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Frank “Sonny” Taitano grew up 
in Asan and Piti, riding dirt bikes 
on Nimitz Hill in the 1970s.

“We used to own that property 
before those houses went up (on 
Mama Sandy Street),” Taitano, 63, 
said. “I made my own track, with 
my brother-in-law Dennis, and 

some of our friends and family, 
and we had a pretty good riding 
trail around there. A lot of guys 
didn’t want to go all the way down 
to Cross Island Road and practice 
riding. They would come up to the 
house and ask our permission if 
they can ride.”

“I grew up active. I played bas-
ketball – did a lot of sports,” said 

Taitano, who attended Piti Middle 
School and John F. Kennedy High 
School.

Health problems sidelined Taita-
no in his 40s, leaving him unable 
to work and dependent on govern-
ment assistance. The last time he 
worked was in 2002, as a consul-
tant for the Guam airport.

After years of persistent health 

problems, Taitano in November 
2016 became the first patient in 
San Diego, California, to receive 
a heart and liver transplant at the 
same time, during a 10-hour oper-
ation at UC San Diego.

Taitano currently lives in the 
Mission Bay area of San Diego, but 
his Guam roots are strong. All of 
his immediate family members — 
his mother, three adult children 
and five grandchildren — live here.

Moving back to Guam to be close 
to his family would cost Taitano his 
main source of income – $697 in 
monthly payments under the fed-
eral Supplemental Security Income 
program.

Lack of support

Congress does not allow resi-
dents of Guam and most other U.S. 
territories to receive benefits under 
the SSI program – a policy that has 
been challenged in federal court 
on the grounds that it violates the 
rights of U.S. citizens in the terri-
tories.
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Health, policy, keep Guam man from home

See HEaLTH, Page 4
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There were 15 new cases of 

COVID-19 out of 376 tests per-
formed Nov. 6, according the De-
partment of Public Health and 

Social Services.
Guam has had 18,639 officially 

reported cases of the virus and 
2,610 cases are in active isolation.

Guam’s COVID Area Risk score 

still stands at 9.0. The CAR score 
went down to 9 since Friday as the 
number of new cases on the island 

15 cases out of 376 tests
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Agat resident Chris Duenas, 44, receives a Pfizer booster shot at the University of Guam Calvo Field House COVID-19 vacci-
nation clinic in Mangilao, Saturday, Nov. 6, 2021. Pacific Daily News

More than a year after COVID-19 
silenced orchestral performances 
around the world, teen musicians 
are once again taking to the stage.

In today’s Vibe section, Justine 
Xu reports on the latest news with 
Tumon Bay Youth Orchestra, while 
Max Tsiao shares how teen musi-
cians try to stay motivated.

Teen musicians 
welcome return 

to the stage

See VIRUS, Page 4


