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In a way, the work Suwanee is doing on 
Buford Highway, near Suwanee Town Cen-
ter, and the recent renovations at Station 
Park might seem like two entirely different 
and unrelated projects. But they are actu-
ally related in ways that might not seem 
obvious at first.

The reality is that the ongoing improve-
ments on Buford Highway, and the reno-
vated Station Park that is expected to open 
this week, are two signs that the city is 
moving ahead toward fulfilling one vision 
for its downtown area whose roots can be 
traced back to the early 2000s.

They are a sign of things to come in the 
future for Suwanee.

“We’re expanding the downtown really,” 
Assistant City Manager Denise Brinson 
said. “The Buford Highway reconstruc-
tion is really as transformative as Town 
Center was, just creating that street that’s 
not a commuter road, it’s a downtown road 
that’s walkable, bikeable.”

The Station Park renovations and the 
Buford Highway improvements are a pre-
cursor to the big project that is looming 
on the horizon for Suwanee: The 23-acre 
Town Center expansion park on Main 
Street, which has been called Town Cen-
ter West, Town Center on Main and sim-
ply the Town Center expansion at various 
times over the years.

The park — whose walking amenities 
will include a 15-foot wide, 20-foot-high 
park-spanning bridge — will be the big-
gest sign of the expansion of the town 
center region west from the intersection 

of Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road and Bu-
ford Highway.

The biggest difference between the new 
park and the existing Town Center Park, 
which is its model in many ways, is that the 
new space will not have concert stage shell.

“It will be an urban-style park with an 
open play area and sand volleyball courts, 
but (other than the lack of a stage shell) it 
will be very much like Town Center Park,” 
Brinson said.

Main Street will also be re-routed around 
the back of the park so it meets Suwanee 
Dam Road further away from the railroad 
tracks and Buford Highway. Meanwhile, 
the section of Main Street that is located 
in front of the Suwanee library branch will 
become a cul de sac.

A prelude to that park, however, was the 

renovation of Station Park, which is located 
next to Stillfire Brewing on Buford Highway.

Station Park is not a new park space, 
per se, but Brinson said it was in need 
of refurbishment. The playground at the 
park has been refurbished and an area has 
been set up with artificial turf where visi-
tors can play corn hole. Seating areas have 
also been set up.

The construction was wrapping up this 
past week.

“We took out the parking lot that was in 
front of the police station and it created a 
promenade kind of before the police sta-
tion so it had more of the presence instead 
of a parking lot,” Brinson said. “And, also 
it’s a transition between Town Center and 
the Town Center expansion on the other 
side of the railroad tracks.

“So, it kind of leads you from the Town 
Center to the tunnel (under the railroad). 
Instead of having to walk through a park-
ing lot, you’re now walking through a land-
scaped plaza area. Yeah, so its really a tran-
sition park between what’s coming soon 
with the Town Center expansion and then 
the existing Town Center.”

With Station Park’s construction now 
wrapping up, the Buford Highway reno-
vations are currently the main project for 
the city. In fact, Brinson called it the biggest 
project Suwanee has going on right now, 
and one that she said will be transforma-
tive in nature.

“The look is going to be totally different 
from Russell Street to Town Center,” Brin-
son said. “That’s what is heavy in construc-
tion right now.”

The idea is to have Buford Highway re-
tain its nature as a community road, rather 
than turning it into a four-lane cut through, 
and to also make it more pedestrian friend-
ly and increase walkability along the road.

Brinson said a key part of the Buford 
Highway project is that it will remain a two-
lane road after the project is done. At the 
same time, there will be several improve-
ments made, including a roundabout that 
has been installed and partially opened at 
the intersection of Buford Highway and 
Russell Street to lead into the Old Town 
Suwanee area.

Dedicated bike lanes, a turn lane, par-
allel parking areas and 10-foot wide side-
walks on each side of the road are being 
installed between Town Center and Rus-
sell Street as well.

Multiple projects underway, or on the drawing board, 
signal the expansion of Suwanee’s Town Center area
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Station Park is shown awaiting an opening on Wednesday. The newly renovated park 
is one piece to an overarching vision to expand Suwanee’s downtown area.
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Construction crews work on part of the city of Suwanee’s Buford Highway transformation project on Wednesday. City officials are overhauling the roadway, between Russell 
Street and Suwanee Town Center, to make it more pedestrian and bike friendly in connection with overarching plans to expand Suwanee’s downtown area.
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Suwanee residents will 
soon have a fire station lo-
cated in the city’s downtown 
area once again.

Gwinnett County officials 
are moving ahead with plans 
for a new Fire Station 13 fa-
cility that is getting closer to 
being ready for construction. 
The new fire station will be 
adjacent to the existing Su-
wanee library branch, which 
is located on Main Street, 
just off Suwanee Dam Road.

“Where this is located is at 
the rear driveway entrance to 
the Suwanee library off Su-
wanee Dam Road,” Gwinnett 
County Facility Construction 
Program Manager Gray Moore 
said. “It’s approximately a 

quarter to a third of a mile 
beyond the railroad tracks 
as you’re going toward Su-
wanee Dam.”

The county’s plans for the 
new fire station are about 

95% finished at this point. 
A construction manager at 
risk contract with Reeves 
Young LLC was approved 
by county commissioners in 
January, setting the stage for 

construction to begin once a 
pricing agreement is finalized 
and permits are approved.

“We’re working towards, 
in the next couple of months, 
to get it cranked up,” Moore 

said. “Part of it is depen-
dent upon receiving all of 
our permitting comments 
back. We’re awaiting per-
mitting comments back from 
all of the authorities having 
jurisdiction so the architect, 
Precision Planning, can fi-
nalize those plans, which in 
turn finalizes the contract 
and its pricing.”

Gwinnett County Support 
Services Director Angelia 
Parham said the exterior of 
the new fire station will be 
largely similar to Fire Sta-
tion 15, which was built a 
few years ago across from 
Georgia Gwinnett College 
on Collins Hill Road.

“We’ve changed the colors a 
little bit to compliment their 
area and (city officials) did 
have a chance to review that 
and provide input,” Parham 

said.
It will be larger than the 

old Fire Station 13 building, 
which has been converted 
to become StillFire Brew-
ing, and it will have three 
drive-thru bays for fire de-
partment vehicles.

County officials have previ-
ously said the new fire station 
will have about 11,000-square-
feet of space and house a 
minimum of five firefighters 
and paramedics each day, as 
well as a fire engine and an 
ambulance.

It will also have a gear and 
equipment room, an indus-
trial grade kitchen, an ad-
ministrative office area and 
individual bunkroom cubi-
cles that have separate locker 
and shower areas for male 

Gwinnett moving ahead with plans for new Fire Station 13 in downtown area
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This rendering shows the planned look for the new Fire Station 13 that Gwinnett County will 
build in Suwanee
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