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New online
marketplace brings
farmers, consumers
together

Pandemic
chronicles: ‘We’re
just hanging in
there right now.’

Leveraging
wind and solar to
power your farm,
increase proﬁts

Miami County
school builds
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Thank you,
farmers
Farmers in Northern Indiana faced incredible adversity in 2020.
Processing plants shut down. Dairy farmers
were forced to dump their milk. Cattle, swine
and poultry slaughtered in the spring couldn’t
make it to the grocery market shelves.
Statewide shutdowns conﬁned people in
their homes for weeks on end, dropping
demand for gas to historic lows. Ethanol
plants were forced to shutter. Indiana corn set
in grain bins while commodity prices took a
nosedive after the spring of 2020.
They survived a trade war with China, taking the brunt of it all in stride to protect and
further American interests.
If anyone was up for the challenge this
pandemic has brought, it was Hoosier farmers
in the heartland. They’ve weathered ﬂooding
and dry spells of recent years. They’ve raised
kids prepared to take on the challenges that
lie ahead, knowing that farming – though
it may change – will always be a noble and
much-needed profession.
Northern Indiana farmers have kept food on
the shelves and on our tables throughout all of
these challenges. They didn’t throw up their
hands. They got them dirty instead.
Facing declining proﬁts, they didn’t take a
day off. They never do. They rise before the
sun comes up and stay out in their ﬁelds long
after the sun has set.
They used intuition and critical thinking to
navigate the unprecedented times. It’s part of
the trade.
They don’t protest or gripe about the issues
they face. They keep their heads down and
keep working through thick and thin to do
their best for their country.
It’s something we should all strive to implement in our own lives: perseverance, fortitude
and initiative.
We owe a great thanks to all the farmers in
Northern Indiana who worked day in and day
out to keep our country going. They don’t get
the recognition they deserve in the media, but
Hoosiers know their worth.
Next time you see a farmer in their ﬁeld,
wave and smile. Reciprocate to them the care
and compassion they show us everyday.
We couldn’t do what we do without the people who dedicate themselves to the profession
of agriculture. They fuel our bodies and keep
things going no matter the circumstances.
Thank you Indiana farmers. Your work
doesn’t go unnoticed.

Huntington County farmer leans on
family values to outlast pandemic
Warren farmer relies
on resourcefulness,
late father’s guidance
to salvage crop
By KYLA RUSSELL
news@h-ponline.com

Farming is not an occupation,
it is a lifestyle. This spirit lives
on amid the COVID-19 pandemic for Ind. farmer, Brian
Warpup.
Warpup, a Ball State graduate,
husband, and father of three, is
a fourth-generation farmer at
Warpup Farms in Warren, Ind.
After graduating college, he
went into the workforce, but in
2000 decided to head back to
his farming roots and advance
with the opportunities there.
Warpup Farms tends to 3,400
acres of land, specializing in
raising corn and soybeans.
Successful farming is affected
by many uncontrollable factors.
Rainfall, soil health, temperature, and the economy are often
accounted for. A pandemic was
not one of these factors.
In recent years, the weather
has not been ideal for midwestern farmers.
“Because of the weather and
its effects, I could not wait to
get to 2020,” Warpup said.
His hope did not manifest in
an expected way.
In March of 2020, family
farms experienced a shift in
their yearly routine, as the coronavirus pandemic struck America. Warpup Farms was not left
out.
“Our commodity prices took
a nosedive. I mean straight
down,” Warpup said.
Citizens were instructed to
stay at home and refrain from
any traveling. As a corn supplier for several ethanol plants
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Brian Warpup inspects his corn crop at his Warren, Indiana farm. A fourth generation farmer, Warpup relied on
lessons from his father to outlast the economic downtown and market volatility during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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around the nation, this sudden
change in gas usage was apparent to Warpup.
He pivoted from his typical
spring-time operation, ﬁnding
other avenues to sell their crop.

The farm sold their product to
a turkey farm in Ohio, Cooper
farms. Cooper farms received
the product at a 30-35 percent
discount.
“That discount did hurt. As far

as monetarily, the pandemic did
affect us. We have since kind of
crawled out of that as the economy has come back,” Warpup
said.
Right now, the global economy sits in an ideal position for
Warpup farms, especially in regards to American trading relations with China.
“Right now, as a farmer, China
is our best friend because they
are buying so many soybeans,
and buying corn,” Warpup said.
“China never bought corn before the tariffs were lifted.”
Presidential policies deeply
affect most Americans, including family farmers. With a different diplomatic, and policy
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