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Laurel Dickenson and her
husband Chet moved to Gwinnett County in 2011, but she feels
like it’s where they were always
meant to be.
Her husband’s family is from the
South, so moving back to this part of
the country — the Dickensons spent
decades living first in the midwest
and later in the pacific northwest
— was something they had long
thought about doing.
They also consider themselves
moderates, and they like living in
a diverse community, which they
feel describes Gwinnett. Since moving here, they’ve gone through the
Citizens Police Academy and CERT
Training.
“Gwinnett fits in a way that a lot of
other places we’ve lived in haven’t,”
Dickenson said.
Although the Dickensons have
lived in unincorporated Duluth for
nine years, the 2020 Census set to
take place this spring — April 1 is
officially Census Day — will be the
first time they have officially been
counted as part of Gwinnett County’s population.
There have been annual population estimates done over the last
decade by the county, the Atlanta
Regional Commission and even the
U.S. Census Bureau that have taken their presence into account. But
there’s only one official count done
each decade, and the last one was
done in 2010.
At that time, the Dickensons —
whose son Jonathan has also moved
to Gwinnett in the last decade — lived
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2020 Census
offers chance to
get concrete
population figure
for Gwinnett

now,” Laurel Dickenson said. “We’ve lived
here almost 10 years ...
This is home. It fits.”
Although a constitutionally-mandated census has been
taken once every 10 years since
the 1790s, the U.S. Census Bureau
is unveiling some new twists this
year to keep the centuries-old tradition up to date. The biggest twist
is the addition of an option to complete and submit the census paperwork online.
The online option will be available in addition to completing it by
telephone or through the traditional
options of receiving a census form
in the mail, filling it out and mailing it back or waiting for a census
canvasing representative to visit
households that did not participate
online or by mail.
“(The online option) is probably
the biggest thing that people are
pointing to: the fact that it is considered to be one of the primary,
if not the primary way, people can
respond this decennial count,” U.S.
Census Bureau Data Visualization
Lead Gerson Vasquez said. “It just
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Gwinnett residents promote participation in the 2020 Census by posing in a census keeps the cost down.”
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THE

ESTIMaTEd TIMELINE FOr CENSuS 2020
♦ March 12 — 20: Households begin to receive
invitations from the U.S. Census Bureau to complete the
Census Questionnaire online or via paper form.
♦ March 16 — 24: Households receive reminder
letters.
♦ March 26 — April 3: If no response has been
received, households receive reminder postcards.
♦ April 8 — 26: If still no response has been received,

households receive reminder letters with paper forms.
♦ April 20 — 27: If no response has been received
yet, households receive final reminder postcards.
♦ After April 27: The U.S. Census Bureau will use
“address canvassing” — send people door-to-door — to
to households that have not responded to the Census
by this point to connect with residents and ensure
participation.
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