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Let’s draw a tree!
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KIDZ       BUZZ

Watch Drawing with Mark!

• Check your local listings at
www.DrawingwithMark.com

• Find the award-winning “Drawing with Mark”
DVD episodes at Amazon.com and

www.moviezyng/DWM.aspx

By Mark Marderosian
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We celebrated
Earth Day on April 22,
but it’s not the only
day that you can help
our planet. Here
are some ideas.

First, some history

Earth Day was cre-
ated in 1970 with
the idea that if every
person did a little,
the Earth could be a
cleaner, nicer place
to live on. A man
named Gaylord Nel-
son came up with the idea and
got someone from Harvard
University in Massachusetts
to help him. They picked April
22 as the date for their event
because it fell between spring
break and final exams for
schools, and the date has stuck
ever since.

There were already many
groups in the United States
working to get cleaner water,
cleaner air and healthier envi-
ronments for animals, and
Earth Day brought them all
together to work toward one
big, common goal. Popularity
grew, and today, Earth Day is
the biggest celebration in the
world that isn’t tied to a reli-
gious event.

Reduce, reuse, recycle

There are plenty of things
people can do to help the
planet. One easy way is to
follow this direction: reduce,
reuse, recycle. You might
already have containers at your
house to help you dispose of
your glass, paper and plastic in
a way that helps the environ-
ment. You can also reuse things
around the house instead of

throwing them away. There
are also many products you
can buy without packaging, so
there’s less to get rid of.

Take a lesson from the
coronavirus

Since people started stay-
ing home to keep away from
the coronavirus, pollution has
decreased in several places.
Los Angeles, a city that usually
has a lot of air pollution, has
had clear blue skies because
people aren’t driving nearly as
much. The same thing has hap-
pened in India and other places
around the world.

Hopefully, we won’t all have

to stay home much longer, but
when we can go back out into
the world, there are lessons we
can take with us about treat-
ing the Earth with respect.
Walk or ride your bike instead
of driving. Take a trip to the
park down the street instead of
driving somewhere on a Sat-
urday afternoon. Plant flowers
and vegetables in your back-
yard instead of buying ones
that were shipped from some
far away place.

Making changes is hard,
but if staying home for social
distancing taught us anything,
it’s that if we want to, we can
all contribute a little and ben-
efit a lot.

Every day is
Earth Day

FREEPIK

Activity: Make some recycled art

All you need is garbage! Some ideas:

• Make a collage to hang in a window for your neighbors to see.
• Make a bird feeder out of a toilet paper roll. (Spread peanut butter
all over it and roll it in birdseed so the birdseed sticks to the peanut
butter.)
• Make homemade wind chimes using old cans. Paint or decorate
the cans, then tie them together with rope. Use a can top or some
other metal as the piece that hits the cans to make the chime noise.
• Fill an old soft drink bottle with soil and plant seeds. Have an adult
attach some rope and hang it outdoors for a pretty hanging basket.


