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In sports:Trio of Lady Vikes earn NE8 honors Page B1

Feb. 13
Place of Grace Red 

Party: Place of Grace will 
host its 3rd Annual Red 
Party Thursday, Feb. 13 
at 7 p.m. at the Historic 
Forks of the Wabash, 
3011 W. Park Drive.

Doors open at 6:45pm. 
Women of all ages are 
welcome to attend and 
are encouraged to wear 
red. A donation of a pair 
of new socks or a pack 
of tampons is admission.  

The evening’s program 
will include a panel of 
professionals sharing 
about the importance of 
women’s mental health. 
Panel members include 
Dr. Janelle Max-
well-Pflieger, Mary Clark 
and Kristen Spiegel. Raf-
fle tickets will be avail-
able for purchase for a 
chance to win self-care 
baskets.

For more information, 
please contact Place of 
Grace at 260-358-7529 
or huntingtonplaceof 
grace@gmail.com.

Feb. 15
Eagle Watching at 

Salamonie: Meet at the 
Upper Wabash Interpre-
tive Center, Salamonie 
Lake, at 3 p.m. on either 
February 8 or 15 and lis-
ten to a short program on 
Indiana’s bald eagles, 
and then caravan to Indi-
ana’s largest document-
ed winter roost and 
watch the eagles come 
in for the evening.

This program will be 
indoors and out and 
involves a very small 
amount of walking on a 
paved road. Adjustments 
may be made for handi-
capped visitors. Please 
note if you need handi-
capped parking during 
registration. The Upper 
Wabash Friends Group 
will have food and hot 
drink available for dona-
tion at the roost site.

For everyone’s safety, 
Frances Slocum Road 
between Ind. – 124 and 
County Rd. 550 E., Miami 
County, will be closed for 
this event. The event will 
continue until dark, but 
participants can leave 
the roosting site whenev-
er they please. For more 
information and to 
pre-register for this FREE 
event, call 260-468-
2127. Donations are 
appreciated.

Feb. 16
Evensong Concert 

Series: A piano concert 
featuring Hamilton Tes-
carollo will be held Sun-
day, Feb. 16, 2020 at 
4 p.m. at Trinity United 
Methodist Church in 
Huntington.

Tescarollo currently 
serves as Associate Pro-
fessor of Music and 
Director of Keyboard 
Studies at Purdue Uni-
versity Fort Wayne, 
where he teaches piano 
and piano-related cours-
es and coordinates the 
keyboard area.

The event is free and 
open to the public. 
Accessible parking is 
available (West entrance 
– Door 7).

Feb. 26
Lunch and Learn:

Mental Health America of 
Northeast Indiana will be 

Huntington
Your
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By JAMES EHLE
jehle@h-ponline.com

Two meth dealers were 
recently sentenced after 
selling drugs to confi dential 
informants with the Hun-
tington City Police Depart-
ment in a drug bust involv-
ing 12 dealers.

Clifton Ray Rose, 43, of 
Fort Wayne was sentenced 
on Feb. 4 to nine years in 
prison with an addition-
al 3 years of probation for 

a Level 4 felony count of 
dealing in Methamphet-
amine in an amount of less 
than one gram. Rose fi led a 
plea agreement on Jan. 14 
and the court dismissed an 
additional Level 5 felony 
charge of dealing in meth-
amphetamine.

Nichalas Neils Howard, 
25, of Huntington, was sen-
tenced to 8 years in prison 
on Oct. 1, 2019 for a Lev-
el 4 felony charge of deal-
ing in methamphetamine in 
the amount of less than one 
gram.

According to a probable 
cause affi davit, Rose sold 
methamphetamine with a 
weight of 1.99 grams to 
a Confi dential Informant 

working for the Huntington 
City Police Department on 
May 4, 2017. On May 3, 
2017, Rose sold .71 grams 
of methamphetamine to the 
Confi dential Informant.

Rose admitted the transac-
tion took place in the garage 
of his home, according to 
the plea agreement.

On January 18, 2018, 
Howard sold 3.51 grams of 
methamphetamine to a con-
fi dential informant with the 
Huntington City Police De-
partment.

In a statement to the Her-
ald-Press in March of 2019, 
Huntington County Chief 
Deputy Prosecuting At-
torney Jeremy Nix said he 
hopes the convictions deter 

people from making the de-
cision to deal drugs.

“We do hope that as drug 
dealers are convicted and 
sentenced that other peo-
ple who might start dealing 
drugs in our community 
are convinced that it is not 
worth the time they might 
spend in prison,” Nix said.

Only one more of the 12 
suspected drug dealers still 
awaits trial. Austin Lee Es-
tep was arrested on Oct. 10, 
2018 on a Level 4 felony 
charge of dealing in meth-
amphetamine and an ad-
ditional habitual offender 
charge.

Estep currently has an ac-
tive warrant according to 
mycase.in.gov, the state’s 

website for court cases.
Jordan Lee Kipp, 26, of 

Huntington was sentenced 
to 15 years in prison and 
an additional three years 
of probation after pleading 
guilty to two Level 4 felony 
counts of dealing in meth-
amphetamine in an amount 
of less than 1 gram, accord-
ing to court records.

Javaun David Houston 
was sentenced to 14 years 
in prison and four years 
on probation after he plead 
guilty to a Level 2 felony 
charge of dealing narcotic 
drugs and a Level 3 felony 
charge of dealing cocaine, 
according to court records.
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Trisha Abbot, owner of Mazie’s Flowers in Markle, works to keep up with the incoming flower orders ahead of Valentine’s Day.

Local shops prepare for Valentine’s rush
By JAMES EHLE,
jehle@h-ponline.com

As Valentine’s Day ap-
proaches Friday, several local 
fl orists and candy shops are 
preparing for a wave of last 
minute shoppers.

Flower shops around Hun-
tington County have been 
fi lling orders and designing 
arrangements since the be-
ginning of the week, but they 
expect an infl ux of customers 
on the day of Valentine’s Day 

and are trying to get ahead of 
the steep incline in business.

“Call now,” said Kari Heim, 
owner of Gebhart Floral Barn 
and Greenhouse with her hus-
band Joshua. “Call your local 
fl ower shop instead of going 
on the website because we 
have limited availability. If 
you’re a last-minute shopper 
we still want to make sure you 
get the best product you can. 
What (fl orists) have on (their) 
website isn’t necessarily go-
ing to be what (they) have at 

that exact time, so defi nitely 
call and actually speak with a 
person.”

Mazie’s Flowers in Markle 
put in their order for fl owers 
a month ahead based on the 
previous year’s sales, which 
are constantly growing, ac-
cording to owner Trisha Ab-
bott.

“It’s fun, you meet a lot of 
new people which is good 
and exciting, but they all 
wait until the last minute,” 
said Abbot. “I’m not open 

on Mondays, but yesterday I 
was in here processing fl ow-
ers and my phone started 
ringing yesterday and has not 
stopped and today has been 
crazy too.”

Abbot and Heim expect to 
have extra staff on hand to 
make deliveries all across 
Huntington County and sev-
eral towns outside of the im-
mediate area including Wa-
bash, Bluffton and Gas City.

Unions ask: Is it time to rethink school shooting drills?
By PAT EATON-ROBB
Associated Press

The nation’s two largest 
teachers unions want schools 
to revise or eliminate ac-
tive shooter drills, asserting 
Tuesday that they can harm 
students’ mental health and 
that there are better ways to 
prepare for the possibility of 
a school shooting.

The American Federation 
of Teachers and National Ed-
ucation Association joined 
with the advocacy group 
Everytown for Gun Safety 

Support Fund in calling for 
an end to unannounced drills 
or drills that simulate gun vi-
olence.

“Everywhere I travel, I hear 
from parents and educators 
about active shooter drills 
terrifying students, leaving 
them unable to concentrate 
in the classroom and unable 
to sleep at night,” said Lily 
Eskelsen Garcia, president 
of the National Education 
Association. “So trauma-
tizing students as we work 
to keep students safe from 
gun violence is not the an-

swer. That is why if schools 
are going to do drills, they 
need to take steps to ensure 
the drills do more good than 
harm.”

The report released Tues-
day recommends schools 
concentrate on training 
teachers to respond to an ac-
tive shooter incident rather 
than drilling students.

It also issued guidelines for 
schools that decide to use 
drills. Those include never 
simulating an actual shoot-
ing; giving parents, educa-
tors and students advance 

notice of any drill; working 
with mental health offi cials 
to create age-appropriate 
and trauma-informed drills; 
and tracking the effects of 
drills.

About 95 percent of 
schools drilled students on 
lockdown procedures in the 
2015-16 school year, accord-
ing to a survey by the Na-
tional Center for Education 
Statistics.

“In Indiana they were 
shooting teachers with rub-
ber pellets so they would 
feel the adrenaline of what 

a school shooting would feel 
like,” said Shannon Watts, 
founder of Moms Demand 
Action, which is part of 
Everytown. “In California 
recently, a superintendent 
hired a stranger to wear a 
mask to rattle the doors of 
classrooms without letting 
faculty and students know. 
We’ve seen students asked to 
pretend to be victims and lie 
down using fake blood in the 
hallway.”

Jean-Paul Guilbault, the 
See CALENDAR, page A6

Indiana 
governor 
says he’ll 
keep up 
pregnancy 
protection 
bid
By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — In-
diana’s governor pledged 
Tuesday he would keep 
pushing for a law requiring 
more businesses to provide 
workplace accommoda-
tions for pregnant women 
even though the state Sen-
ate rebuffed his proposal 
last week.

Republican senators 
stripped out from a bill the 
requirement that businesses 
modify jobs for pregnant 
women who need longer 
breaks, transfers to less 
physical work and unpaid 
time off after childbirth. 
The vote came despite Re-
publican Gov. Eric Hol-
comb’s endorsement of the 
proposal and inclusion in 
his priorities list for this 
year’s legislative session.

The proposal faces oppo-
sition from some business 
groups, including the Indi-
ana Chamber of Commerce 
and the Indiana Manufac-
turers Association, over 
possibly exposing more 
businesses to lawsuits.

Holcomb said he will “ab-
solutely” work on winning 
support among lawmakers 
before the legislative ses-
sion ends in March.

“We’ve got our work to 
do, but I’m still hellbent on 
making sure that that be-
comes a reality in the state 
of Indiana,” Holcomb said.

Top Holcomb administra-
tion health offi cials joined 
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The Sweet Spot in downtown Huntington offers some new twists 
on Valentine’s Day treats including chocolate covered strawberry 
cotton candy.

Combining the handiwork of husband and wife Kari and Joshua 
Heim, the “love mug” at Gebhart’s Floral Barn and Greenhouse 
features a mug from JH Pottery Works.

See VALENTINE’S, page A6

Suspect awaits trial in 2018 drug bust
state lands 11 

convictions out

of 12 arrests


