
QUIET MOMENTS
Father, we come to you

humbly seeking Your ever-
lasting presence in our lives.
You know the dreams, ambi-
tions and desires of our
hearts more than anyone
else. We surrender ourselves
to you so that You rearrange
our life as You see fit and for-
ward the plans in our life in
a manner that is best pleas-
ing to You. Expand our
boarders Lord and let us find
prosperity and happiness in
this life. Let us live a life that
is pleasing in Your sight so
that we will be able to re-
ceive the fullness of Your
blessings. We know that we
can do nothing without You,
Lord and we give You all the
praise, glory and honor for
all the successes in our life.
Make us a vessel of honor so
that we bring glory to Your
name and be useful and ef-
fective in Your Kingdom. 

Amen
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Arizona Man In RV
Runs From Cops

Pool Fencing Requirement Reminder

Friday, June 4

Partly Cloudy - high 89, low 64

Saturday, June 5

Mostly Sunny - high 95, low 73

Sunday, June 6

Partly Cloudy - high 98, low 69

Monday, June 7

Mostly Sunny - high 97, low 67

Tuesday, June 8

Mostly Sunny - high 98, low 68

Wednesday, June 9

Mostly Sunny - high 99, low 70

Thursday, June 10

Mostly Sunny - high 99, low 69

Friday, June 11

Partly Cloudy - high 95, low 68

HIGH LOW

May 28 101 75

May 29 102 75

May 30 99 73

May 31 96 72

June 1 95  71

June 2 96 71

June 3 96 71

Forecast: Looking Ahead

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(6-4-21):

4,317.18 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,333.77 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Truth or Consequences Police were
dispatched to 418 Broadway about 12:30
Saturday morning, May 29, regarding a
noise complaint. Officers were advised
when others tried to talk to the subject,
that the man in question had a gun but he
did not threaten them with it.

When officers arrived they discovered
the noise was coming from an RV with Illinois license plates. The noise
appeared to be possibly caused by a generator running.

Officers tried knocking on the door of the RV a few times, with no
response, before trying knocking on the windows of the RV. Again there
was no response.

TCPD Officer Zavala then shined his flashlight through the wind-
shield and was able to get the attention of Thomas Michael Gates, 78,
of Tucson, Arizona.

Gates would not go to the door of the RV, instead he went to the dri-
ver’s seat. When Zavala attempted to talk to Gates, he was observed
pulling something from his waistline and then pointed a small framed
firearm at the officer.

When officers tried to get Gates to exit the RV, he started the vehicle
and pulled away. After driving on the shoulder of the road for two
blocks, he went north on Broadway heading toward I-25. Sheriff ’s
deputies set out a successful spike strip at mm 83, but the RV continued
on to mm 92, throwing sparks, before coming to a stop. When officers
made contact, Gates used the mm 92 exchange and headed south on I-
25. Sheriff’s deputies deployed another spike strip successfully at mm
90, with the vehicle coming to a stop at mm 89. 

When officers made another attempt to get Gates to exit the vehicle,
he did so and was taken into custody. He denied having a handgun, but
officers did locate a loaded magazine in his pocket. Officers searching
the RV located a holster for the size of gun pointed at the Officer Zavala
by the driver’s seat. A handgun was eventually located where Gates
had stopped at mm 92.

A Glock .380 auto, the magazine, the holster and an Altoids can con-
taining two glass pipes with residue were seized for evidence.

UNRELATED INCIDENT

Betty Joe Albert, 54, of Las Cruces, was arrested by officers and
charged with two counts of possession of a controlled substance, as-
sault on a peace officer, tampering with evidence and resisting, evading
or obstructing an officer at 3:15 a.m. Wednesday, June 2. 

gates
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HOLIDAYS’ RETURN - Eager to place months of statewide restrictions in the rear-view mirror, an estimated 80,000-plus crowd of
visitors and recreation enthusiasts returned to celebrate the Memorial Day holiday at Elephant Butte Lake State Park over the past
weekend. A glimpse of activity Saturday afternoon, May 29 saw a full parking lot at Marina del Sur, campsites and vehicles lining
the shore, and a wide assortment of water craft plying the still ample waters of Elephant Butte Lake. 

As many expected, after the
number of COVID-19 cases con-
tinued to decline and statewide
health restrictions were eased in
the weeks leading up to last
weekend’s Memorial Day Holiday,
residents from all parts of New
Mexico took the opportunity to
enjoy some much-welcomed fun
in the sun. 

According to Elephant Butte
Lake State Park (EBLSP) authori-
ties, a full 80,000 visitors were
recorded over the extended holi-
day weekend. Long time commu-
nity residents who observed the
crowd of campers and recre-
ational vehicles clustered all
along the lake’s shoreline and
cuing up at local businesses, sug-
gested the actual number of com-
munity guests was likely higher
than the park’s initial count.

While one significant accident
involving a motorcycle did take
place along Rock Canyon Road
over the weekend, initial reports
from local authorities and EBLSP
officials indicated the holiday
passed with only a few minor in-
cidents within the park. 

Similarly welcoming a large
number of new and returning vis-
itors, officials with Caballo Lake
State Park also reported a very
busy Memorial Day weekend.
Park Manager Abdon Aguirre
said the number of visitors at
both Caballo Lake and Percha
Dam State Parks was near 16,000

Woods To Fill Judge Vacancy

In an official May 13 press re-
lease New Mexico Governor
Michelle Lujan Grisham named So-
corro attorney Roscoe Augustus
Woods to fill a vacant seat on the
Seventh Judicial District Court, Di-
vision II bench. This vacancy was
created with the passing of Chief
Judge Matthew Reynolds in March. 

The governor’s statement con-
firmed Woods has maintained a
private practice firm in Socorro
since 2015, and that previously he
had served as Assistant Attorney
General, as well as Director of the
Open Government Division for the
New Mexico Office of the Attorney
General. Woods was also recog-

nized as having served as a special commissioner for the Seventh Ju-
dicial District Court.  

The announcement further noted Woods was born and raised in
New Mexico, graduated high school from the New Mexico Military In-
stitute in Roswell, before gaining a bachelor’s degree from New Mexico
State University, and going on to earn a degree in law from Western
Michigan University’s Thomas M. Cooley Law School. Woods was ad-
mitted to the New Mexico Bar in 2006.

This appointment completed necessary actions prompted by the
passing of Chief Judge Reynolds, which also included the transition of
Seventh Judicial District Judge Mercedes Murphy to the position of
Chief Judge. 

(Courtesy Photo/https://dchieftain.com)

By Chuck Wentworth
SENTINEL

©Copyright 2021 Sierra County Sentinel

In light of a recent situation, officials with the City
of Truth or Consequences are notifying municipal
property owners that all private swimming pools
must be securely  enclosed by a wall or fence. This
is a safety requirement, in place to protect against
accidental drownings. 

The associated municipal code is found in Chap-
ter 16 - Comprehensive Planning and Zoning Code
Article XIII - Sign, Wall and Fence Requirements Di-
vision 1. - Signs Section 11-13-3, - Residential Fence

and Wall Requirements - C. Wall and Fence for
Swimming Pools. 

The code states; All swimming pools, or yards in
which swimming pools are located, shall be com-
pletely enclosed by a wall, or fence, at least four (4)
feet in height. 

Property owners with unenclosed pools or who
may be contemplating construction of a swimming
pool are encouraged to contact T-or-C’s Community
Development Office for additional information
and/or fence installation zoning approval. Citizens
may contact Community Development Director
Traci Alvarez by phoning 894-6673.  
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Sierra County Host To Thousands For Holiday
By Chuck Wentworth
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for the holiday weekend, and
noted this was similar to atten-
dance figures recorded at both
facilities in 2019. After noting
how levels at Caballo Lake were
good throughout the holiday,
providing guests with ample
recreational space, Aguirre con-
firmed that the holiday passed
with no signifiant issues or in-
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Early Thursday morning, June 3, Sierra County Regional Dispatch was notified of a vehicle fire
on the north side of Circle K at 914 North Date. Upon arrival officers and volunteers with the T-or-
C Fire Department located a Nissan Altima fully engulfed in flames. Within a matter of minutes
firefighters had the blaze extinguished. Through the course of investigation it was determined the
vehicle had been reported stolen out of El Paso, Texas. Passers-by in the area at the time of the
fire reported seeing the vehicle abandoned at the gas station since Wednesday afternoon. Another
man said he saw individuals around the car when he was fueling up around 4:30 a.m. The incident
has been turned over to State Police for further investigation.

STOLEN CAR FIRE


