
MMissouri Western issouri Western 
Athletics has Athletics has 

announced that Missou-announced that Missou-
ri Western Football Head ri Western Football Head 
Coach Matt Williamson Coach Matt Williamson 
and most of his staff will and most of his staff will 
not be returning after fin-not be returning after fin-
ishing the season 5-6. His ishing the season 5-6. His 
overall record since being overall record since being 
named head coach in Dec. named head coach in Dec. 
of 2016 is 31-26 with his of 2016 is 31-26 with his 
MIAA record at 29-26. Not MIAA record at 29-26. Not 
counting the two unofficial counting the two unofficial 
games in 2020 during the games in 2020 during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. COVID-19 pandemic. 

There was a shimmer There was a shimmer 
of hope to start the 2022 of hope to start the 2022 
season with wins against season with wins against 
the University of Central the University of Central 
Oklahoma and Fort Hays Oklahoma and Fort Hays 
State. After the showdown State. After the showdown 
with the Tigers, his squad with the Tigers, his squad 
went on a four-game los-went on a four-game los-
ing streak that ended with ing streak that ended with 
a 23-16 loss against North-a 23-16 loss against North-

eastern State University on eastern State University on 
Oct 15.  They finished this Oct 15.  They finished this 
season on Nov 13 with a season on Nov 13 with a 
41-0 win against Lincoln.41-0 win against Lincoln.

Missouri Western Di-Missouri Western Di-
rector of Athletics Andrew rector of Athletics Andrew 
Carter's comments from Carter's comments from 
GoGriffons.com. GoGriffons.com. 

"After careful evalua-"After careful evalua-
tion, we determined that a tion, we determined that a 
new direction was needed new direction was needed 
to help secure the future to help secure the future 
success of the program," success of the program," 
said Carter. "We appreciate said Carter. "We appreciate 
the service, commitment, the service, commitment, 
and dedication that Matt, and dedication that Matt, 
his family, and coaching his family, and coaching 
staff have given to Missou-staff have given to Missou-
ri Western." ri Western." 

Williamson led his Williamson led his 
team to two Agent Barry team to two Agent Barry 
Live United Bowl victories Live United Bowl victories 
in 2018 and 2019. The trip in 2018 and 2019. The trip 
in 2018 was the Griffon's in 2018 was the Griffon's 
first postseason appear-first postseason appear-
ance since the Hall of Fame ance since the Hall of Fame 
2012 team. His best season 2012 team. His best season 
as a head coach came in as a head coach came in 

2019 with a 9-3 record. 2019 with a 9-3 record. 
During his time as Mis-During his time as Mis-

souri Western head coach, souri Western head coach, 
he was able to oversee pro-he was able to oversee pro-
fessional players such as fessional players such as 
Sam Webb of the Las Vegas Sam Webb of the Las Vegas 
Raiders and Jonathan Ow-Raiders and Jonathan Ow-
ens of the Houston Texans ens of the Houston Texans 
in the National Football in the National Football 
League. Along with Bran-League. Along with Bran-
din Dandridge who cur-din Dandridge who cur-
rently plays for the Ottawa rently plays for the Ottawa 
Redblacks of the Canadian Redblacks of the Canadian 
Football League. Football League. 

Williamson played for Williamson played for 
Missouri Western from Missouri Western from 
1994-1997 where he was a 1994-1997 where he was a 
three-time All-MIAA de-three-time All-MIAA de-
fensive player as a lineman. fensive player as a lineman. 
He was also an Honorable He was also an Honorable 
Mention All-American in Mention All-American in 
1995. 1995. 

His journey as a coach His journey as a coach 
started with a Graduate started with a Graduate 
Assistant position with the Assistant position with the 
Griffons in 1997 and 1998.Griffons in 1997 and 1998.

He spent one season at He spent one season at 
DII Arkansas-Monticello DII Arkansas-Monticello 

as a defensive line coach as a defensive line coach 
and recruiting coordina-and recruiting coordina-
tor during the 1999 college tor during the 1999 college 
football season.football season.

After that, he held mul-After that, he held mul-
tiple positions within the tiple positions within the 
Missouri Western Football Missouri Western Football 
program from 2000-2006, program from 2000-2006, 
including Defensive Coor-including Defensive Coor-
dinator. dinator. 

From 2007-2013 he From 2007-2013 he 
worked his way up from worked his way up from 
Defensive Line and Spe-Defensive Line and Spe-
cial Teams Coordinator to cial Teams Coordinator to 
Defensive Coordinator at Defensive Coordinator at 
Central Arkansas. Central Arkansas. 

Before taking the head Before taking the head 
spot at his alma mater he spot at his alma mater he 
was Defensive Coordina-was Defensive Coordina-
tor at Stephen F. Austin tor at Stephen F. Austin 
from 2014-2016. from 2014-2016. 

Missouri Western has Missouri Western has 
said that a nationwide said that a nationwide 
search for the next head search for the next head 
coach will begin immedi-coach will begin immedi-
ately. ately. 

BREAKING: Williamson Out as Head CoachBREAKING: Williamson Out as Head Coach

GGriffon football riffon football 
made sure to made sure to 

end their season with a end their season with a 
bang while producing bang while producing 
record-breaking perfor-record-breaking perfor-
mances all across the grid-mances all across the grid-
iron. Missouri Western iron. Missouri Western 
would defeat Lincoln Uni-would defeat Lincoln Uni-
versity on Senior Day 41-0, versity on Senior Day 41-0, 
led by a monstrous per-led by a monstrous per-
formance by running back formance by running back 
Titus McCoy and an utter Titus McCoy and an utter 
defensive shutdown.defensive shutdown.

In the first quarter, Mc-In the first quarter, Mc-
Coy would start the day Coy would start the day 
off with a 15-yard gain, off with a 15-yard gain, 
followed up by a 57 yard followed up by a 57 yard 
rumble downfield that he rumble downfield that he 
himself would later punch himself would later punch 
in for an eight-yard touch-in for an eight-yard touch-
down putting the Griffons down putting the Griffons 
ahead 7-0. Quarterback ahead 7-0. Quarterback 
Reagan Jones would also Reagan Jones would also 
find the endzone after find the endzone after 
obliterating Lincoln’s de-obliterating Lincoln’s de-
fense with a 37-yard scam-fense with a 37-yard scam-

per right through the mid-per right through the mid-
dle.dle.

McCoy would end McCoy would end 
the first half with anoth-the first half with anoth-
er touchdown er touchdown 
with 50 sec-with 50 sec-
onds left in the onds left in the 
second quarter, second quarter, 
bouncing out-bouncing out-
side for a five-side for a five-
yard touch-yard touch-
down.  Before down.  Before 
the half would the half would 
end, though, end, though, 
A.J. Crayton A.J. Crayton 
would get his would get his 
second sack second sack 
of the season, of the season, 
giving him 12 giving him 12 
sacks in his ca-sacks in his ca-
reer and plac-reer and plac-
ing him 10th ing him 10th 
in Griffon pro-in Griffon pro-
gram history.gram history.

In the sec-In the sec-
ond half, even ond half, even 
more records would be more records would be 
broken as McCoy would broken as McCoy would 
find himself scoring three find himself scoring three 

more times, ending the day more times, ending the day 
with 35 carries, 289 rushing with 35 carries, 289 rushing 
yards and five touchdowns. yards and five touchdowns. 
Breaking former Griffon Breaking former Griffon 

football player Tony Wil-football player Tony Wil-
liams’ record of 283 yards liams’ record of 283 yards 
in a single game and ty-in a single game and ty-

ing Dalton Krysa’s perfor-ing Dalton Krysa’s perfor-
mance against Lincoln in mance against Lincoln in 
2010 with five touchdowns.2010 with five touchdowns.

Star cornerback Kobe Star cornerback Kobe 

Cummings would end the Cummings would end the 
day with two tackles, total-day with two tackles, total-
ing his total career-wise to ing his total career-wise to 

282, the fifth most in Mis-282, the fifth most in Mis-
souri Western history. The souri Western history. The 
Griffons would end their Griffons would end their 
season 5-6, not being bowl season 5-6, not being bowl 

eligible for the eligible for the 
first time in first time in 
Head Coach Head Coach 
Matt William-Matt William-
son’s tenure.son’s tenure.

W i l l i a m -W i l l i a m -
son would talk son would talk 
about what the about what the 
game plan was game plan was 
for the day and for the day and 
how proud he how proud he 
was of his en-was of his en-
tire team. tire team. 

“ We talk-“ We talk-
ed about it all ed about it all 
week and send week and send 
out the seniors out the seniors 
with a win it with a win it 
was great,” Wil-was great,” Wil-
liamson said. liamson said. 
“Our offense “Our offense 
was able to was able to 

control the game and dom-control the game and dom-
inate the game with the run inate the game with the run 
game, our defense played game, our defense played 

really solid an all-around really solid an all-around 
great solid performance.”great solid performance.”

Despite having a career Despite having a career 
day, McCoy would give all day, McCoy would give all 
his credit to his offensive his credit to his offensive 
line.line.

“To be honest, it’s all “To be honest, it’s all 
the o-line they make the the o-line they make the 
holes, and I just made the holes, and I just made the 
right cut today it worked right cut today it worked 
in my favor, a lot of it is in my favor, a lot of it is 
the leadership without the the leadership without the 
o-line I couldn’t do it.”o-line I couldn’t do it.”

McCoy would talk McCoy would talk 
about how much of a grind about how much of a grind 
it was to get to this position it was to get to this position 
and how grateful he is for and how grateful he is for 
his journey.his journey.

“With my injuries I ha-“With my injuries I ha-
ven't really been healthy ven't really been healthy 
since my junior before since my junior before 
covid out of Indiana State, covid out of Indiana State, 
so when I got the opportu-so when I got the opportu-
nity this week, I wanted to nity this week, I wanted to 
make the most of it but as make the most of it but as 
you said going out like this you said going out like this 
speaks alot.”speaks alot.”

Darren Doyle Darren Doyle 
EditorEditor
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Titus McCoy finsihed the game with 289 rushing yards and five touchdowns. McCoy was chosen 
by Head Coach Matt Williamson to ring the victory bell.  Photo by: Arianne Boma

On November 7, the MIAA posted on Twitter the announcment of the 2022 D2CCA Tip-Off All-Classic Team. It includes 
Missouri Western's own Connie Clarke. 

Senior Day ShutoutSenior Day Shutout
Kenan Bjelevac Kenan Bjelevac 
EditorEditor

Coach Matt Williamson enters the field with the football team before 
they went against Lincoln University on Saturday Nov. 12, 2022.  
The Griffons would win the game 41-0. Photo by: Arianne Boma

Photo by: Arianne Boma


