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Elena Mway, 38, became 
a registered nurse seven 
years ago understanding 
she would have to wear many 
hats throughout her career, 
including that of a patient 
advocate, educator, care 
manager and more.

So when hospitals across 
the country were faced with 
a shortage of nurses to treat 

COVID-19 patients, Mway and 
her colleagues were among 
the first to sign on to travel 
across the country to help.

Mway, who has lived in Lil -
burn for 12 years, works with 
Premier Healthcare Profes-
sionals, a healthcare staffing 
firm based in Cumming that 
has deployed more than 450 
nurses to the frontlines of 
the fight against COVID-19.

The “frontliners” leave 
home for weeks or months 
at a time and are stationed at 

hospitals, clinics, and other 
medical facilities that des-
perately need them across 
Georgia and other hot spots 
with high rates of infection, 
such as New York.

Premier’s rapid response 
teams remain on standby, 
ready for deployment to any 
city facing a COVID-19 crisis 
— situations exacerbated by 
a deficit of nurses that’s long 
troubled the global health -
care industry.

“I have always wanted to 

serve and help people, hence 
my eight years of military ser-
vice, and now I am serving 
as a nurse,” Mway said. “I 
wanted a career that is giv-
ing, challenging and where 
I can make a difference in 
people’s lives. Nursing is 
one of the most respected 
and trusted professions, and 
we are the backbone of the 
healthcare industry.”

In the Army reserves, Mway 

By Curt Yeomans
curt.yeomans@gwinnettdailypost.com

Officials from the FBI and U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the Northern District of Georgia 
are looking for a Berkeley Lake man who is 
believed to have allegedly defrauded custom-
ers of his financial adviser businesses out of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and who 
disappeared one day before he was supposed 
to turn over business documents to federal 
officials last month.

There is a warrant for the arrest of Christo-
pher W. Burns, 37, for mail fraud and he is also 
under investigation by the IRS, according to 
the FBI. The financial advisor was supposed to 
hand over documents related to his businesses 
to the Securities and Exchange Commission 
last month, but left his house one day earlier, 
on Sept. 24, and has not been seen since then.

His vehicle was found abandoned in Dun-
woody with copies of three cashiers checks to-
taling more than $78,000 in the car.

“The FBI is also asking anyone who has done 
business with Burns, and feels that they may 
be victims, to report it to the FBI,” officials at 
the federal agency said on Monday.

As the final days tick away until Elec-
tion Day, the candidates for the 
highly contested 7th Congressional 

District race are finding some high profile 
partners on the campaign trail in Gwin -
nett County: the candidates for Georgia’s 
two U.S. Senate seats.

Within a three-day span, both of the 
candidates for the open congressional 
district race — Democrat Carolyn Bour-

deaux and Republican Rich McCormick 
— appeared at campaign events in the Du-
luth area with the campaigns from their 
respective parties for at least one of the 
Senate seats.

Bourdeaux appeared a rally with Senate 
candidates Democrats Jon Ossoff and Ra-
phael Warnock at Shorty Howell Park on 
Saturday afternoon. Meanwhile, McCor-
mick appeared with Bonnie Perdue, wife 

of Sen. David Perdue, and former White 
House press secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders at a campaign event for Perdue 
at Arena Tavern on Monday afternoon.

“You can see most of the (congressional) 
districts are already decided: You can see 
that you have some very ultra conservative 
and ultra liberal district, and you have a 

FBI seeking 
missing man 
accused of 
mail fraud
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Special Photo

Local travel nurses fill critical need to treat COVID-19 patients

Fight for Gwinnett 
intensifies as 7th District 
candidates are joined by 

Senate campaigns
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Above: Democratic 7th Congressional District candidate Carolyn Bourdeaux and U.S. Senate candidate Raphael Warnock practice 
social distancing while appearing together at a Democratic Party campaign rally at Shorty Howell Park in Duluth on Saturday. Top: 
Republican 7th Congressional District candidate Rich McCormick speaks at a campaign event for U.S. Sen. David Perdue at 
Arena Tavern in Duluth on Monday.
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SEE ELECTION, A6

SEE FRAUD, A8

Officials: Financial adviser 
defrauded customers out 
of hundreds of thousands

Special Photos

Federal investigators are looking for Berkeley Lake 
resident Christopher W. Burns, who is accused of al-
legedly defrauding customers of his financial adviser 
businesses out of hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

SEE NURSES, A9
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