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Stotf Bhots By Larry Tucker

Gloyd Vestal (Shirt And Tie) In Custody Of Greensboro Police
Detectives Eli Welch, Left, And John Barrow., Right, Escort Prisoner
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By

Jerry

Bledsee

A Lonely Little Girl
Rides The Elephanis

. Bombay lay on her side having her back swept by
some guy with tatoos all over his arms.” She ‘seeined to
be enjoving it -

Donna _,oc]\ard stood waiching. She wore a trench-
coat over her costume. Her costume was a fancy little
affair with whiie bermuda-like shorts and a red vest
with long, lacy sleeves. She also wore fringed knee boots.
Donna Lockard is a small, olive-complexioned girl with
short, dark hair and verv wide brown eves. She is 17.
She rides elephants.

Bombay is an eleph‘.m. of course. About 27 vears
old. From India. Donna Lockard likes her a lot. Both
Bombay and Donna are with the circus. Except this
week they’re at the Greensboro Fair. ‘Doing two free
shows a night (“free” once vou've paid to get in). Along
with four other girls. Girl elephants, that is. Boy ele-
phanis do not make good circus performers. Tco omery.

The guv who was sweeping Bombay’s back finished
and told her to get up. She did. Then some guy in droopy

- green pants brought 2 hamess-like device over, poked
Bombay with a siick and told her 10 get her heaé down
and keep her trunk up. She did that too.

Finaliv, Bombay folicwed the guy in the drocpy
panis over to the ring. She kneeled and Donpa Lockard
cliznbed zboard. Then Bombay climbed up on a pedestal
and stood on her hind legs and did things like ithat. They
do other tricks, tco.

So She Ran Away With Circus

As a very limle girl, Donna Lockard kept to her-
self; she was lenely, and she liked animals. i

“T'm siili very lonely.” she said, sitting in a trailer
on the fairgrounds. “I aiways Iiked animals when I was
Tittle, but ¥ couidn’t ever have them. Oh, I had dogs and
cats, but the elephants fust caught my eve.”

No many kitle gitls have elephants, of course. And
in Domna’s case it would have been even more difficult.
Things were crowded enough as they were. She had
eight brothers and.-sisters. Her father was 2 sewing ma-
chine mechanic in Alioona, Pa.

Donna finished the seventh grade, and when she
was 13, she says, “I just ran away.”

“Evervoody teally didn't iike me in school,”

(See Meandering: B-S. Col 1)
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BY C. A. PAUL

Deily News Stoff Writer
Angelo Salvatore Pennisi first
came t0 Greensboro during

i World War II and was stationed

here as a2 military policeman
with the Army’s Overseas Re-
placement Depot. -

Here he met Montrose Brown,
a local girl, and later married
ber.
cooAfter; t.i:eﬁvar;}?mnm-wnrked»
for a credit reporting company
and an insurance company and
in 1949 he established an insur-
ance agency in ORD.

The agency prospered because
Pennisi was a born salesman, a
hail fellow well met, and quite
good nammed, according to
many friends and acquaintances
have said, -“I wvou had ever
been around him, vou would re-
member him.”

* k& ¥

AFTER SOME vears had
passed, Pennisi took in a part-
ner, Robert Mays, and the
agency became the Pemmisi
Mays Insurance Agency. Pennisi

Mainly, Mays ran the office
with people.

Pennisi wzs a big man, stané-
ing well over 6 feet and weigh-
ing around 210 poumds.

* ok X
SEVERAL YEARS ago, Pen
nisi begarn to operzie i felds
outside the insurznce business.
With Glevd Vestal, who was |
accesed Wednesdav of his mur-
ger, Permisi boeght the Siver
Sands Motel zt Mzrile Beach.
Subsequently, thev sold it znd
Pennisi bought another Myrtie
Beach property, the Fown and
Beack Motel.

A few years ago. Pemnisi m-
vested some money in an artii-
cial flower business in which -

® ¥ K :
THEN, IN 1967, Pemnisi and |
Maurice Mifler, who lives on
Hobbs Road, organized the
the PeanMller Cerp. Its 26-
dress was the saipe as that of the
Pemnisi-Mayvs Insarance Agency,
183 E. Wendover Ave, znd
Pennisi znd his wiie and Miller
and his wife were the Icorpor
ators.
According to Miller, the com-
pany owned a trailer park and
2 baildng m High Pot in
which there ¥ a Kwik-Barger
bosiness. Miller is ihe owner of
Bifi-Barger and EKwik-Buerger
places in Greensboro.

Last Janopary, the Camberland

owned 80 per ceat of the stock, |
y Mays 20 per cent. P

| Pennisi, An Ex-MP,
Made Good In City

cy founded in 1949 is one of the
best operated aad most prefita-

bly run agencies in the South-

eastern United States.

“The agencyv did approximate-
Iy $600.000 of fire and casualty
business in 1968 and for the
first 4 months of 1969 our writ-
ings are over $45.,000 in excess
of the same pericd for the
preceding-year. -~ -

“We write po assigned risk
business ané accept no broker-
age business. We have pur-
chesed no other agencies and
2ll the business been personally
produced by either Vir Mays or
Pennisz. . _

“PRIOR 'TO M. Pesmisi
starting the agency im 1949 he
was emploved as district man-

-ager of the Woodmen of the

World Life Inc. Before that he
worked for the Hooper-Holmes
Bureau. that being his first ci-

(See Pennmisi: 512, Col %)

Gloxvd Vestal, £2, came from
the Pieasant Garden area while
sall 2 child ro oy to become 2
florist iIn Greensboro. He now
owns oze of the most successial
rezzil - flower bosinesses I the
city. according T acguzintances.

Bryan Clemmons, wHo now
GD“'aIesGﬁmm(msF!OﬂS!-S&ki
Vestal came to the shop where
he worked ome day dwing
World War II. “when he was
just a voung bov. and told us
he wanmed a job. We said 21
right, and he went to work and

Vestal
One Of City’s Most Suecessful Florists

Greensbore Filorist

Police Arrest Vestal
In Pennisi Slaying

BY €. A, PAUL
Daily News Stoff Writers

Gloyd Vestal was arrested
here Wednesday for the murder
of Angelo Salvatore Pennisi on
June 15 a little more than half
an hour after a special grand
jury of Guilford Superior Court
returned an indictment against
him.

The grand jury convened at
9:30 am. and filed into the
courtroom to return the indict-
ment at 11:33 am. The fore-
man, William C. White of 3503
Edney Ridge Road, handed the
bill of indictment to Judge Rob-
ert A. Collier of Statesville, who
read it aloud and added:

“No bond will be set at this
time.” .

" JUDGE COLLIER ordered. a
warrant issued for Vestal’s ar-
rest and within minutes city po-
lice were looking for him.

Policemen went to Vestal’s
Flower & Giit Shop in the Sum-
mit Shapping Center and
were told that Vestal had left
about two minutes before,
bound for his other shop, in the
Golden Gate Shopping Center.
However, police did not find
him at the second shop.

Shortly before 12:30 p.m. De-
tective J. J. Hart reported
seeing Vestal’s car, a light blue

1968 Lincoln, headed south on ’

Nerth Elm  Street, near the
Northwood Street intersectics.
Detectives John Barrow ana
Eli Welch overtcok Vestal’s car
in the 500 block of North Elm
Street, stopped it and arrested
him. Two women were with
Vestal, but Police Lt. W. J. Gib-
son said that Vestal was “just
giving them a lift downtown.”

about 1_30 pm. and Vestal was
taken . to pohce beadguarters,
his hands handcuffed behind
him, abont five minuntes later.
As he was going into the rear
entrance of City Hall, Vestal
said.:

~“I can't wunderstand why
vou're doing this i0c me when
T've been in busimess all these
vears.”

It was not clear whether he
made the remark to police or to
members of the press who were
crowded around the knot of po-
hcemen accompanying him.

His blond bair was tonsled
He was wearing a tan shirt, ian
slacks and brown caliskin lcai-

ter his amest and oonferred
with detectives for some time.

A Top

learned how to do everything
that was to be doze.”

Wihile sill 2 teepager, Ves-
suitered frostbite on both feet
cmring e Barde of the Balge
Garing the cdosing devs of the
war.

Vesizl stil receives monthly
compenszaition as a parialiy dis-
abled veteran.

¥ ¥k ¥

VESTAL RETURNED w© work
with Clemmons at Svkes Florist
shop a2nd remained there uniil
the early I$50s. whez his em

Yestal is £2 and has two child-
ren, a 12-year-old son and a
13-year-old daughbter. The Ves-
tals live at 2205 Marstan Road.

About 2:30 p.m., Vestal was
taken from police headquarters
to the Guilford County Jail,
atop the courthouse.

* %k ¥

THE ‘INDICTMENT contained
the first public statement of the
date of Pennisi’s murcer.

An order calling a special
grand jury into session was
signed Monday by Judge Col-
lier. The 18 jurors — including

four womer — were notified
Tuesday to appear at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday.

Three witnesses want into the
grand jurv rcom. Two of them
were memgers of the Police De-
partment. The third cne was

Mrs. Peanisi, widow of the slaia
man.

- - *

PENNISI, 47, lived at 1801
Wilton Drive. According to his
wife, he left home about 7
o'clock on the night of Sunday,
June 15, saying he was going to
fly to Wilmington, Del,, on an
overnight business trip. He was
carrying a shaving kit, but no
suitcase. Mrs. Pennisi said he
wld her he would return about
the same time Monday night.

Kenneth E. Lewis of 1613 Wil-
ton Drive, a neighbor and
friend of the Pennisi’s later told
police that Mrs. Pennisi told
him on Tuesday, June 17, that
her husband had not returned
and that she was worried.

Lewis said that on the follow-
ing day, Mrs. Pennisi told him
again that her husband had not

returneé and B2 went to police
headquarters and reported that
Pennisi was missing.

THE FOLLOWING Saturday,
June 21, a fisherman found a
body floating in Lake Gaston,
just over the North Carolina
line in Mecklenburg County, Va.

The body was taken to the
office of the state medical ex-
aminer in Richmond and on
Sunday night, June 22, it was
identifie¢ as Pennisi’s. Positive
identification was made by
means of Army fingerprints.

An assistant medical examin-
er said that the body had been
in the water about six days and .
that death was causad by blows
on the head. Pennisi’s body had
been wrapped in a length of

(See Vestal Is: B-12, Col. 1)

Stoff Photo By Dove Nicholson

Glovd Vestal, In Hanacuffs._ Arrives At Police Station

Businessman  Hospiwls

plovers agreed o help him start
his own bDosiness In Sormmit
Soepping Cemer. =hich was
then sifil ender consiTection.

Two acgquairtences described
Vestal 25 an “excellent” brs:-
nessman, 2t kast in the flower
bosimess, and describeé ki

it Avence sHoo 25 5Ieha-
tly the most suecessicl in the
city. Recently Vestai opezed an-
other shop, this one in tke Gold-
en Garte shopping center.

Over the vears. Vestal under-
tock several cther business ven-
tores, inchzding a reportediv v~

saccessinl ¢ze as owner of
zsed amto sa2les business. More

cesed of murdering, m e pur
ciizse of the Silver Sands Motel!
iz Myrile Beach. S.C.

E 3 E 3 *

EAREIER THIS vear. ooth
men sol¢ their shares in J'ze'
motel, and Vestal sebsequenily !
borght the King’s Imn iz.
Greensboro from Dan \xcao!as‘

of Salishury and Rudolph '
{See Gloyd Vestai: B-I2. Col 3) .

Union Urges Return To Jobs

BY KELSO GILLENWATER
Daily News Siczt Writer
Striking employes of the
Greensboro Housing Autherity
(GHA) were maged Wednesday
mghtuvmariaborumontore
wrn to their jobs today — sab-
jeet to completion of a perscm
nel policy statement that the
amthority said would be drafted

within 10 dayvs.

<7

Await GHA Poliey Siatement

Constraciion Laborers Local
1108 (AFL-CIO), said Ilate
Wednesday that the strike counid
be resumed i the GHA state-
ment did not satisfy grievences
of the sukiking maintenance
workers.

A ocmmittee of five strikers.
accompenied by Brammer, oth-
ers gnioa personnel and the -
ion lawver, met for two hours

Llowd Br » Pr of

Wednesday night with GHA Ex-

ecttive Director Wilkam Gorden
and GHA commse! Rcbert Allen.
* &k X

THE SIRIEE began Tuesday
when the extire maintenance
staff of the autherity walked off
the job after the GHA refused,
on legal grounds. to recognize
the Izbor mmica as bergaiming
agent for the workers’ griev-
ances.

The action Wednesday night

Penn-Miller Corp. a. morigage
for $58,600, putiing ©p some of
the shopping Cemier property as
collateral. - ;
The mortgage is due pext
Jan. 1, accordiag to records on
file at the Guiiford-- County
Courthouse.

X & %k
AT TOE TIMYE cf dezth, Pex-
nisi had plammed to sefl his -
soranee agency and had placed
it with = downtosn bxoker. A
foc2l company, engeged @ -
surance and other businesses,
was a prospect.

2 Air Foree Jets Crash, Explede
In Robeson, Crewmen Are Killed

ROWLAND UPD — Two Af
Force jets crashed and expioded
m the weods 2bout dree miies
east of here Wednesday after-
noos killing 2l foor crew mem-
bers.

“The planes are i biis and

Pope Air Ferce Bese, zbemt
60 miles northwest of here, dis-
patched an emergency Tespoase
tezam 1o the crash site.

An infgrmation officer from
Base identified the two aircraft

the M3rd Tacrical Fighrer W‘mc :
at McConnell AFB in Kansas.
The planes were repurted i
be remrning o Seymour Johm ;
son after participating in Brass |
Strike V — 2 joime forces dem-

;W'kv. Friday.™

Room

Will Hike

ales

Moses Cone Hespiial an-
normced rate imcreases Wednes-
day, and the oiher two Gresns-
boro general bospitals expect to
i« operate wader higher rawes by
\’ov. 1

At Cowe. the rate Increase is
being stimulated bv 2 minimmm
wage Increase from S1.63 to
$1.80 an hour tkar the hospital
will put info effect Sunday.
Trustee boards have mot ap-

' proved rate changes ai Wesley

Long and L. Richardson Memo-
vzl hespitals. but administra-

- tors of each said they anticivat-
- ed approvai and adopdcn

of

. higher rates by Ncv. L

P 3. Z Smith, Richardson

a2Gministraior, s2id, ~Minkmom
! wages increeses will be reflec:-
. ed &1 a Toom rate Increase. ¥’m
i hopefnl the Trosiees will meke

i them effective soon. cestainiv

superceded an ultimatum issued
br GHA earBer in the day in:

which ail

a—.aced i mex. &ién’t remmm
work oday.

Gerdon s2id late Wednesday ;
that the authority would ailow |
wCrRers o return as lzie as}
Friday, @ the union had not-
been able 1o inform them of the |
Wednesday might developments. ;

* d &
¥R BRAMMER toid me he |

! wouid give m= the names of 2li .
- thtse perscas that they were '
. umable 1 COMERCGE  IGTgHE
: {Wednesday),”

Gordon  said. |
~“Ihcse persoms- may reumn o

Gc:dcnm«‘me'neetmem
ﬂc'abar’armnaormoo_amak
session, but a uee:m_.alwic‘x'
theauamrtyexplamedmpo}:—:
cies ard plans 10 the strikers. !
According to an ¢pinion hand- |
eddcw-‘“e:hs(*z* from ROb-
art ‘Jorgan, the state zu 3mey?
eral, the GHS is prohibited !

: rates wezld rise §2,

! ; Xray

L bv Now. 1.7

LN
i JAMES PHELPS, Wesley
‘ Leng adminisirator, said the

| kospital’s budget was being

- compiled and the new room
raies “prebably will be In effect
; oy Now. L™

Cone Director Hareld Bewis
said pregressive care room
making e
daitv rate $16 and $70. Four and
five-deflar jumps will affect oth-

i er yoom- rates. Four-bed wards

will rise to $30 ané $33: txo-bed
; rooms. $32 and $37; and privaie
 rooms. $41 through $45

Cene operating room charges

.wi!lgoupaboa:‘ 20 per opera-

tion. based cn a time schedole,
exemipaticns will  be
about 16 per cermt higher. Ard
fees m the leboraiory will be
increased CEnt
over-all

Hespital officials repors that
{ price increases for marerials
esed there also pad an efizct on
the rate boost Some of the
things that have repartediy

'cuuq.x..;_;DcS

bv !aw from “entering any i
agreement or comtract with al
labor organization as bargaining |

(See Return: B9, Col. 1)

Here are extructs from z re-
sumermprepa:edforthe
brokerz- .
“The&nmsz—Ma.ysIm Agen-

pieces,” saiG Reobeson County 2s apn F4D Phamom fighter as-
depuzySheﬁﬁH.C.Edmrds. signed w the Fourth Tactical
“Theia:gestpleee‘nshalf Wing at Seymour Johmson and
size of 2 car.” an F-104 fighter aircraft from

onsiration feamuring the latest

I

i gen

i gone up in price are surgical n-
mnn'htarveqmpmentand;omti

i

i

situments and dressings, Tofra-
xvenous soluiions, hnars cand
food.

operating techmiques for the
Army and Air Force.
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