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Herald-Press 
offices will 
remain closed

To reduce risks to our 
employees, The Herald- 
Press office at 7 N. Jeffer-
son St. will be closed to 
the public until further 
notice.

To reach our newsroom, 
call 260-356-6700. For 
subscription or advertis-
ing, call 260-366-0558.

Email any news tips to 
editor@h-ponline.com.

Notice for all due 
to ongoing virus

In light of Gov. Eric Hol-
comb’s executive orders 
and President Donald 
Trump’s declaration of a 
national emergency – all 
citizens are urged to gath-
er in groups less than 250 
people and to maintain a 
6-foot distance from one 
another according to 
health and government 
officials – the Her-
ald-Press has decided to 
suspend the use of the 
community calendar until 
further notice.

Many of the previous-
ly-listed events have been 
either canceled or post-
poned, but readers are 
encouraged to reach out 
to the event organizer or 
check their respective 
Facebook pages for updat-
ed information.

In the meantime, the 
Herald-Press would like to 
use this space to promote 
any support groups or free 
telecommunication groups 
that will provide the com-
munity with necessary 
supplies during this time.

Huntington 
Farmers Market 
at new location

The 2020 season of the 
Huntington Farmer’s Mar-
ket will run on Wednes-
days from 4 to 7 p.m. from 
July 8 through early Octo-
ber (weather permitting).

The new location is 500 
MacGahan Street in the 
Central Christian Church 
parking lot. Vendors may 
set up at 3 p.m. and the 
fee is $5 per spot.

Andrews Town 
Council Special 
Meeting Monday

The Town Council of 
Andrews, Indiana will 
meet on Monday, July 13, 
2020 beginning not earlier 
than 6 p.m. at the 
Andrews Volunteer Fire 
Department Building 
located at 796 North Main 
Street, Andrews, Indiana 
46702 to receive, consider 
and perhaps act on mat-
ters brought to council.

Council may impose rea-
sonable restrictions on the 
number of attendees to 
control audience density in 
consideration of the exist-
ing COVID-19 national 
emergency.

Gun permit 
applications rise

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Indiana is seeing a wave 
of people applying for five-
year handgun permits 
after lawmakers erased 
the fee starting July 1.

State police received 
more than 20,000 permit 
applications from July 1-7, 
compared to 2,259 during 
the same period last year, 
the Indianapolis Star 
reported. Lifetime permits 
still cost $60 to $125.
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Andrews residents collect cases of water bottles from the Town of Andrews Municipal Building as the Town seeks resolutions 
for their water contamination issue.

Man arrested for impersonating 
a police officer at Rodeway Inn
By JAMES EHLE
jehle@h-ponline.com

An Elwood man was ar-
rested at the Rodeway Inn 
in Huntington after he al-
legedly represented himself 
as an armed “federal agent” 
and threatened to kill the 
general manager with a 
gun, according to police.

Huntington City Police 
Offi cers were dispatched 
to the Rodeway Inn at 2820 
Hotel Ave. in Huntington 
after the General Manager 
called 911 to report threats 
and request to have the 
guest removed immediate-
ly.

The guest was 47-year-old 
Aaron M. Stroup from El-
wood, Indiana, who is be-
ing charged with imperson-
ation of a public servant for 
posing as a police offi cer, 
a Level 6 felony; intimida-
tion with a threat to commit 
a forcible felony, a Level 
6 felony; forcibly resisting 
law enforcement, a Class 
A misdemeanor; and en-
gaging in public disorderly 

conduct, a Class B misde-
meanor.

When police arrived on 
the scene, they reported 
Stroup “reeked of the odor 
of an alcoholic beverage” 

and dis-
played in-
dications of 
intoxication.

The offi -
cers were 
dispatched 
to the same 
room earlier 

that night at 11:35 p.m. in 
response to an anonymous 
complaint that another man 
who was with Stroup in the 
same room was using co-
caine.

Offi cers were again 
dispatched to the scene 
just over an hour later at 
12:46 a.m. on June 14 after 
the general manager’s at-
tempt to accommodate a fe-
male guest who felt uncom-
fortable staying in the same 
room as Stroup escalated 
Stroup’s anger, according 
to the police report.

After moving the female 

guest to a separate room, 
Stroup told the general 
manager, “I am offi cially a 
federal agent, I’m armed, 
and I’m gonna kill you.”

The general manager 
told offi cers he was unsure 
about Stroup’s credibility as 
a federal law enforcement 
offi cer, but was concerned 
for his safety after Stroup 
convinced him he had a gun 
in his possession.

Once the general manag-
er called the police, Stroup 
threatened him and asked 
him to fi ght as Stroup fol-
lowed the general manager 
into the hallway.

When the fi rst offi cer ar-
rived, he deployed his pa-
trol rifl e and staged at the 
entry door closest to the 
room Stroup had occupied 
until another offi cer arrived. 
When offi cers knocked on 
the door, Stroup answered 
but refused to comply with 
offi cers and attempted to 
close the door on the offi -
cers.

Raytheon maintains ‘there is 

no emergency’ in Andrews

By JAMES EHLE
jehle@h-ponline.com

Raytheon Technologies claims 
there is not a current emergency 
and aims to offer safeguards as lon-
ger-term solutions are sought for the 
Town of Andrews’ water issue.

In a recent response to the Town 
of Andrews’ request for a hearing 
on the Town of Andrews Emergency 
Motion for Preliminary Injunction, 
Raytheon Technologies states “there 
is no current emergency that requires 
a preliminary injunction hearing” for 
a number of reasons.

Recent tests of the Town’s fi nished 
drinking water conducted by the In-
diana Department of Environmental 
Management (IDEM) do not show 
contaminants above the federal max-
imum contaminant levels (MCL), ac-
cording to IDEM and Raytheon. The 
tests have allowed IDEM to confi rm 

the Town’s drinking water is safe.
According to Raytheon, the Town 

has yet to produce documents or in-
formation explaining the defi ciencies 
in Wellheads No. 2 and No. 3. The 
company insists IDEM and the Town 
will benefi t from the data prior to the 
scheduling of any court hearing.

In a letter to the Town, Raytheon 
proposed a series of actions at Ray-
theon’s sole expense to provide ad-
ditional safeguards while investiga-
tions into the Town’s water issue are 
conducted:
■ Arrange to clean production 

Wellheads No. 2 and No. 3
■ Arrange to service pumps at Pro-

duction Wellheads No. 2 and No. 3
■ Arrange for a temporary pump 

to be installed during the cleaning 
and servicing of Wellheads No. 2 
and No. 3
■ Arrange for the installation of a 

backup power source at the Air Strip-
per to reduce the risk of shutdowns 
due to unanticipated power loss
■ Contribute to the bottled wa-

ter inventory for the citizens of the 
Town if suffi cient supply is impacted 
during the cleaning and servicing of 
Wellheads No. 2 and No. 3
■ Establish open lines of commu-

nication between Raytheon (through 
environmental consultant, Stantec), 
the Town of Andrews and IDEM to 

share future operational decisions, 
performance data and system con-
cerns that could impact the operation 
and/or performance of Wellheads 
No. 2 and No. 3, the air stripper or the 
Water Treatment Plant to avoid un-
necessary drinking water advisories
■ Discuss a plan for completing 

the investigation, analysis, study and 
implementation of any necessary 
long-term options for the production 
wells, air stripper and water treat-
ment plant

“This proposed course of action is 
being made without consideration 
or connection to the Town’s lawsuit, 
and is not an admission of liability 
or responsibility by Raytheon for the 
safety concerns raised,” the response 
signed by Attorney Joseph G. Eaton 
reads. “Instead it is being made so 
that Raytheon, the Town, and IDEM 
can concentrate on evaluation, agree-
ing upon, and implementing any ap-
propriate long-term improvements.”

Raytheon Technologies referenced 
the Town of Andrews’ submission 
of supplemental facts to support the 
Town’s emergency motion for pre-
liminary injunction, but Raytheon 
retains that “nothing in the statement 
changes the fact that the Town’s wa-
ter is safe to drink.”

Corporation offers 
safeguards as long-term 
solution is sought out – 
will submit opposition 
if emergency motion 
hearing is scheduled
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Huntington County Sheriff’s Office deputies responded to a rollover 
accident on I-69 northbound at the 278 mile marker, which took 
place around 9:11 p.m. Tuesday.
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Americans 
face testing 
delays as 
the virus 
surges
By CHRISTOPHER WEBER 
and ACACIA CORONADO
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — With a 
cough and shortness of breath, 
it took Austin, Texas, resident 
Sam Lee three tries to get a 
COVID-19 test last month.

The fi rst time, he showed 
up an hour before the public 
testing site was set to close 
and was told they had reached 
capacity. He was turned away 
from a second center when 
rain shut it down, and volun-
tarily left a third after someone 
ahead of him said they had 
been waiting in line for more 
than three hours.

“If you have symptoms and 
you are just driving around the 
city trying to fi gure out how 
you can get a test, for people 
who are positive, it is not ide-
al,” said Lee, who fi nally got 
a test a couple of weeks lat-
er after he showed up before 
dawn and waited for more 
than two hours. Another seven 
days passed before he got the 
results.

Four months, 3 million con-
fi rmed infections and over 
130,000 deaths into the coro-
navirus outbreak in the U.S., 
Americans confronted with a 
resurgence of the scourge are 
facing long lines at testing 
sites in the summer heat or are 
getting turned away. Others are 
going a week or more without 
receiving a diagnosis.

Some sites are running out 
of kits, while labs are report-
ing shortages of materials and 
workers to process the swabs.

Some frustrated Americans 
are left to wonder why the 
U.S. can’t seem to get its act 
together, especially after it 
was given fair warning as the 
virus wreaked havoc in China 
and then Italy, Spain and New 
York.

“It’s a hot mess,” said 
47-year-old Jennifer Hudson 
of Tucson, Arizona. “The fact 
that we’re relying on com-
panies and we don’t have a 
national response to this, it’s 

See VIRUS, page A3


