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By Jackson Stephens
Pacific Daily News

Chris Mesa and his family still 

struggle to put food on the table 
after he became ineligible for the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program 12 years ago.

Mesa’s 2009 drug felony bars him 
from the program for life, despite 
the fact that he has completed re-
habilitation and treatment for his 
addiction. Even after getting clean 

and becoming a certified peer spe-
cialist at TOGHE Inc., he can’t re-
ceive federal food assistance for his 
partner and three children.

“With the drug charge you don’t 
qualify for SNAP and that’s it. Espe-
cially when I was in inpatient treat-

As recent high school graduates 
transition to being away from 

home while they attend college off 
island, they’re using various strate-
gies to adjust and normalize their 
daily life.

“I’ll greet students passing at my 
dorm’s elevator just to get to know 
the people who live nearby me,” 
University of Washington Trinity 
Terlaje said. See story, Page 25

Guam students 
adjust to mainland

college life

Banned for life
SNAP law creates 
struggle for those in 
recovery
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Elizabeth Camacho checks out the bracelet selection at Crystal Energy Infinite in the Tumon Sands Plaza, Tumon, Sunday. 
Crystal Energy Infinite opted to celebrate Halloween by running spirit themes for the whole month of October. 
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See SNAP, Page 4

A SAFE HALLOWEEN

Pacific Daily News
There were another 110 new 

cases of COVID-19 on Guam, re-
sulting from 969 tests performed 
Saturday, according to the Joint In-
formation Center.

Additional results are pend-
ing analysis and submission from 
other clinics and will be reported 
Monday, according to a news re-
lease.

Guam’s total number of 
COVID-19 cases climbed to 
15,362. There are 3,792 people in 
active isolation due to the virus.

The CAR Score is 25.4 as of Oct. 
1.

There were 49 people with 
COVID-19 admitted to island hos-
pitals. Of those, 29 weren’t vacci-
nated.

• Guam Memorial Hospital: 28 
hospitalized, nine in ICU, six on 
ventilators.

• Guam Regional Medical City: 
21 hospitalized, four in ICU, three 
on ventilators.

• Naval Hospital Guam: Num-

110 new 

COVID cases

See COVId, Page 4

See Page 3 for more.


