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A
fter launching 
“Manaotao Sanlagu: 
Chamorus from 
the Marianas” four 

months ago, Pulit-
zer-winning mul-
timedia journalist 
Manny Crisosto-
mo continues 

to hear from diaspora around 
the country about the project’s 
impact.

“It gives all of us a bigger pic-
ture of how we are all connect-
ed and for me it feels like we’re 
so more included,” Lyn Aflague 
Arroyo said.

See story, Page 22
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By Joe Taitano II
Pacific Daily News

Guam Memorial Hospital is 
experiencing a crush of patients 
visiting the emergency room as 
COVID-19 cases spike amid the 
global rise of the infectious omi-
cron variant.

“We are certain that the omi-
cron variant is present on our 
island,” said Dr. Nathaniel Berg, 
chair of the governor’s physicians 
advisory group in a Wednesday 
announcement.

While the island has been av-
eraging around 10 new cases of 
COVID-19 a day in previous 
weeks, testing identified 210 new 

Spike in cases 

leads to overflow 

at the GMH ER

see OVErFLOW, Page 4

By steve Limtiaco
Pacific Daily News

Government of Guam employ-
ees who use donated leave can’t 
receive retirement credit for that 
time off, according to GovGuam, 
which this week responded to a 
federal lawsuit filed by the Justice 
Department alleging employees 
were not credited for time on ac-
tive military duty.

The lawsuit, filed last Septem-
ber, states several GovGuam em-
ployees used donated leave while 
on active military duty, and alleges 
GovGuam and the Government 
of Guam Employees Retirement 
Fund broke federal law by failing 
to give them retirement service 
credit and by failing to pay their 

Feds: GovGuam 

violated rights of 

Guard members

see VIOLaTED, Page 4

Pacific Daily News
The holiday-related surge in new 

COVID-19 cases continued Wednes-
day, with the Department of Public 
Health and Social Services reporting 

189 new cases from 1,351 tests run 
Jan. 4.

The results come a day after 210 

189 new COVID cases
CAR Score 
jumps to 37.9; 
13 hospitalized see surGE, Page 4


