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Breaker
causes
outage

A master breaker operated
inside the Entergy substation
that serves Hammond and the
surrounding areas, resulting
a 45-minute power
outage to
some 8,000
customers
Tuesday afternoon.
Entergy’s Hammond crew
did some switching to restore
service, said Customer Service
Manager Eunice Harris.
•••
BOOT CAMP — Private 1st
Class Chandler Wayne Middlebrook, 19-year-old grandson
of Wayne and Romona Middlebrook of Ponchatoula, has graduated from U.S. Marine Corps
boot camp at Marine Recruit
Depot in San Diego.
He is now engaged in a month
of military combat training
at Camp Pendleton to be followed by military occupation
specialty school. He will be stationed in Pensacola, training as
a air traﬃc controller.
His parents are Hayden and
Michelle Middlebrook of Maumell, Arkansas, and his maternal grandparents are Dean and
Spring Majoue’ of Baton Rouge.
•••
SELECTED — Lt. Col. Wade
Deliberto of the U.S. Marines
has been selected for promotion
to the rank of colonel. The promotion has not yet taken place
due to limits on the number of
colonels who can serve.
The Daily Star incorrectly recently reported that the promotion had already taken place.
•••
FIRST RESPONDERS — A
“Wills for Heroes” event is
scheduled for Jan. 24 at 9 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. in the Hammond
Council Chambers, 310 E.
Charles St.

T

angi

TODAY

Please see TANGI | 3A

SERVING HAMMOND AND
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES FOR
59 YEARS

To Subscribe:
985-254-7846
985-254-7850
www.hammondstar.com

Legal Journal for:
Tangipahoa Parish’s Parish
Government and its Boards and
Commissions, Sheriff, Clerk
of Court; City of Hammond,
Hammond Area Economic
Industrial District; North Oaks
Hospital District 1; Southeastern
University; Mosquito Abatement
District; Consolidated Gravity
Drainage District 1; Recreation
District 3; Water District; Rural
Fire Protection District 2; Town
of Amite; Town of Independence;
Town of Greensburg, Village of
Tickfaw; St. Helena Parish Police
Jury.

Speaker vote ‘up in air’
Carter to preside as dean of House

BY JESSE BROOKS
crime@hammondstar.com

District 72 State Rep. Robby
Carter (D-Greensburg) predicts no Republican in the
State House of Representatives will earn the 53 votes
needed to be elected Speaker
outright.
“I believe it’s up in the air
and anything could happen
on Monday,” Carter told the
Daily Star on Tuesday. “This

is a brand new
class coming
in, and there
are a lot of
loose connections. This situation occurred
last time the
House chose a
Carter
speaker, and it
should be really interesting.”
Prior to 2016, the House often followed a precedent since

the days of Huey P. Long by
voting in the governor’s choice
for speaker. That tradition
was broken in the ﬁrst year of
Gov. John Bel Edwards’ term
when House Republicans denied state Rep. Walt Leger III
(D-New Orleans) the 53 votes
needed. Leger was defeated in
a House election by republican
Taylor Barras, of New Iberia.
Carter, the most senior
member of the House with 16

years total of non-consecutive
service, will preside over the
House vote Monday at 9 a.m.
“I have the most seniority
in the House so I will serve as
Dean and preside over the vote
for the ﬁrst time,” Carter said.
“I will meet with the clerk Monday morning and then we will
have a vocal vote for Speaker. I
am expecting no Republican to

Twelfth Night
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Krewe of Omega kicks off Carnival
BY CONNOR RABORN
reporter@hammondstar.com

Krewe of Omega opened its
festively decorated umbrellas
and cut the year’s ﬁrst king cake
slices Monday.
The Tangipahoa Parish Mardi
Gras krewe celebrated Twelfth
Night, the oﬃcial beginning of
the Carnival season, at Hammond Police Union Hall. Besides kicking oﬀ the revelry of
the season, the krewe members
also used the event to introduce
their court and make parade
ﬂoat assignments.
Krewe of Omega, in its 34th
year, will hold several parties
in the coming weeks, all culminating in the Hammond Mardi
Gras parade, rolling this year on
Feb. 14 at 6:30 p.m.
This year’s parade theme is
“The Things We Love,” a theme
beﬁtting the Valentine’s Day
Photo by Connor Raborn
event date.
BABY — Judge Jeff Cashe reveals at Krewe of Omega’s Twelfth Night celebration Monday night
The related theme for Mon- that his slice of king cake contained the plastic baby. This means he and his wife, Sandra, picday’s Twelfth Night celebra- tured at left, will host their float team’s first king cake party of Carnival.
tion was “Things the King and
Queen Love.” Table centerpiecTWELFTH NIGHT
es included light-up Las Vegas
— Krewe of
models, ﬁshing gear and hats
Omega Gold Maid
Bobbie Bickford,
and jewelry.
Green Maid Julie
Leading the royal court this
Rock-Chatellier,
year are King XXXIV Dale
Purple Maid
Bahm and Queen XXXIV Leslie
Alyssa Rock and
McKnight.
krewe members
“It’s always fun when the
Linda McKinney
krewe’s together,” said Julie
and Becky Raiford
Rock-Chatellier, who is part of
dance at Hamthe krewe’s newest royal tradimond Police Union
tion.
Hall Monday night
For the ﬁrst time, the krewe
during the krewe’s
has named three Mardi Gras
Twelfth Night
party.
Please see OMEGA | 3A

Iran strikes back
with missile attack
at bases in Iraq
Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran struck
back at the United States for
the killing of a top Iranian
general early Wednesday, ﬁring a series of ballistic missiles
at two Iraqi bases housing U.S.
troops in a major escalation
that brought the two longtime
foes closer to war.
Iranian state TV said it was
in revenge for the U.S. killing
of Revolutionary Guard Gen.
Qassem Soleimani, whose
death last week in an American drone strike near Baghdad prompted angry calls to
avenge his slaying. A U.S. ofﬁcial said there were no immediate reports of American
casualties, though buildings
were still being searched.
‘All is well!’ President Don-

ald Trump tweeted shortly
after the missile attacks, adding, ‘So far, so good’ regarding
casualties.
Soleimani’s killing and the
strikes by Iran came as tensions have been rising steadily across the Mideast after
President Donald Trump’s
decision to unilaterally withdraw America from Tehran’s
nuclear deal with world powers. They also marked the
ﬁrst time in recent years that
Washington and Tehran have
attacked each other directly
rather than through proxies in
the region. It raised the chances of open conﬂict erupting between the two enemies, which
have been at odds since Iran’s
Please see SOLEIMANI | 2A

People of Tangipahoa
Amanda Kitch
Amanda Kitch admits she ate king
cake one night before Twelfth Night
in the wake of the New Orleans
Saints’ devastating playoff loss.
“Actually, that first piece I ate
probably turned into about four
pieces that day,” she said. “I considered it “sad eating” after the
Saints’ loss, but it was a celebration cake too as we were celebrating my dad’s birthday a day early!”
Please see PEOPLE | 2A
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