a dark hoodie 
and a mask, carrying a handgun. Two 
photos were released Thursday of the 
armed robber, and Sgt. J.R. Fletcher 
of the Romney Detachment said vid-
eo footage was investigated as well. 

“Every business around that loca-

tion that had cameras was visited,” 
Fletcher explained. “There are no 
leads from any of those videos.” 

One of the rumors Fletcher 
squashed was about the suspect’s ve-
hicle. 

“There are a number of rumors out 
there, but what we know for a fact 
is that he went running up into the 
woods,” Fletcher confirmed. “We’ve 

gotten calls about several different car 
models, everywhere from an SUV to 
a Jeep to a truck. Those are just Inter-
net, Facebook rumors.” 

Following the robbery, Augusta 
Elementary School was on lockdown 
to ensure student safety, said 
superintendent Jeff Pancione.  

Principal Brenda Omps posted on 
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ROMNEY — It seems like ages 
ago that the county passed a bond for 
3 new elementary schools and a new 
gym at Capon Bridge Elementary, 
but with the plans for the CBES gym 
falling into place, it’s the 1st bond 
project to get underway.  

The original plan for the CBES 
gym placed its size at 45’x80’, mak-
ing it just a few feet shy of regula-

tion. Treasurer Denise Hott said that 
to expand the gym plan to be big-
ger would cost the board between 
$300,000 and $450,000 more. 

It might sound like a daunting 
amount, but superintendent Jeff Pan-
cione said that the board had options 
when it came to covering the extra 
costs, thanks to the flexibility afford-
ed by the county’s ESSERF mon-
ey (Covid-relief funds set aside for 

schools in the nation). 
Superintendent Jeff Pancione 

said that CBES principal John Fer-
raro told him he was satisfied with 
the gym being smaller than regula-
tion-sized, but members of the board 
were not.  

 “If we can come up with money to 
make it right without shorting any-
one, we should,” said board member 
Bernie Hott. “We can’t decide to do 

it later if we don’t do it now.” 
Board president Debbie Champ 

reinforced Hott’s point. 
“When else has this board sat here 

and said that $400,000 isn’t a prob-
lem?” she asked. “(Expanding the 
size) gives us large facilities that the 
community can use.” 

And finally, board member Matt 

Review Staff

A new, grim pattern has emerged with 
Covid in Hampshire County: case totals are 
steady, but hospital-
izations and deaths 
have increased. 

This past week 
the county has seen 
4 Covid-related 
deaths, with 3 out of 
the 4 deceased hav-
ing been only in their 
50s. The total con-
firmed deaths related 
to the virus climbed 
to 43. 

“Hospitalizations is the really bad thing 
right now,” said Tamitha Wilkins, Health 

Board: JJC’s 
doors will be 

‘Our pool needs 
to be deeper’
Staff shortages strain schools 
here, require ‘creative’ fixes

Valley Health    
restricts visitors, 
delays surgeries
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ROMNEY — With a 3 to 1 
vote, the school board took the 1st 
step to closing John. J. Cornwell 
Elementary at Monday night’s 
meeting, beginning the formal 
closure process. 

Several months ago, the board 
approved the gathering of data to 
support the closure of the school, 
which currently has a 21-student 
enrollment. 

Personnel director Pam Slo-
cum brought the data to the board 

Monday night, confirming that if 
the school closed, the employees 
at the school would be RIFed. 

And the reasoning behind the 
closure?

Well, numbers, for one. Declin-
ing enrollment tops the list of rea-
sons for the school’s closure, as 
well as restrictive state laws and 
policies governing special edu-
cation class sizes, mandates for 
new/additional programs and cur-
ricular offerings and aging facili-
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ROMNEY — It’s the refrain 
heard ‘round the county: “We 
need people.”

The school system-wide substi-
tute staff shortage was a big top-
ic at Monday evening’s school 
board meeting, with 2 service 
personnel even appearing in front 
of the board to share their expe-
riences. 

“We’re not the only ones in this 
boat,” said Pam Slocum, person-
nel director for Hampshire Coun-
ty Schools. “All of our regular 
positions are pretty much filled, 
which is uncommon, but we just 
have a shallow pool of subs that’s 
trickling out.” 

While having a nearly-full staff 
of regular positions is good news, 
the lack of substitutes in class-

rooms, buses, kitchens and custo-
dial crews has created challenges 
for the school system.

Take the transportation depart-
ment, for example. 

Transportation supervisor 
J.W. See has been driving a bus 
since the 2nd day of school, Slo-
cum pointed out. There just ar-
en’t enough people to help fill the 
gaps when needed. 

Mark Shanholtz and Joe 
Bloom, custodians at Hampshire 
High School, appeared in front 
of the board to share their daily 
challenges with the board as well, 
personifying the struggle that 
the whole county, and state as a 
whole, is facing. 

“We all know we need help up
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With the recent Covid surges, Valley 
Health facilities are being stretched beyond 
their capacity. 

Last Friday, the health system, made up 
of 6 hospitals, including Hampshire Me-
morial on Sunrise Summit, added more re-
strictions in order to combat the influx of 
patients fighting the virus: they’ve added 
additional ICU capacity, curtailed hospital 
visiting and postponed elective and nones-
sential surgeries requiring post-operation 
beds. 

Winchester opened an additional unit to 
accommodate the number of severely ill 
patients. It’s a numbers game, and Valley 
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Celebrating
Capon Bridge
Check out our tribute to the town’s 

history, people and sense of      

community.

Our toll
  93 Active
 17 in hospital 
 43 Deaths
2,883 Confirmed

Vaccinated
39.9%  Fully
44.4%  Partially
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A look back
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IN OUR SCHOOLSGolden delicious

A worker at Shanholtz 
Orchards s harvests the 
1st of the Golden Deli-
cious crop, just in time 
for fall.

s  Gourds are popular 
autumn decorations and 
can be found around the 
county.

BATTLING 
COVID-19

Covid boosters 
now available

Surveillance footage shows the suspect 
armed and wearing a dark hoodie. 

BANK OF ROMNEY

Wednesday, September 29, 2021

See CLOSED page 5A n

See BOOSTER page 7A n

See SURGE page 7A n

C L O S E D

MORE PHOTOS

all things
FALL

all things
FALL

Living, Page 1C

APPLE
SAUCED

Review Staff

Sports, Page 1B


