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By Joe Taitano II
Pacific Daily News

As this year’s surge in corona-
virus infections and deaths con-
tinues, the population’s comor-

bidities, or risk factors that may 
enhance COVID-19 infections, are 
getting worse, said former chair of 
the governor’s physician’s advisory 
group Dr. Hoa Nguyen.

“The longer the surge goes, the 
worse comorbidities go,” Nguyen 
said.

Taking COVID-19 precautions
Nguyen: COVID-19 
surge worsening 
health issues

By Julianne Hernandez
Pacific Daily News

Friends were mourning 
23-year-old former Marine Ja-
ron Weilbacher, who was found 
unconscious and unresponsive 
and then later pronounced dead 
in front of King’s Restaurant in 
Tamuning after a disturbance 
early Saturday.

Two former Marines and close 
friends, Ted Welch and Bran-
den Washburn, who served with 
Weilbacher, fondly remembered 
him as a fun-loving, compas-
sionate and positive person.

“He was probably the smart-
est one out of all our group. He’s 
the fastest to catch on to things 
and honestly a pretty great lead-
er, pretty great Marine. I know I 
was older than him but I pretty 
much looked up to him,” Wash-
burn said. “I can’t think of any-
body that had any negative thing 
to say about Jaron. He was that 
kind of guy that just got along 
with pretty much everybody we 
worked with, friends with every-
body.”

Welch also mentioned how 
Weilbacher continued to sup-
port his team.

Pacific Daily News
There were 61 new cases of 

COVID-19 reported out of 653 
specimens analyzed on Satur-
day, the Joint Information Cen-
ter reported Sunday.

There were also at least 52 
people still currently hospital-
ized, including 10 in intensive 
care and eight on ventilators, 
the Joint Information Center re-
ported.

To date, there have been a to-
tal of 16,170 officially reported 
cases of COVID-19 on the is-
land, with 212 deaths and 2,775 
cases in active isolation.

Guam’s COVID Area Risk 
score was 27.9 as of Oct. 8.

Hospitalization report
Of the 52 people in island hos-

pitals, 31 were at Guam Memo-
rial Hospital, including seven in 
the ICU and five on ventilators.

There were 21 people at Guam 
Regional Medical City, with 
three in the ICU and three on 
ventilators.

Numbers for Naval Hospital 
Guam were not available Sun-
day.

Of the 52 people hospitalized, 
32 were not vaccinated.

See STUdy, Page 4

LOCAL COFFEE STORE THINKS PINK

FRANK SAN NICOLAS/PDN

Barista Tianna Yoshida displays the “Pink Drink”, an Earl Grey milk tea with straw-

berry, at the Island Girl Coffee ‘n Quenchers stand in front of The Home Depot in 
Tamuning, Sunday. In observance of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, a $1 donation 
will go to Guam Cancer Care for every “Pink Drink” purchase throughout October. 
See story on Page, 3.
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