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After nine 
months, the 

search has come to an 
end.

Andrew Carter has 
been named Missouri 
Western State Univer-
sity’s next Director of 
Athletics.  Currently the 
Director of Athletics at 
Minot State University 

in North Dakota, Carter 
will be introduced in a 
press conference on May 
2.

"I'm incredibly hum-
bled and honored to be 
joining the team at Mis-
souri Western," Carter 
said according to GoG-
riffons. "This is some-
thing that my wife and 
I prayed about for some 
time. We feel strongly 
that this is where we're 

supposed to be, and it's 
an awesome opportuni-
ty for us to come home 
to Missouri."

"In visiting with 
Andy, it was clear that 
he understands our 
mission," added Mis-
souri Western president 
Dr. Elizabeth Kennedy.  
"With 25 years of ex-
perience as an athletics 
director, there is very 
little he hasn't seen. He 

bel ieves 
in the im-
p or t an c e 
of character 
and leadership 
development. 
Having been a 
coach himself, 
he understands 
better than most 
the value of the 
student athlete 
experience. Andy 
will be a great fit 
on my leadership 
team, on campus 
and in our community."

Carter has spent the 
last 30 years working 
inside athletics and the 
last 25 as an athletic di-
rector. 

After starting out at 
NAIA Missouri Baptist 
University, Carter has 
since been at Division II 
schools Newberry Col-
lege, Armstrong Atlantic 
State University, North-
western Oklahoma State 
University and Minot 
State University where 
he’s been since 2016.

Carter’s bread-and-
butter is baseball.  As a 
coach, he led Missou-

ri Bap-
tist to 
s e v e n 

straight American 
Midwest Conference 
championships while 
earning seven coach of 
the year honors.  He is a 
member of the school’s 
athletic hall of fame.

The reason for the 
move to Missouri West-
ern is simple  —Carter is 
very excited about the 
school’s potential.

"President Kennedy 
and her vision for the 
university is attractive," 
he said. "Athletically, the 
Griffons play in a power 
conference in Division 
II. The MIAA has a tre-
mendous history."

Carter attended East 
Central College, has 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Missouri 
Baptist University and 
a Master of Business 
Administration from 
Lindenwood Universi-
ty.  Carter grew up in 

Missouri, graduating 
from high school 

in St. Charles.  
Him and his 
wife Rena have 
seven chil-

dren and eleven 
grandchildren.

Having a big fam-
ily, Carter knows that 
the people he works 
with matter just as much 
as the teams’ records.

"I am relation-
ship-focused," Carter 
said. "This is a people 
business. My focus is 
on developing people to 
be the very best version 
of themselves and help 
them have the best ex-
perience they can have. 
I'm here to serve people, 
and that goes for our 
students, for our staff 
and coaches and for our 
fans."
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This week, MoWest 

Elite Cheer Team 

celebrated their founders 

week with a week of festiv-

ities for the campus of Mis-

souri Western and the com-

munity of St. Joseph. Earlier 

this week on Thursday af-

ternoon, the team put on a 

"Soul Circus" event for the 

campus as well as a fashion 

show.

The "Soul Circus" made 

its grand entrance to cam-

pus with their first annual 

event. The event includ-

ed obstacle courses, snow 

cones, cotton candy, a dunk 

tank, a giant connect four 

game, performances and 

more. 

Secretary of the Cheer 

Team Kennedi Reid shared 

the work put into making 

the event happen.

“With great success 

comes great challenges, the 

planning behind our events 

may have come with its 

obstacles, but the turn out 

from our events made it all 

so worth it.”

Mowest Elite Cheer 

Team is a Stomp 'n' Shake 

cheerleading team that 

first made its appearance to 

Missouri Western in 2020. 

Stomp 'n' Shake is urban 

cheerleading created in the 

late 1970s, with the new 

style emerging in North 

Carolina and Virginia. This 

African American origi-

nated style of cheerleading 

is called Stomp 'n' Shake. 

Stomp 'n' Shake cheerlead-

ers have the same goals as 

“traditional cheerleaders” 

— to motivate their sports 

team and raise the enthusi-

asm of fans.

Ayanna Lyles attended 

and helped host the event. 

Lyles explained that the 

event was a great stress re-

liever for students.

“We wanted to put 

these events on to give us a 

chance to be a kid again be-

fore stressing about finals.”

Later in the evening, the 

Cheerleading team put on a 

"R.I.P the Runway" fashion 

show for the campus. The 

fashion show included over 

20 models that consisted of 

Missouri Western students 

representing their own 

styles. The fashion show 

included three lines for the 

students. 

The first line was “Street-

Wear;” the second line was 

“Prim & Proper;” the third 

line was “Greek Line.” The 

third line shedded a light 

on Missouri Western D9, as 

they represented their fra-

ternity/sorority. 

“The goal of the event 

was to give students a 

chance to bring out their 

flyest fits and show it to the 

campus,” Reid said. “This 

was our first time throwing 

a fashion show, so we had 

to put in more work due to 

the fact none of us had done 

something like this before.”

The team explained 

that they have intentions of 

making the events an annu-

al tradition. We are new to 

the RSOs, so we’re trying to 

spread our mission to other 

students about who we are 

and what we stand for.
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