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COMMENCING ...

SYDNEY MAURER Review Correspondent

ROMNEY — At the evening meeting held
May 25, the County Commission received requests to give American Rescue Plan funds to
local fire companies, to compensate them for
last year’s fund-raising shortfalls; to the Central
Hampshire Public Service District to develop a
new water source in Augusta; and to the county
broadband project to continue to expand coverage.
Requestors all referred to COMMISSION
stated purposes of the ARP, DECISION
with firefighters trying to Recycling
make up for financial losses due to Covid-19, and the ideas adopted
Page 4A
other requests emphasizing
building infrastructure.
We say: Way
The commission could to go, Brian
do no more than “add to the
Page 6A
list” the requests received,
said Commission President
Brian Eglinger. The county has not yet received
the promised funds, and no one is entirely sure
what restrictions will be placed on them.
The request on behalf of the county’s volunteer fire companies was presented by Springfield Valley fireman Brian “Tad” Malcolm, who
serves as the county emergency management director.
Malcolm reported 2 of the 8 fire companies
had seen revenue drops of over $60,000 each
last year, due to Covid-19 restrictions that shut
down gun bashes and other profitable fundraising activities, and all but one of the others had
lost substantial amounts.
Malcolm gave the commissioners a list of the
losses each company incurred, measured by
See RELIEF page 7A n
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PRESENTING THE SEN
IOR CLASS

Jocelyn Barrett (center) and other members of Hampshire High School’s
Senior Class of 2021 slide their tassels from left to right at the end of
Saturday’s Commencement ceremonies to signify their graduation.
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Cassie Sheetz

‘We want
her found’
Nearly 3 months after she
disappeared, Cassie’s parents
are still searching

JIM KING Review Staff

Arlene Shelton wants her daughter back.
The Augusta woman and her ex-husband have
been searching since mid-March for 24-year-old
Cassie Sheetz. They have only questions and
frustrations for their efforts.
“We want her found,” CasFINDING
sie’s
dad Larry Black says.
CASSIE
“Not knowing is one of the
What to
worst feelings ever.”
The West Virginia State Polook for,
said they have done all they
who to call lice
can to try to find the missing
Page 7A woman.
“We’ve searched for days
and days and days, both on foot and in water,
with cadaver dogs and bloodhounds,” said Sgt.
A.D. Teter of the Pocahontas County detachment.
“We got nothing.”
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SUNRISE SUMMIT — The
$4.2 million expansion project that
Hampshire Memorial Hospital is
undergoing is driven by the changes
in technology in the 10 years since
the hospital was built.
“We want to relocate and give
more space because of growth and
also changes in technology,” HMH
President Tom Kluge says amid the
pounding and drilling of construction.
Improved technology is spurring
expansion of the lab facility, relocation of the pharmacy and installa-

JIM KING Review Staff

Work going on at Hampshire Memorial Hospital now and a projection of how it will look when completed.
tion of a permanent home for nuclear medicine.
“There’s more that we can do
here,” HMH Vice President Mary
Sas said about the blood testing
done in the lab, “because the technology has been so improved. It
doesn’t have to stay in Winchester.”
But the capabilities come with
equipment that’s bulkier.

“We’re going to have to push out
that space just to get the equipment
in there,” Sas said.
So the lab will be built out into
space now used as the reception
area. A new addition is being built
to accommodate reception, but
that’s really the only expansion of
square footage.
See HMH page 7A n

1-room Walnut Grove ‘a real gem’
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The 1-room school currently sits back behind Hampshire
High on Sunrise Summit. Its original location was by Little
Cacapon Creek in Augusta.

SUNRISE SUMMIT — Tucked away behind Hampshire High on Sunrise Summit is
an unassuming old building. It’s been sitting
there since the 1970s, and it has all but blended into the landscape.
But that’s the problem: it shouldn’t blend
in. In fact, Ed Snyder is looking for help to
bring it back out of obscurity in Hampshire
County as a museum and walk-in artifact illustrating education as it was more than 150
years ago.
The building is the Walnut Grove School,
and the original structure was built in 1850.
It’s a 1-room school, and likely one of the oldest and best preserved in the state, said Snyder, whose late wife Joy’s family was the Tutwilers, who actually founded and received
their education at the school.
See GEM page 7A n

ROMNEY — The owner
of the Love Shack dog rescue
will find out Monday if she
gets 7 of her dogs back, but
the criminal case against her
has been continued for another 3 months.
Sabrina Droescher was in
magistrate court briefly Tuesday afternoon for a pretrial
hearing on 103 misdemeanor
counts of animal cruelty that
were lodged against her in
early April.
But Prosecutor Rebecca
Miller said her office has yet
to hand over the information it
has on the case to Droescher’s
attorney, Kevin Sponaugle.
“Discovery is voluminous,”
Sponaugle acknowledged to
Magistrate John Rohrbaugh.
“We expect it in the next week
or 2.”
Rohrbaugh continued the
case for 90 days to give the
defense team time to work
through the evidence still being sorted by lead investigator
Cpl. Phoebe Lahman of the
Hampshire County Sheriff’s

See CRUELTY page 7A n
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