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By steve Limtiaco
Pacific Daily News

The island’s “Air V&V” vacci-
nation tourism program, which 
brought more than 2,000 visitors 
to Guam, is on hold and federal 
pandemic travel rules could kill it 
altogether, according to the Guam 
Visitors Bureau.

The program, which launched in 
July, provided travel and vaccina-
tion packages for visitors from Tai-
wan, where COVID-19 vaccines 
are harder to get.

As vaccination rates rise in 
Guam’s source tourism markets, 

and as restrictions at home con-
tinue to deter international travel, 
GVB is looking to spend the “Air 
V&V” money in different ways, in-
cluding on other travel incentives, 
GVB Vice President Gerry Perez 
told lawmakers Tuesday.

GVB had proposed spending up 
to $1 million to subsidize more 
charter flights to continue the Air 
V&V program through the end of 
this year.

Perez noted the Biden adminis-
tration has proposed banning un-
vaccinated foreign travelers from 
entering the country. If Guam isn’t 

exempted, “it will make our Air 
V&V program not feasible,” he 
said.

No sense

“It doesn’t make sense to spend 
money on Air V&V at a time when 
we could redeploy those financial 
assets to our opportunities,” Perez 
said during a legislative hearing re-
lated to tourism recovery.

He said GVB has a budget of $2.9 
million for incentives such as free 
COVID-19 testing for visitors and 

‘Air V&V’ put on hold

US may ban unvaccinated foreign travelers
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a locked gate restricts access to the underwater observatory at Fish eye Marine Park in Piti Tuesday. The governor and GVB are 

working on a long-term tourism strategy that emphasizes culture, according to GVB President Carl Gutierrez.
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Whether its good weather 
or bad weather, weather 

affects us all.
Beginning today, National 

Weather Service warning coor-
dination meteorologist Landon 

Aydlett will be 
writing a week-
ly column about 
weather and cli-
mate for Pacific 
Daily News.

W e a t h e r 
Wednesdays will 
include discus-

sion of regional weather pattern 
changes, or the potential for sig-
nificant weather threats.

Aydlett will also take questions 
from the public.

“I want to know of problem ar-
eas in regards to Weather Service 
communications and products: 
what confuses people, what is dif-
ficult for you to understand, and 
how we can better communicate 
all things weather and hazards to 
our customers — you,” Aydlett 
said.
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NEW COLUMN 
FOCUSES ON 

WEATHER
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Guam recorded three more 

COVID-19-related fatalities, 
bringing the island’s COVID-re-
lated deaths to 217, according to 
the Joint Information Center.

The deaths were three unvacci-

3 more 
COVID-19 
deaths
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