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In early August, Myron Metzger 
was leading a tour of Berry Hill 
Farm near North Manchester 
when he laid down his philosophy 
of doing business.

Metzger said he 
worked construc-
tion for a time after 
growing up watch-
ing his father do the 
same. Before they 
would start a job, 
they would price ev-
erything out. He said 
he did the same be-
fore thinking about 
planting a crop.

“I started doing 
just like as if I was 
going to build a 
house. I fi gured the 
materials. I fi gured 
the labor. Added a 
margin. This is what 
it’s going to cost 

you. You decide. ‘Do you want 
me to build you a house or not?’ 
Usually, they would say, ‘Yeah,” 
said Metzger. “So I started ap-
plying that same thing here. How 

long does it take me to make a bag 
of carrots? There’s seed in there. 
There’s overhead. For every hour 
I’m spending in that carrot bed I 
need to have $30 to $40 for that 
hour. It’s got to be. If it ain’t, I’m 
not paying my bills.”

Metzger was standing in front of 
a bed full of long rows of carrots 
growing just underneath the soil. 
He pointed to the green tops. He 
said this crop had done particular-
ly well in sales this year, despite 
the product being more costly 
than what consumers might be 
used to in the grocery store.

“That’s why I’m $4 for a pound 
of carrots. You buy them in town 
for less than $2. But, it ain’t the 
same carrot. People come and get 
them so they’re telling me what’s 
going on,” said Metzger. “You 
can’t let industrial ag set the pa-
rameters. You’ve got to set your 
own parameters.”

The event was a part of a three-
day “How We Grow Vegetables” 
Tour. Metzger led small groups 
around the property’s open veg-
etable beds and their hoop and 
greenhouses.
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In early August, Myron Metzger leads a tour of Berry Hill Farm near North Manchester. The farm began in 2003 and, though they are no longer certified organic, 
they still follow many of the same practices.

Wabash County property owner gives tours to show off their operation

How Berry Hill Farm 

grows vegetables

Clinton 
County 
non-profit 
farm strives 
to provide 
free meals
By CARL GINGERICH
cgingerich@ftimes.com

A husband-and-wife duo 
launched their nonprofi t 
farm to provide meals to 
those in need.

Evan and Autumn Overbay 
are credited with creating 
the Highland Heights not-
for-profi t farm and organi-
zation. The duo transitioned 
the farm into a non-profi t or-
ganization in 2020 after see-
ing a need for fresh and ac-
cessible produce in Clinton 
County and the surrounding 
area.

Evan Overbay claimed that 
the main mission of the farm 
is to serve the impoverished 
community by improving 
food access and workforce 
development. Overbay stat-
ed that the food grown on 
the farm is donated back into 
the community through food 
pantries, and the duo is striv-
ing to provide half a million 
meals throughout the year 
to those in need. Highland 
Heights currently provides 
approximately 25,000 meals 
per year.

“Our overall vision of the 
farm is half a million meals 
given away a year and 100 
people running through our 
program,” said Overbay. 
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Evan Overbay, right, donates 
produce to chef Charity at Thy 
Kingdom Crumb: Indianapolis.

Clinton County flower farm 
shows promise for local business
By CARL GINGERICH
cgingerich@ftimes.com

A Clinton County business 
owner began a farm two 
years ago with the intention 
to provide the community 
with innovative, unique and 
classic fl owers grown near 
home.

J&H Farm was created in 
2020 after Heather Wright, 
owner of Heather’s Flowers 
in Clinton County, and her 
husband John Wright decid-
ed to grow their own fl ower 
stock to ensure the quality 
and quantity of the fl owers 
available at the business. 
The farm hosts a large vari-
ety of fl owers in just under 
10 acres.

Wright says that she used 
local growers for many years 
before collaborating with her 
husband to begin the fl ower 
farm. Wright’s husband was 
a farmer at the family farm 
prior to the establishment 

of J&H Farm and was well-
versed in growing techniques 
and methods, and Wright re-
alized that growing her own 
fl owers would allow for her 
to control what is grown, 

how much is grown and 
what methods are utilized 
during the growing period.

Wright said that the farm 
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John Wright carries bucket of fresh-picked flowers through the 
field.
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