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February 21, 2023 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  All Senators 
  37th Guam Legislature  
 
From:  Acting Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes 
 
Subject:  Call to Emergency Session – February 21, 2023 at 4:30 PM 
 
  
Buenas yan Håfa Adai! I Liheslaturan Guåhan will be called into Emergency Session 
on Tuesday, February 21, 2023 at 4:30 PM in the Speaker Antonio R. Unpingco 
Legislative Session Hall, Guam Congress Building to deliberate on Bill No. 52-37 
(COR). 
 
Pursuant to 2 GCA § 2103(a), I certify emergency conditions exist and waive the 
requirement for a public hearing for Bill No. 52-37 (COR). Notwithstanding Section 
6.04(d)(1), the Committee Report requirement is waived for Bill No. 52-37 (COR).  
 
Si Yu’os Ma’åse’ 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Office of Senator Christopher M. Dueñas
Vice-Chairman, Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts
Member, Committee on Rules • Member, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation,
Parks, Tourism, Higher Education and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

February 21, 2023

Transmitted via Hand Delivery to

The Honorable Senator Tina Muña Barnes
Acting Speaker
I Mina’trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Guåhan
134 W. Soledad Avenue, Suite #411
Hagåtña, GU 96910

SUBJECT: Request for Emergency Session on Bill No. 52-37 (COR)

Håfa Ådai Acting Speaker Barnes!

I am respectfully petitioning your call for an emergency session on Bill No. 52-37 (COR).
Appended to this letter you will find the required documents as per the standing rules of the 37th
Guam Legislature. Pursuant to the standing rules of Mina’trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Guahan,
Section 1.02:

(A) STATEMENT JUSTIFYING THE EXISTENCE OF AN EMERGENCY
The legislation noted in this letter is associated with Public Law No. 36-139. Considering that
our island is experiencing a slow recovery from the pandemic which resulted in an economic
crisis, where many are just getting back to work, this public law is extremely concerning. Safety
plays a significant role in our growing economy. Homeowners and businessmen/women alike
will be at a standstill due to this law lapsing into law. If an unexploded ordnance is found,
emergency authorities will not be able to safely handle/detonate this dangerous mutation thus
halting operations.

(B) DEMONSTRATING THE INTENDED OUTCOME OF THE
PROPOSED LEGISLATION IN ADDRESSING THE EMERGENCY

To repeal this law to which safety was not considered. (Please see attached media articles)

(C) FISCAL IMPACT
The fiscal impact of Bill No. 52-37 (COR) will be none. However, if my Bill is not addressed, it
will require the Government of Guam to outsource a private company when public projects are
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halted when they come across an unexploded ordnance due to the lack of safety consideration of
the public law that lapsed into law December 2022.

(D) LEGAL BUREAU’S REVIEW
Pending legal review.

Therefore, pursuant to your authority as Acting Speaker of I Mina’trentai Siette na Liheslaturan
Guåhan, I am calling upon your leadership to call for an emergency session to discuss and
address the issues with Bill No. 52-37 (COR).

I appreciate your careful consideration of my petition to deem this legislation which addresses
the issues stated above, and to further use your authority as the Acting Speaker of the 37th Guam
Legislature to allow Bill No. 52-37 (COR) to bypass standard procedures, and be placed on the
agenda for an Emergency Session.

We can’t afford to wait until our next scheduled session to have these discussions. I look forward
to the call for an emergency session and appreciate your leadership during this time.

Si Yu’os Ma’åse!

Christopher M. Dueñas
Vice-Chairman, Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts
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52‐37 (COR)

Christopher M. Dueñas
Jesse A. Lujan
Frank Blas Jr.
Thomas J. Fisher

AN ACT TO REPEAL SUBSECTION (a)(9) TO § 5111 OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 51, DIVISION 2,
TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED. 

2/20/23
1:56 p.m.
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1MINA 'TRENTAI METTE NA LIHESLA TURAN GUÅHAN

Bill No.

Introduced by:

2023 (FIRST) Regular Session

Christopher M. Duefias
Jesse A.
Frank F. Bias Jr.
Thomas J. Fisher

2

3

AN ACT TO REPEAL SUBSECTION TO 5111 OF
ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 51, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE
ANNOTATED.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:

Code Annotated is repealed.

1

52-37 (COR)

2/20/23 1:56 p.m. 
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