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Cheers

The coronavirus has changed many things in our lives and community. One thing it cannot change is the pride we have in you as you complete your education in Gwinnett County Public Schools. Graduation is a special time of celebration and we salute the Class of 2020. The COVID-19 pandemic may have changed where and how the members of this year’s senior class completed their high school career, but it cannot take away all that they have accomplished. 
Take a look at this year’s class and just a few of their achievements:
• 81.5% of the students graduating this year plan to continue their education by attending college or postsecondary schools. The vast majority of graduates, or 85.7 %, plan to attend college in Georgia. 

• These seniors were offered, as of April 2020, more than $204.9 million in academic, athletic, and military scholarships. 
• The majority of the scholarship amount, more than $105 million, was earned for academic achievement. Gwinnett students also received more than $92.3 million in athletic scholarships, and more than $7.5 million due to military appointments. These monetary awards do not include HOPE, or full-tuition scholarships associated with the QuestBridge or Gates scholarship programs.

• Nine GCPS students earned the designation of Gates Scholar, earning an all-expense paid scholarship.
•Seventeen GCPS students were recipients of QuestBridge National College Match Scholarships, receiving guaranteed, full four-year scholarships to college partners.

• A U.S. Presidential Scholar and two other students honored as semifinalists for this national honor.
• One student earned the highly competitive Cooke College Scholarship from the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation. This scholarship includes up to $40,000 per year to attend a four-year accredited undergraduate school.

• Eight students were honored as 2020 Posse Scholars, receiving four-year, full tuition scholarships to partner colleges and universities. 

• 72 National Merit Semifinalists hail from GCPS, with 14 earning scholarships as National Merit Scholars and more scholarships to be announced later this summer.

• Mill Creek High graduates the largest class this year with 866 students, closely followed by Brookwood High with 839, and Peachtree Ridge High with 808. 
• The Class of 2020 also includes 3,672 Honor Graduates, who are graduating with a grade percent average of 90 or better.

• During high school, 6,756 seniors took one or more Advanced Placement (AP) course.
• While members of the Class of 2020 were working on their high school diploma, 1,887 of them also earned college credit through dual enrollment. 

These students leave a legacy of success at their schools— earning prestigious awards and scholarships, state championships, and more. As important, they have established themselves as civic-minded individuals who contributed to our community through service to others, pursuing leadership opportunities and giving back to Gwinnett. I applaud them for their accomplishments and extend my deep appreciation to the families who supported and encouraged them during their academic careers. I also salute the thousands of educators who have given so much to our students, helping these graduates to thrive and to be prepared for their futures.
While the global pandemic reshaped the senior year for the Class of 2020, our most recent graduates are poised to reshape their world. Despite the hardships and disappointments of these last months, our graduates display resilience, determination, and hope as they look toward their future and all that is ahead. We can’t wait to see what they accomplish… They are the Promise of Gwinnett!

On behalf of the Gwinnett County Board of Education, Gwinnett County Public Schools, and the greater Gwinnett community, we congratulate the Class of 2020 and wish you the best in all of your future endeavors.
- J. Alvin Wilbanks, CEO/Superintendent

Congratulations to the Class of 2020!


