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By steve Limtiaco
Pacific Daily News

The U.S. Constitution promised 
citizens a Republican form of gov-
ernment, but residents of the U.S. 
territories, “are held in an indef-

inite state of territorial status … 
without full participation, without 
a full seat at the table,” attorney 
Hermann Ferré told the U.S. Su-
preme Court Tuesday.

Justices heard oral arguments in 

a territorial rights case filed by Jose 
Luis Valleo-Madero, a Puerto Rico 
resident with a disability who lost 
his federal Supplemental Security 
Income payments when he relocat-
ed from the U.S. mainland to Puer-

to Rico, which is a U.S. territory.
Congress specifically excluded 

residents of most U.S. territories 
from eligibility for the SSI program, 

Court hears territories case

see TErrITOrIEs, Page 4

SURVIVOR’S WORK HONORED

RICK CRUZ/PDN

Chamoru World War II survivor, Irene Perez Ploke sgambelluri, recounts being a 

child growing up with her family when Japanese military forces bombed the island 

during a resolution presentation to her at the Guam Congress Building in hagåtña on 

Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2021. The resolution was presented to recognize sgambelluri 

for her “tireless work” in the advance of Guam’s war claims and for her dedication 

for ensuring those who suffered or died during the war are not forgotten. see story, 

Page 3.

Pacific Daily News
Three deaths from earlier 

this year have been changed to 
COVID-19-related fatalities.

The Joint Information Center 
was notified of the previously 
unreported COVID deaths from 
March, September and October, 
it announced in a news release.

• The 256th death, a 90-year-
old unvaccinated man with un-
derlying health conditions, oc-
curred at the Guam Memorial 
Hospital March 10. He tested 
positive Feb. 8.

• The 257th death, a 74-year-
old unvaccinated woman with 
underlying health conditions, 
occurred at the Guam Regional 
Medical City Sept. 30. She tested 
positive Sept. 18.

• The 258th death, an 83-year-
old unvaccinated woman with 
underlying health conditions, 
was at GRMC Oct. 23. She tested 
positive Sept. 11.

“As we work toward getting 
more vaccinated in the commu-
nity, including our children, we 

Pacific Daily News
Mary Therese Perez Hattori 

embodies fuetsa pålao’an, the 
power of women of Guam and 
the rest of the Pacific. This mod-
ern-day Renaissance woman 
wields an array of professional 
credentials and expertise across 
multiple disciplines.

This daughter of familian Ti-
tang, now working as interim di-
rector of the Pacific Islands De-
velopment Program at the East 
West Center in Hawaii, is the 
subject of Manny Crisostomo’s 
“Manaotao Sanlagu: CHamorus 
from the Marianas” this week.

3 added to 

COVID 

death toll

see dEaThs, Page 4


