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By Jackson stephens
Pacific Daily News

The island was fewer than 1,400 
people shy of its goal of having 80% 
of the adult population vaccinated 
by Liberation Day, Department of 
Public Health and Social Services 
Director Arthur San Agustin said 
Wednesday.

As of Tuesday night, 78.87% of 
Guam’s adult population, 94,674 
people, were fully vaccinated. To 
achieve herd immunity, 96,031 
need to get their shots.

The government offered in-
centives, such as the Vax ‘N’ Win 
lottery, and conducted outreach 
programs as part of the push to 
reach the 80% goal. On Wednes-
day, Public Health was giving $20 
gas cards to the first 500 Guam 
residents to get their second dose 
of the Moderna or Pfizer vaccine, 
or the single dose of the Johnson 
& Johnson Janssen vaccine during 
Public Health’s “Liberation Day 
Immunization” clinic at the Micro-
nesia Mall.

Gov. Lou Leon Guerrero urged 
people to “go to Micronesia Mall 
today, roll up your sleeves, and let’s 
get to our goal of 80%.”
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At the age of 9, Cynthia Tenorio 
Terlaje was starving, suffering from 
malnutrition and alone.

Hiding in a house, she waited for 
her parents and siblings who had 
gone to look for food days earlier.

She had fled through the jungle, 
dodging bombs and machine-gun 
fire during the last days of Guam’s 

occupation in World War II.
“I don’t know how long I was all 

by myself crying, until one day a 
man came in and asked me, ‘Who 
is with you?’ and I told him I have 
my family. He said, ‘There is no-
body out there.’”

The man said “I’m not going to 
leave you here all by yourself. Do 
not be afraid, because I’m going to 
take you along with me,” Terlaje re-

called. He put her on his back and 
carried her. She remembers seeing 
dead people all along the road to 
Agat. Once there, she was given 
medical treatment by the U.S. mil-
itary and reunited with her family.

Years later, her mother saw the 
man, whose name was Francisco, 
at a celebration. He told the story 

Survivors recall Guam 
occupation, liberation
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Members of Para I Prubechu’n I Taotao-ta cultural group perform during the 77th Guam Liberation day ceremony held at the 

ricardo J. Bordallo Governor’s Complex in adelup on Wednesday.
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