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The next Green Acres will publish Jan. 21  
The deadline for all advertising will be Wednesday, Jan. 13

The following next two publication dates will be Feb. 4 and Feb. 18

By MARGARET SLAYTON
Green Acres

A retired educator from 
St. Joseph creates hand-
made charcuterie boards 
from raw wood which she 
picks out of a local saw mill.

Nancy Gillespie said she 
spends hours stripping the 

bark off and sanding the 
boards down to a smooth 
fi nish.

She sells the boards at the 
Rusty Chandelier in St. Jo-
seph. She has had a booth 
for many years to sell her 
products and antiques.

St. Joseph resident 
makes hand-crafted 
charcuterie boards

Submitted Photo

Nancy Gillespie creates handmade charcuterie boards from raw wood 

which she picks out of a local saw mill. She sells them at the Rusty Chan-

delier in St. Joseph.

By MARGARET SLAYTON

Green Acres

Staff at Smithville Lake have 

begun collecting Christmas trees 

that will be used for wildlife hab-

itat.

Derek Dorsey, Smithville Lake 

park manager, said anyone hop-

ing to dispose of their Christmas 

trees after the holiday season can 

drop them off at Little Platte Park 

located by the lake until the end 

of January.

In the spring, the old trees 

are distributed to design areas 

around the park and can serve as 

mulch or habitats for fi sh and oth-

er small wildlife.

He said the trees will be posi-

tioned in fi elds with the goal of 

benefi tting small game species 

such as rabbit and quail. In addi-

tion, songbirds such as cardinals 

and blue jays can burrow in the 

trees and use the pine needles to 

build nests.

Trees should be free of tinsel, 

ornaments and tree bags before 

being dropped-off. Signs will di-

rect patrons to the drop-off site 

which will be open daily from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Jan. 31.

Little Platte Park is located on 

the west side of the lake and can 

be accessed by following US 169 

north to NE 180th and then turn 

east into Little Platte Park.

Smithville Lake collects used Christmas trees

Submitted Photo

Staff at Smithville Lake have begun collecting Christmas trees that will be used for wildlife habitat.

Trees can be dropped off  at Little Platte Park until the end of Jan.

Please see TREES/ Page  4

Please see BOARDS/ Page  4


