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Pacific Daily News
Editor’s Note: We spent the en-

tirety of 2021 in a public health 
emergency, a situation that domi-
nated news coverage and touched 
the lives of every person on the 
island. From gatherings that were 
scaled down and canceled, to vac-
cine mandates affecting workplaces 
and classes that were suspended, to 
jobs that were eliminated and lives 
that were lost. Scientists developed 
vaccines and treatments, but as 
new virus variants emerged, each 
step forward was met with another 
blow from the pandemic. Here’s a 
look at the top stories of 2021.

Although Guam was in Pan-
demic Condition of Readiness 1 
when 2021 opened, there was a 
sense of hope as the national roll-
out of COVID-19 vaccines began.

The COVID Area Risk Score, 
or CAR Score, was 0.5, and — al-
though more deaths would later 
be reclassified and added to the list 
— there were 122 COVID-19-re-
lated fatalities.

On Jan. 1, 2021, the island’s Vac-
cine and Antiviral Prioritization 
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The Guam Police Department conducts 
a death investigation following the dis-

covery of a deceased 61-year-old man 
at Vales Apartments in Santa Rita, Jan. 
19, 2021.

The stories 
that shaped 

us in 2021

See STORIES, Page 2

By Shane Healy
Pacific Daily News

Frank “Ko” James San Nicolas 
was found not guilty on all charges 
of sexually assaulting a 23-year-old 
woman in January 2020.

A jury spent almost two full 
days in deliberations after a two-

week-long trial to determine that 
San Nicolas was not guilty of two 
charges of third- and fourth-de-
gree criminal sexual conduct after 
a woman accused him of rape.

After reading about the verdict, 
San Nicolas could be seen em-
bracing his attorney, Joaquin “Jay” 

Arriola Jr., while family members 
watching the stream of the trial in 
a different courtroom cried tears of 
joy.

Arriola said he and San Nico-
las were grateful to the jury and 
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Tears begin 
to well in the 
eyes of Frank 
“Ko” James 
San Nicolas, 
right, after 
emerging from 
the courtroom 

with his de-

fense attorney, 
Joaquin “Jay” 
Arriola Jr., 
as his trial 
concluded at 

the Guam 

Judicial Center 
in Hagåtña 
on Thursday, 
dec. 30, 2021. 

Jurors in his 
case returned 
with not guilty 
verdicts on 
criminal sex-

ual conduct 

charges faced 
by San Nico-

las.

Suruhånu found not guilty of rape

See NOT GUiLTy, Page 4

By Jackson Stephens
Pacific Daily News

A spike in reported COVID-19 
cases is expected after the New 
Year’s holiday weekend due to hol-
iday gatherings and limited testing 
over the next few days, officials 

said during a Department of Pub-
lic Health and Social Services press 
briefing Thursday.

“(We) expect on Tuesday we are 
going to see quite a bit of a spike. 

Case spike expected
‘Holiday 
hoppers’ can 
spread virus See SPIKE, Page 4


