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Fewer black students attending
historically black colleges and
universities  
In recent years, HBCUs have struggled to attract students. 

1976:

11 million

1976:

222,613

2017:

298,138

2010:

326,614
2010:

21

2017:

19.8

(Annual overall fall enrollment)

Historically black colleges 

and universities

All colleges and 

universities

81.6%

1976:

18.4%

2017:

91.1%

8.9%

Attending HBCUs Not attending HBCUs

Percent of black students: 

Enrollment trends 

Not all data for years between 1976 and 1992 for HBCU annual enrollment were 
available. Enrollment data for all colleges and universities for 2017 are an 
estimate.


