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A Missouri cattleman who was instrumental 
in the development of the B2 Stealth Bomber re-
cently died and his family herd was dispersed 
on March 10.

Major General Kenneth E. Staten passed 
away on his farm in Fayette, Missouri, in No-
vember 2018. He was 79 years old.

James Reed, friend, said Staten was born in 
Manhattan, Kansas, on a farm. He watched 
planes fl y overhead from nearby McConnell Air 
Base and after graduating from high school, he 
secured an appointment to the third class of 
the U.S. Air Force Academy where he received 
a bachelor’s degree in military science in 1961. 
He earned a master’s degree from the Universi-
ty of Southern California in 1974.

Staten was a command pilot with over 4,500 
fl ying hours in more than 45 different types of 
aircraft. As a fi ghter pilot, he fl ew 265 combat 
missions in the F-100 in Vietnam. He also fl ew 
the F-100 in England and the F-4 in Thailand.

After returning from Vietnam, Staten turned 
his attention to the testing and development of 
new aircraft and weapons system. In 1969, he 
completed the U.S. Air Force Aerospace Re-
search Pilot School, now known as the Test 
Pilot School, and remained as an instructor. 
Later in his career, Staten returned as Com-
mandant of the school.

“Ken’s experience in Vietnam and the prob-
lem of radar detection by the enemy, led him 
to search for an innovative solution to create 
planes the enemy could not see,” Reed said.

In 1975, Staten became special assistant to 
the deputy chief of staff for research and devel-
opment at The Pentagon where he was part of 
the cadre of fi ve offi cers that initiated the low 
observables “stealth” program. He was the ini-
tial project manager of the F-117 Nighthawk, 
the fi rst aircraft to be designed around stealth 
technology. The Nighthawk was shrouded in 

secrecy until it was revealed to the public in 
1988. Technology developed by Staten’s team 
ultimately led to the F-117, B-2 Bomber, F-22 
Raptor and the F-35 Lighting II multi-role fi ght-
er.

Reed said during the weekends Staten would 
go to his farm in northern Virginia and help 
his daughters raise and show Polled Hereford 
Cattle.

“The connection was evident in the code 
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Missouri cattleman dies at 79

Company improves 
wildlife landscapes

POSTAL CUSTOMER

ECRWSS

By MARGARET SLAYTON
Green Acres

Luke Terry opened Custom Forestry Applications LLC in 
Northeast Kansas with the goal of improving the management 
of woodland resources for landowners.

The business provides quality technical and contracting for-
estry, wildlife habitat management and conservation services 
to landowners and government agencies.

Terry said the business specializes in doing timber-stand im-
provement work on private property or public lands. He said 
landowners and state agencies may want to thin out timber to 
benefi t wildlife or to increase the value of their timber by re-
moving unwanted trees.
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Luke Terry opened Custom Forestry Applications LLC in Northeast Kansas with 

the goal of improving the management of woodland resources for landowners. 

From left to right are employees Brad Thomas, Blake Koelling, Luke Terry and 

Dustin Williams.
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Major General Ken Staten was a Missouri cattleman who was 

instrumental in the development of the B2 Stealth Bomber. 

He recently died and his family herd was dispersed on March 

10.
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